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firs INTRODUCTION 


The 83 volumes reproduced in this microcopy contain communications, 
with related enclosures, that were received by the Secretary of State 
from diplomatic representatives of the United States accredited to 
Japan in the period 1855-1906. The series, which may be referred to 
as "Diplomatic Despatches, Japan," is part of a larger body of records 
in the National Archives designated as Record Group 59, General Records 
of the Department of State. The documents have been reproduced in the 
order, for the most part chronological, in which they appear in the . 
volumes. Their contents are registered on Roll l. “ 

¥ 

The volumes, each of which has been microcopied on a separate roll 
(except volumes £1 and 81 Annex which have beer placed on one roll), 
are distributed as follows: 


Roil Volume Inclusive Dates 


® 


March 17, 1855 = June 29, 1858 
July 1, 1858 - December 31, 1859 
January 2, 1860 — May 6, 1862 
February 7, 1862 = December 31, 1863 
January 4, 1864 - December 31, 1864 
January 2, 1865 - December 31, 1865 
January 3, 1866 - December 31, “1866 
January 2, 1867 - December 31, 1867 
January 2, 1868 - April &, 1868 
April 10, 1868 = August 26, 186 
September 1, 1868 - April 1, 18@ 
April ‘1, 1869 - March 10, 1870 
June 25. 186 = April a. es 

May 2, 1870 ~ September 20, 1i8°/0 
September 20, 18°70 

September 22, 1870 - December 31, 1870 


i 


1 
2 
3 
4, 
> 
6 
7 
g 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

yal 

22 

24, 


& 
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Inclusive Dates 


December 19, 1873 =- March 20, 1874 
March 21, 1874 - October 8, 1874 
October 9, 1874 — arch 20, 1875 
March 23, 1875 - October 5, 1875 
October 6, 1875 — February 5, 1876 
February &, 1876 - August 22, 18'76 
September 4, 1876 = March 6, 1877 
March 7, 1877 - September 19, 1877 . 
September 24, 1877 -— December 31, 18°77 
January 4, 1878 - April 17, 1876 
April 18, 1878 - July 23, 1878 
July 24, 1878 = December 27, 1878 
January 4, 1879 - July 23, 1879 
July 24, 1879 = October 29, 1879 
November 6, 1879 — March 24, 1880 
April 9, 1880 - July 26, 1880 

, August 3, 1880 - January 22, 1881 

' February 1, 1881 - June 30, 1881 
July 4, 1881 - November 23, 1881 
December 3, 1 - May 23, 1882 
May 30, 1882 — November 30, 1882 
December 4, 1882 - July 31, 1883 
August 3, 1883 - December 31, 1883 
January 7, 1884 — June 30, 1884 
July 1, 1884 - December 29, 1884 
January 2, 1885 - July 30, 1885 
August 1, 1885 =- December 31, 1885 
January 6, 1886 - July 9, 1886 
July 10, 1886 - December 29, 1886 
January 1, 1887 - May 23, 1887 
June 1, 1887 - December 31, 1887 
January 6, 1888 - October 26, 1888 
“November 5, 1888 = July 31, 1889 
August 1, 1889 - January 31, Bs 
February 5, 1890 = June 23, 1890 
July 7, 1890 — December 24, 1890 | 
January 8, 1891 - December 2, 1891 | 
January 5, 1892 - December 28, 1892 
January 4, 1893 - August 28, 1993 
September 2, 1893 - June aaa 1894 


ASSSSSRESES 


~] ~) 
REO 


Inclusive Dates 


76 January 3, 1902 - August 30, 1902 
77 September 1, 1902 - November 30, 1903 
78 Decefiber I, 1903 - June 30, 1904 

| 79 July 1, 1904 = February 25, 190 

- 80 80 March ‘ 1905 =- August 31, 1905 

~ Bl 81 September 5, 1905 = February 28, 1906 ~@ 
81 Annex November 24, 1905 

82 82 March 1, 1906 = Augu t 9, 1906 


Most of the communications are original despatches, usually 
accompanied by enclosures. Some of the enclosures are original notes 
to the American representatives from officials of the Japanese foreign 
ministry. Other enclosures were written by American consuls in Japan 
and, occasionally, by private citizens of the United States. A 
considerable number of enclosures are copies of communications sent 
by American representatives to Japanese officials. Pamphlets, news- 
paper clippings, and other printed matter are sometimes enclosed. 


Apart from numbered despatches and enclosures, these volumes 
contain many unnumbered letters, some of which are marked "Private" 
or "Confidential." Unnumbered or private letters, more informal than 
despatches, may report official matters requiring Secrecy or not 
fully covered in the despatches, or may convey personal news, 


acknowledgments of appointment or recall, announcements of arrival 
or departure, and statements of official expenses. The volumes also 
contain telegrams and cables, which were not numbered. 


The register to these despatches reproduced on Roll 1 of this 
microcopy consists of selected pages from a number of State Depart—- 
ment registers, which, taken as a unit, comprise a register of these 
despatches from 1855 to 1906. These register volumes, in their en- 
tirety, record diplomatic despatches received by the Department of | 
State from American legations throughout the world from 1789 to 1906. 
For the period beginning in P70 the communications reproduced in 
this-microcopy are registered, with those from representatives in 
other: countries, in volumes that have been reproduced as the first 
10 rolls of File Microcopy 17, State Department Registers of Corre- 
Spondence,. 


_ In Record Group 59, General Records of the Department of State, 
in the National Archives there are several series of volumes con- 
taining additional material on the relations between Japan and the 
United States. Complementary to the diplomatic despatches are 
instructions from the Secretary of State to the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of. the United States accredited to Japan, 1855-1906, 
which have been reproduced on Rolls 104-108 of File Microcopy ‘ | 
Diplomatic Instructions of the Department of State. Additiona 
records pertaining to the relations between the United States iis 
Japan during the period covered by the ror as Et include the ” 


communications ("Notes") exchanged between the Secretary of State and 
the diplomatic gepresentatives of Japan in Washington, Related to 
these records, though less directiy, are despatches to the Depart— 
ment of State from Unifed States consuls at Nagasaki, 1860-1906 
(File Microcopy 131), Kanagawa, 1¢61-1897 (File Microcopy 135), © 
Yokohama, 1897-1906 (File Microcopy 136), and at Osaka, Hiogo, and 
Kobe, 188-1906. All these series were discontinued on August 14, 
1906, when the Department of State adopted the practice of filing 
incoming and outgoing correspondence, not of a routine nature, by 
Subject in a single numerical case file. Correspondence on routine 
matters was placed in a "minor file." In 1910 this system was 
abandoned and the Department's present decimal system of subject 
classification adopted. The numerical case file, the "minor file," 
and the decimal file are in the National Archives through 1929. 


Also in the National Archives, in Record Group 84, Records of 
the Foreign Service Posts of the Department of State, there are 
records kept by American diplomatic and consular posts. Although 
these post records duplicate to some extent the records that were 
kept in Washington, they supplement them importantly by providing 
detailed information about many transactions that were only summarized 
or were not reported on at all in the documents that were transmitted 
to Washington. File microcopies of these post’ records have not been 
made, 


In this microcopy the ends of lines next to the binding have not 
always been reproduced by the camera; a reading of any lines thus 
affected will be provided upon request by the National Archives. 
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ROLL CONTENTS 


The volume microcopied on this roll has the following 
backstrip title: "78 / Japan / Lloyd:C. Griscom / December 
1, 1903, / Jume 30, 1904. / 27 - 95 / Department / of State." 
It contains communications, with related enclosures, to the 
Secretary of State from Lloyd C. Griscom, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary accredited to the Government of 
Japan, Deceanber 16, 1902. 
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Griscom 


Mr. 


to the Secretary of State. 


Usiteo States Lecarion. 
Toxo. 


December 1, 190°. 


To the Honorable Jokn Hay, 

Secretary of gtare, 

Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
instruction No. 16 of October 24, directing me to obtain 
copies of existing Japanese laws relating to the protection 
of birds and game, and also copies of hunting licenses. 

The provisions of the regulations under the general 
game law of Sepa, which alone appear to have any bearing 
on the subject, are embodied in the enclosed two notices , 
marked A and B, referring respectively to the taking of 
birds with nets or by lime and to shooting. In one prefeoe 
ture there is a special regulation prohibiting the killing 
of deer. 

There are three classes of permits:-The lst class 
permits are issued to persons who pay not less than 100 yen 
as income tex, or not less than 500 yen as land tax, or not 


less than 150 yen as business tax, and to members of tho 
families of such persons, and the fee is 20 yen. The bna 


class permits are issued to persons who pay not less than 


5 yen as income tax, 50 yen as land tax, or 20 yen as - - 
ness tax, and to members of the families of such POF SERN s: : 


and the fee is 10 yen. The Sra class permits are tseued 
to persons not ineluded in the foregoing categories, Py 
face of the permit bears the number and clase of at it, 
the period of its validity (from October 15 to sort 28, i 
except in Hokkaido, where it is from : 
15), the status, domicile, 


. ae 


; 
| 


the bearer, and the seal of the Department of Agriculture 


and Commerce. On the backs of the permits, copies of 
which are herewith, is printed the notice,—A or B,—men- 


tioned above. | 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
| Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 
1. Notices, A and B. 
2. Permits, lst, 2nd, and 3rd classes. 
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Uniteo States Lecarion. 
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Mr. Griscom 


to,the Secretary of State. 


ne ee 


Pt Ole Oo ames f+ 
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Subject : 
Transmitting a printed document entitled "Explanatory 
"Notes", being the J apariese Government's justification 


ontine 2 & 


lias SaE eh Pe we ar 2 Peas heat 


, 
A 


of the new law relating to foreign insurance companies 


Pe 


* 


and also three replies thereto by two American insure 


ance companies and the Dutch Legation. 


ave 


Pe 
Be 
ai ae 
we 
: 


* 


3 ¢ 
office of Reciprocity Commies ion 
January 14, (1904, 


Hon, F, B. Loomis, ahs me. 
etc., etc., etc., 


In response to your suggestion in regard 
to the publication of portions of Mr,.Griscom's 


No.28,.from Tokio, I recomménd the publication 
of the printed enclosure (sent in triplicate), ° 
with the following caption: 


Mr, Lloyd C, Griscom, United States 
Minister to Japan, transmits to the 
of State, under date of December 5, 1908, a 
printed explanatory statement by the Japanese 
Government of its position in to the new 
ordinance requiring deposits from foreign in- 
surance companies operating in that sountry. 
This official statement, entitled "Explanatory 
Notes", reads as follows :- 


(Copy of pamphlet referred to) 
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Uniteo Staves Lecarion. 
- Toxie. 


No.2 December 5, 1903, 


4 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: a 


In the Legation's No. 14 of September 30 it was stated 
that the Minister for Foreign Affairs would shortly issue 
an explanatory statement of the position of the Japanese 


Government in regard to the new ordinance requiring deposits 


from foreign insurance companies operating in Japan. In 
my last interview with the Minister he placed in my hands 
the statement in question. It is in the form of a printed 
pamphiet entitled "Explanatory Notes", and I have the 
PP son: to transmit three copies herewith enclosed. 
L oe The Notes" undertake to ~~ e and JRPATT the ordin- 
ance and at the same time to give legal authorization of 
its issuance. After a careful perusal of the paper I fail 
to find that it throws any additional light on the subject. 
The Legation's above-mentioned despatch seems to have suf- 
ficiently’described the situation. The mere fact that the 
Imperial Government has seen fit to issue this statement 
would seem to indicate that their position is sufficiently 
weak to require explanation. ; ] 
The issuance of the "Explanatory Notes" has already a 
called forth responses from three quarters, the Equitable 
Life Insurance Company, the Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
and the Dutch Legation. I tranamit herewith enclosed copi¢s 
of the three replies. It will be seen that they wiite in 
the opinion that the “Explanatory Notes" do not give a 
sufficient Justification of the new ordinance, and fail to 
e | | 7 show 


oo 


-2e 
show that under its operation foreign and domestic insur- 
ance companies would carry on ‘whar business “apen an equal 
footing. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ig} Aysis CUA" 


Enclosures: 


1. "Explanatory Notes". 


> 


2. Memorandum from the Equitable Life Co.,--November 26. 


3. The Mutual Life Co. to Mr. Griscom, Noverier 20. 
4. Remarks on the Explanatory Notice, from the Dutch Lega- 
tion, in French with English translation. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


On the 26th June 1903, the Imperial Minister of Agriculture and Commerce 
gave the following Deposit Orders to Foreign Insurance Companies doing business 
in this country. 

I. Deposit Orders given to Foreign Fire and Marine Insurance Companies. 

On or before the 3ist October of the 36th year of Meiji (1905),* the sum of 
100,000 Yen shall be deposited at the-——Cash Office and the receipt therefor be 
presented without delay to the Minister of Agriculture and Commerce. 


Il. Deposit Orders given to Foreign Life Insurance Companies. 

1. On or before the 31st October of the 36th year of Meiji (1903),* the sum 
of 100,000 Yen shall be deposited at the-——Cash Office. 

In the event of the amount of legal reserve calculated at the end of the — 
preceding business year against contracts made in Japan exceeding the above 


mentioned sum, a sum corresponding to the legal reserve must be deposited. 

2. In the event of the legal reserve calculated at the end of every business 
year in future against contracts made in Japan exceeding the amount deposited, a 
sum corresponding to the amount in excess shall be deposited at the same Cash 
Office within four months from the beginning of the next succeeding business 
year. 

3. When a deposit has been made in accordance with the preceding clause 

, the receipt therefor shall on each occasion be presented without delay to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce. 

As the above orders for deposit issued by the Minister of Ps and 
Commerce appear to have given rise to considerable misunderstanding and opposi- 
tion among the foreign companies doing business in Japan and as explanations in 
regard thereto have been officially or unofficially requested by some of the 
Representatives of the countries to which the companies belong, it is proposed in 
compliance with such request to explain tht i ee ee 
question. . 


EE A — ae . ” a — > eat 
- . ; : 


*The term was subsequently extended to the 31st January of the 37th year of Meiji (1904). 


4 


+ 


\ : é me 
propert vy ota foreign insurance company in its own country, its Japanese policy- 


holders cannot in Japan possess in the least any preferential right in respect ad 
thereof, and the control exercised by Japanese competent authorities over a : 
foreign insurance company is limited solely to its branch offices in Japan and 
cannot be extended to its entire property in ity own country ; and consequently, 
in the event of such a company closing for business reasons its branches in this 
country or unfortunately becoming insolvent, its Japanese policy-holders would 
have, in common with dll other policy-holders, to file their claims against it in its 
own country. Foreign companies would therefore be almost uncontrolled, which 
would not only produce a marked difference in the treatment of Japanese and 
foreign companies, but would also place Japanese policy-holders in a very 
disadvantageous position. Japanese life policies are shown by statistics to be 
in comparatively very small amounts; and if, therefore, their holders are 
compelled to seek remedy in the law-courts of a distant country whose language : 
and laws differ from their own, it would practically end in their being without any 
remedy whatever. 
While no one would hesitate to adniit that many of the foreign insurance 
companies actually doing business under license in this country are companies 
noted in the world for their great capital and extensive credit, it would be 
manifestly impossible to repose confidence in foreign companies alone and exempt 
them from the control to which Japanese companies are subjected. In order 
therefore to remove such difference of control between Japanese and foreign 
companies and to subject them to equal treatment, there is no other way possible 
but to order deposits to be made in accordance’ with the provision of the above- 
mentioned Imperial Ordinance, Article V. This provision on the one hand, by 
establishing in favour of Japanese policy-holders a preferential right on the 
‘ deposit in question (See Art. V1, Imperial Ordinance), enables the competent 
authorities to exercise control over foreign companies as completely as over 
Japanese, and on the other hand it gives foreign companies themselves an effective 
means whereby they~can obtain confidence vis-d-vis their policy-holders “and 


Japanese public at large. : Se 
7 Such then are the reasons and legal basis for the issue of the deposit order. pee aaa 
As to the fixing of the amount of em at 100,000 Yen, since porminion to as 


5 


establish a Japanese insurance company is not granted unless it has a capital of at 
least 100,000 Yen (See Arts. XVI and XXVIII, Insurance Business Law), this 
minimum limit was taken as a standard. As Japanese insurance companies hold 
for the benefit of their policy-holders » security of at least 100,000 Yen, the 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce decided for the same reason that foreign 
insurance companies shall als» hold for the benefit of their Japanese policy-holders 


a similar security amounting at least to the minimum limit pf 100,000 Yen. 


As foreign insurance companies have to deposit 100,000 Yen in cash or in 
negotiable ‘instruments that have specially been fixed upon, while Japanese 
companies need only hold the same sum in reserve, the former would Appear to be 
placed in a disadvantageous position with respect to the employment of their 
capital; but whereas the former keep their capital in the country and hold a 
security for the policy-holders, the latter keep their capital abroad, and con- 
sequently their policy-holders cannot in regard to it possess any special rights or 
interests. Hence arises the necessity of the deposit order, as has already been 
explained, for the purpose of control. This difference in the control of Japanese 
and foreign companies is therefore unavoidably caused by the radical difference in 
their conditions of existence. Further, there is one point which should be taken 
into consideration; that is, that as in the actual exércise of control over insurance 
companies in this country, permission to open business is absolutely refused to 
companies formed with 2 capital amounting only to the minimum limit stipulated 
by laws and ordinances as already stated; and as it is the established rule of the . 
Department not to grant such permission to fire and marine insurance companies, 
especially to fire insurance companies, unless they have a‘ capital far in excess of 
that determined by law, it would certainly not be sufficient, if foreign companies 
were to be required to hold the same security as Japanese companies, to fix their 
deposit at 100,000 Yen; but this minimum amount was decided upon with the 
object of affording facilities to foreign companies as far as circumstances permitted. 
Now if looking at the matter in relation to the protection of the interests of policy- 
holders one were to insist upon seeking for any difference in this respect between 
the Japanese and foreign comp es, it would not be too much to say that that 
difference would lie in the comparatively small amount of the deposit required of 
the foreign companies; and with respect to the life insurance companies, as their 
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business should from its nature cover a long period, and as a portion of the 
premiums possesses the character of savings, in respect of such portion, that is to 
say, of the legal reserve, the policy-holders must have a preferential right 
(See Art. XCVI, Insurance Business Law) and the reserve in question must 
consequently be placed on a most sound basis. Hence arises the necessity for life 
insurance companies whose nen gees exceeds 100,000 Yen to deposit a sum 
corresponding to the excess, in the same way as there is the necessity for all 
insurance companies to make a deposit of 100,000 Yen; and this deposit does not 
differ in fact from the legal reserve of the Japanese companies; only if the foreign 
companies are required to make the deposits with the government it is because 
there is no other effective method of control, and it is well known to be the best 
method and as such is adopted by all countries of Europe and America as will be 
shown further on. 

Since foreign life insurance companies must, when their legal reserve exceeds 
100,000 Yen, make a further deposit corresponding to the excess, some persons 
have complained that such deposits would soon reach enormous sums and there 
would be no limit to the expansion of this deposit; but if the deposit should really 
expand in such a manner, it would rather be a matter on which the companies 
should be sincerely congratulated, since such result can only be obtained from 
extraordinary prosperity in their business. Now take the case of the Meiji Life 
Insurance Company, the oldest established concern of its kind in Japan. Though 
that company, during over twenty years of its existence, has not only used the 
greatest energy in writing insurances in Japan, but has also without intermission 
canvassed for them abroad, especially in China, Corea, Hawaii and wherever else 
Japanese are to be found, yet the total amount of its policies comes up only to a 
little more than 24,000,000 Yen, on which the legal reserve is 2,600,000 Yen. 
The complaint, therefore, that the foreign companies of comparatively recent 
establishment in Japan would have in the near future to deposit enormous leg: 
reserves is utterly unjustified by facts. Indeed, as the legal reserve is paid out of 
the premiums obtained during the year, not only is there no need for the - 
— to feel any anxiety as to ie source of this reserve, but as it inereses 
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that as the reserve is held in readiness for the payment of policies, it is not 
permanently fixed, but vanishes when the latter are entirely paid out and ¢ comes 
into existence again with other policies. 

The system of ordering deposits for the purpose of controlling foreign 
insurance companies is not peculiar to this country, but is actually adopted by 
almost all countries of Europe and America, because it is the most appropriate 
method of controlling foreign companies and of protecting the rights of the native 
policy-holders who enter into contracts with them, and though there are various 
forms in which this deposit system is put into operation, there are not a few cases 
in which, as in the Japanese order under consideration, fire and marine insurance 
companies are made to deposit a fixed sum and the deposits of life insurance 
companies are required to keep pace with the amount of their legal reserves. 
Furthermore, as compared with the deposits actually required in the countries of 
Europe and America, that recently ordered by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce does not exceed the smallest among them. 

Now though the Imperial Government, after a careful consideration of the 
system of, ‘control exercised over foreign insurance companies in Europe and 
America, provided, as already stated, by Article V of Imperial Ordinance No. 
380, of the 33rd year of Meiji (1900) that “the competent department may, when 
it is deemed necessary, cause foreign companies to deposit suitable sums of money,” 
and thereby made clear this system of control, there were at the time but few 
foreign insurance companies and necessity was scarcely recognized at that time for 
ordering deposits since their business was as yet in its infancy. But now, after a 
lapse of over three years, when the foreign insurance companies have increased in 
number and their policies have risen to a considerable amount, the necessity for 
the order has become urgent. But the Imperial Govérnment, being still desirous 
to continue their policy of moderation towards the foreign companies and to 
cule. apn. Seek ae Sie peonvenynny. oo Pen sete themselves with 
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a, 
Copy. bia 
The Equitable Life Assurance Society of 
the United States. 


26th November, 1903, 


Sir, | 

I have the honor to enclose for,your information a 4 
copy of a memorandum reviewing the "Explanatory Notes* on 3 
the recent order of the Government to foreign insurance com- 2 
panies to make certain deposits, = 

This memorandum has been forwarded to-day to Mr. Kiku-e 
jiro Ishii, one of the secretaries to the Ministry of Fo- 
reign Affairs, who is, I. understand, entrusted with the 
conduct ‘ef this particular business. 

It will be very gratifying to me to hear that the mex 


morandum meets with your approval. 


Signed: J. T. Hamilton, 


General Manager. 


To His Excellency, 
Lloyd C. Griscom, 
E. EB. and M. P. for the 
United States to Japan, 
Tokio, 


MEMORANDUM, 
in review of "Explanatory Notes" on the 
Deposit Order to Foreign Insurance 


Companies. 


a) 


Having been furnished by the Imperial Government Ministry \e 


of Foreign Affairs with a copy of "Explanatory Notes" in connecte 
ion with the official order to Foreign Insurance Companies carrye 
ing on business in Japan to make certain deposits, it becomes my 
duty, on behalf of the Society I represent, to tender for con- 
sideration certain comments upon these "Explanatory Notes", so far 
as they relate to life assurance companies. 

1. It appears clearly from the memorandum that the treat- 
ment of Japanese and Foreign life companies differs in this ree 
spect: Japanese life companies are not required to deposit a 
guarantee fund or their legal reserves with the Imperial Governe 
ment; or to invest in any special form of security; whereas fo- 
reign life offices are called upon to deposit their legal reserves 
in a sum of not less than Yen 100,000, in certain specified Japan- 
ese securities, or in cash at a.low fixed rate of interest, 

This is a most important distinction, for it follows that, while 
Japanese companies have the power to deal with their reserves in 
the best interests of their policyholders, to watch their investe 
ments, to realize, to repurchase, to change and to vary as business 
experience may direct, foreign companies are to be tied down to se- 4 
curities which the directors of life companies do not regard as : 
Suitable investments for funds ‘helonging to policyholders, 

26 The first principle in life assurance is the element 
of security. The company that offers the best security to its 
members is the best company. Such security can only be attained 
by selecting the very safest class of investments, and by exere 
cising continuous supervision over them; changing them when cire 
cumstances indicate the prudence of so doing. The purchase of 
oe 


Japanese bonds specified by the Imperial Government, or any other ~~ 


’ 
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2 
security which is not considered suitable, is not deemed to be a 
safe or sound investment. All securities that are subject to 
fluctuation, due to political causes, are regarded with distrust 
under all siremiheneont. but these beqome specially undesirable 
in countries where the investments themselves are not under the 
immediate control of the company, and cannot be dealt with as nee: 
cessity or prudence may require. This is a fair inference drawn 
from the "Notes". It is also doubtful if policyhclders in Japan 
and elsewhere will have the same confidence in Japanese securi- 
ties as they have in specially selected investments of sound foe 
reign life offices. If every policy issued by a foreign life ofe- 
fice in Japan contained a special clause to the effect that the 
issuing company's reserves will be invested solely in Japanese 
government securities specified by the Insurasfee Department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce; and that the guaranteed 
face value of the policy and its bonuses will be subject to the 
results of such investments, very few policies would be accepted 
by the class of investors desired as members. This statement of 
a probability is to be taken in connection with the fact that poe 
licyholders in Japanese Companies ate interested individually to 
avery small extent; whereas policyholders in foreign companies 


ate interested to a much greater proportional extent, the latter 


selecting foreign companies chiefly hecause their securities and 


investments are independent of those causes which may, at any time, 
render Japanese securities unstable and unsaleable. The mean va- 
lue of each policy issued by the Equitable Life Assurance Society 
of the United States in Japan is Yen 5510; of policies issued by 
the Meiji Life Insurance Company, report 1902, Yen 410; and of the 
Nippon Life Insurance Company, report 31st January 1902, Yen 405, 
These figures’ indicate that foreign companies do business with an 
entirely different class of assurants, and that policies of large 
amounts are taken by men of experience because they consider them 


to be safe investments on a solid basis. 


3 

3 It is stated in the "Notes" that the rights of polie 
éyholders in Japanese companies are placéd on a sound basis by the 
careful maintenance of the capital and funds of those companies by 
the presentation of their reports, and official inspection. 
Japanese companies are required to present reports and are visited 
and examined by insuranc@ inspectors. On the other hand, it is 
also stated that, however great may be the property of 4 foreign 
assurance company in its own country, its Japanese policyholders 
cannot, in\Japan, possess any prefenrential right in respect there- 
of. This) appears to be an extreme view because a foreign company 
applies to Government in the first instance for permission to care 
ry on its business; it furnishes all the information required by 
law in regard to its capital, if any; its reserves for policy= 
holders; the state of its investments and assets; its surplus; 
its liabilities to policyholders; its payment in dividends, 
claims and expenses; and these reports are publicly criticised, 
not only in the home of the company but by the most experienced 
experts in foreign countries. The Government of the United States 
exercises the strictest control over the affairs of life assurance 
companies, causing a searching examination to be made annually, 
and oftener if requested by the insurance department of any State 
or Country in which the Company operates. It causes the policies 
to be valued, and the actual reserves to be minutely calculated, 
for the purpose of confirming by official inspection the reserve 
value declared by each company, and shew what surplus each company Be 
holds for policyholders in addition to the reserves on their poli- ~ z 
cies. a 

The certificate of the Insurance Department of the United 
States is regarded, certainly in Great Britain, and also in other 
countries where American life offices carry on extensive husiness, 
with the utmost confidence; and one of the main inducements to 


Japanese to become policyholders in foreign companies is their 


confidence in the system of inspection, the careful valuation of __ 
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the reserves, and the surpluses which represent the margin of pro- 
tection against disasters, national or individual, which have a 
tendency to reduce the value of the investments. The large sure 
plus of a foreign company is, undoubtedly, the best protection a 
policyholder can have against fluctuation in the value of securi- 
ties; and the surplus mist be entirely absorbed before policy-= 
nolders can havé reason to fear for the principal value of their 
securitiés. ZA 

Exercising its undoubted right to refuse registration to 
companies which do not conform to the standard of status defined 
by law, the Government has performed the important duty of proe. 
tecting the public against weak or undesirable institutions; 
to intending assurants may be safely left the option of selection 
of the company they consider best suited for their purposes. in 
addition to the exercise of this power the Government holds from 
each company a deposit of Yen 100,000 to be maintained at its 
full value so long as the company carries on business in Japan. 
This deposit is in Japan, as in England, an indication of the good 
faith of the company; and is also a material guarantee that the 
company will, in all things, conform to the law of the country 
and obey the judgments of its courts. If this view is correct it 
disposes of the contention that there is no control over foreign 
companies in Japan. 

If the investment of legal reserves in Japanese securities 
is insisted upon, the branches or foreign life offices will be-~ 
come, as it were, separate sections of the companies; and the 
holders of policies therein will be confined to the securities 
and results of that section, which will defeat the principal obe 
ject policyholders have in view when applying for policies in the 
foreign life companies they may select. 

te Reference is made to the difference of control be- 


tween Japanese and foreign companies, and to the necessity of sub- 


jecting them to equal terms; but consideration shews that order a il 


’ 
imposes upon foreign companies restrictions to which no Japanese 
company is subj ected; and which discriminates unfairly and une 
reasonably against foreign companies? A provision, therefore, 
intended to secure Japanese policyholders will, assuredly in prac- 
tice, exercise the opposite effect. When large policies are 
_ Bought from foreign companies it is because they are regarded as 
morally absolute securities at an interest return commensurate 
with the high degree of safety enjoyed. 
5. With regard to the practice of other countries, spee: 
cial reference may be made to the usage of Great Britain, which-is 
to require every life assurance company, British or foreign, to 
give proof of its good faith and respectability by depositing a. 
sum of L 20,000, in the Court of Chancery until the company is 
able to accumulate I 40,000 out of the premium income. (An extract 
from the Life Assurance Companies’ Act, 1870, section 5, is ape 
pended). There are no restrictions upon the investments of come 
panies other than as required for the deposit. The fund of IL 
40,000 is not restricted to investments in Great Britain. The 
result of this enlightened policy has hae to enable large Ameée 
rican companies to establish themselves in Great Britain; not 
merely to stimulate the sound economical practice of life assure 
ance amongst the British people, but to introduce reforms in the 
practice of British offices initiated by the American offices; 
with the result that the business has ‘increased to such an ex@- 
tent that it is now probably the largest commercial undertaking 
in the civilized world. The policy that prevails in Great Brie 
tain has resulted in foreign companies carrying on business there 
making large investments in British securities, but voluntarily, 


and not under compulsion. If the reserves of American offices 


had compulsorily to be invested in certain British government secr- 


rities, there would be few Amrican offices doing business in Great 
Britain, to the manifest disadvantage of the British people. 
The amount of reserves that would have to be deposited if 


it 


iy 


the order is insisted upon is contingent upon business done by 


6 


each company; and the age of the policies in force. In dealing 
‘with reserves a life company must have perfect freedom of selectins 
of the security in which those funds must be invested; and the 
feeling of the respective directors of the majority of the great 
‘compm ies is that if, apart from a deposit for the seourity of 
“policyholders, the legal reserves must be invested in Japanese se- 
curities, business becomes no longer practicable or possibie; and 
ne most careful companies must withdraw from its exercise. On 
this point there can be no better judges than the directors who 
nave for years watched over the interests of their companies. It 
is not a matter of sentiment or choice; it is a keen, hard busie 
ness necessity; and also there is an obligation to satisfy polie 
cyholders that all the investments are under the immediate control 
of the directors and are independent of political changes, such as 
those which might at any momemt in Japan seriously affect govern- 
ment securities in the same manner as the government securities 
of Great Britain were affected by the events ‘of 18699, and from 
which they have not yet recovered. 

6. One of the privileges accorded to policyholders by 
foreign companies is the right to use their policies as securities 
for loans, the amount of such loans hbeing regulated by the reserve 
value of each policy. This condition is largely availed of for . | 

the purpose of paying premiums; for it is an economical method = 
of securing protection by borrowing from the assurance company the 
premium at the low rate of 5% per annun. Not only is the loan 
condition made use of for premium purposes, but when policies in 

the course of years acquire considerable value, loans are taken at 

5% for the purpose of reinvesting at the higher rates ruling in 


different cpuntries and at different times. If the reserves are 


to be deposited in certain fixed securities, it is not possible 


that they can also be advanced to policyholders; otherwise a com- 
pany will be in the position of doubly depositing the reserves, 


5 
with the Government, and also with policyholders. This system 
will be best explained by an example:- A recent case is a policy 
issued in September, 18691, on the life of a foreign resident in 
Yokohama, on the 20 years endowment principle, for L 3,000, which 
was required to be used as security for an advance. The assure. 
ance company authorised a loan on this policy of its full reserve 
value, namely L 1,296. This is only one of many instances, Mad 
the company previously invested the legal reserve of this policy 
under the insurance order, it could not have made this advance 
without doubly investing the legal reserve; which is a practical 
impossibility. If the legal reserves, therefore, must be invest- 
ed in Japan, it is absolutely impossible that the companies can 
givé effect to the loan clause of the policies, which must, there- 
fore, be rescinded. 

V The assertion that the legal reserve, if deposited, 
will soon reach enormous figures, and there would be no limit to 
the expansion of the deposit, is relative only to the proportion C 
of the business transactions of each cormany. If the reserves of 
the Meiji Life Insurance Company, after 20 years of existence, on 
policies of the face value. of Yen 24,000,000, are only Yen 2,600, 
000, it follows that the reserves are insufficient unless they are 
calculated on a basis widely different from that adopted by foe 
reign offices, whose standard is 3 1/2 % or 3%. If the same | 
standard were adopted by the Meiji Life Insurance Company, an 
actuary would probably find that the reserves were altogether ins | 
sufficient; and if new business were to be discontinued, a li- | 
guidation of the old business with those reserves would be im- 
practicable. As mentioned before, it is not the amount of re: 
serve but the compulsory form of its investment, to which the 
companies object. It is well known that unless a company can 
earn larger interest than the percentage jon Which its reserves are 


calculated, it can never create a surplus; and it should be . 


known that surplus ia the strength of a company, and, in “a ; a 


is the source from which the profits or bonuses payable to poli= a mi 
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cyholders are derived, 7 

Briefly stated the position is this. The compulsory ine 
vestment of the legal reserves in securities and at rates of ine 
terest which are not approved by the financial directors of the | 
companies, must put a stop to further business, and lead to the 
withdrawal of the companies from Japan, as they have been forced 
to withdraw from other cpuntries until similar restrictions have 
been modofied, 

The notes state, on page 6, that the deposit of reserves is 
adopted hy all countries of Europe and America; and on page 7, 
this statement is modified to "almost" all countries of Europe 
and America. Great Britain must he considered to rank amongst 
the foremost commercial nations of the world; yet the only ree 
striction it. imposes upon foreign companies is a deposit in proof 
of their good faith and respectabili«=:; and when a fund of twice 
the amount of the deposit has been accumulated out of the premium 


income the deposit will be returned on request. 


8. In place of the inspection to which Japanese Companies 


are subjected may he substituted the close Governmental inspection 
in the United States and in Great Britain; and every foreign 
company carrying on business in Japan can have no reasonable obe 
jection to furnish to the Government periodically, or whenever 
required, sworn statements of their affairs with certified copies 
of the report of the inspector of insurance. These documents 
are in fact the very best evidence of the solvency of the compas!* 
nies; while their deposits with the Government in Japan should ~ 
form sufficient concrete sé@curity that the judgment of a compee 
tent court will be satisfied on the spot. The question as to 
which company deserves the confidence of assurants must be de- 
cided by themselves; for ever, man has che choice of various Jae 
panese companies and various foreign companies; and if he is a 
prudent man he assures in that which appears to him to be the 


best for his particular purpose. 


9 
9. The foregoing corments may he surmarised as follows:ie 

Japanese and foreign life companies are placed on an entirely . 
different basis. The first are permitted to invest their restre 
serves as they see fit, and to control their funds without intere 
ference. Foreign companies are required not merely to make a 
deposit as a guarantee of their good faith, but to invest their 
reserves under conditions which render prudent business impossible. 
This seems to be undue discrimination against foreign offices. 

The rights of policyhofders in Japan are amply protected 
by the deposits and income in Japan of the companies in which 
these policies are held. The power to refuse registration to 
any company not approved,by the Department of Agriculture and 

Commerce, combined with the deposit condition, is sufficient to 
exclude doubtful or undesirable undertakings from carrying on Due 
siness in this country. 

The investment of reserves in Japanese Government secu- 
rities has been shewn to be unsuitable and undesirable; a form 
of investment which competent men of business, versed in life 
assurance requirements, will not consent to. The practice of 
other countries has heen cited in justification of the recent ore 
der in Japan; .but it is shewn conclusively that the practice of 
Great Britain varies materially, and is much more reasonable and 
liberal than that now proposed to be enforced in Japan. 

The investment of the reserves is at variance with the 
loan clause in the policies issued hy foreicgn companies. Com= 
pulsory investment of the reserves in one form of security must 
compel the loan clause in the policies to he rescinded; or if 
the loan clause be retained, the compulsory investment of the ree" 
serves in another form must be waived. 

10. A passage in the “Explanatory Notes", although not 
definitely expressed, is of a very encouraging character: it is 


as follows:- “But now, after a lapse of over three years, when the 


"foreign insurance companies have increased in number and their ee 


10 

“policies have risen to a considerable amount, the necessity for 
"the order has become urgent. But the Imperial Government, being 
"stivl desirous to con .:.e their policy of moderation towards the 
"rvureign companies and to entail upon them as little inconveni- 
"ence as possible, content themselves with ordering deposits of 
"the minimum limit.” 

If the Imperial Government, having fully considered the 
situation and the explanations submitted by Foreign Companies, 
are resolved to limit the order to the deposit of the minimum sum 
of Yen 100,000, the difficulties presented to life insurance com-~ 
panies will be lessened by the waiver of the deposit of reserves; 
and the action of the Government will be regarded as another ine 
dication of the encouragement extended to important foreign under- 
takings, which have for their object the promotion of habits of 
thrift and affording means for family protection, and provision 
for declining years; and to place within the means of eVery suit- 
able person facilities for participating in the benefits arising 


from a system of assurance evolved from the prolonged experience 


of famous experts, and welcomed hy the chief nations of the earth. 


YOKOHAMA, 


25th November , 1905, 


Signed: J. T. Hamilton, 
Special representative in Japan 
Equitable: Life Assurance Society 
of the United States, 
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APPENDIX. 


The Life Assurance Companies’ Act, 1870, Section ¢. 
Every Company established after the passing of this act within 
the United Kingdom, and ‘every company established or to he estahe 


lished out of the United Kingdom which shall after the passing of 


this act commence to carry on the business of Life Assurance with- 


in the United Kingdom shall be required to deposit the sum of L 
20,000 with the Accountant General of the Court of Chancery to be 
invested by him in one of the securities usually adopted by the 
Court for the investment of funds paiced from time to + ime under 
his administration the Company electing the particular security 
and receiving the income therefrom and the Registrar shall not 
issue a certificate of incorporation unless such deposit shall 
have been made, and the Accountant General shall return deposit to 
the Company as soon as its Life Assurance Fund accumulated out of 


the premiums shall have amounted to L 40,000, 


Companies British or Foreign must make the same deposit, 
choice of investment is left to the Company. 
The interest of such investments is paid to the Company. 
The deposit shall be returned to the Company as soon as 
its accumulated funds amount to L 40,0003 
The investment of such accumulated funds is not restricted 


to Great Britain. 


Enclosure No, J with Mr, GRiscom's No. 2S ot Aawenler 5 /fa3, 


Copy: 


THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO, OF NEW YORK, 


Yokohama, November 20, 1905, 


Honorable Lloyd C. Griscom 
etc,., etc., etc., 


Tokyo, 


I am in receipt of a copy of "Explanatory Notes* 

issued by the Japanese insurance authorities in reference 
to the insurance deposit asked for on June 26th last,which 
to say the least is indefinite and confusing. 

I propose to take the matter up in detail and furnish 
you with the following facts,rather than opinions of my owm - 

"Fx planatory Notes" starts out by giving the law un- 
der which-,.the Japanese authorities operate, and upon which 
I make ne eenment. Whether the Japanese Government is 
violating its treaty with America or other countries in the 
insurance order in question I am not in a position to say, 
but leave that matter to the Representatives of the differ- 
ent countries concerned, but the "Explanatory Notes" states 
first, that the yYapanese policy holders, in the event of 
being compelled to bring suit against the foreign insurance 
companies, under certain conditions, would have to bring 
such suit in foreign countries, This is a mistake, The 
companies operating in Japan at present are mutual compane- 
ies, and aS Serene or misdemeanor of any sort that 
may be proven against them, or any damages that may be as- 
sessed against them in any one country are collectable 
wherever their property may be found. Any judgement render- 
ed against any of these companies in yapan would bear e~ nee 
qually upon them in any country, besides when making applic 
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Sation for permission to do business in Japan especial pro- 
vision is made to protect Japanese policy-holders ip tne 
event of shits at law, 

"Explanatory Notes" states next, that this action is 
taken "in order therefore to remove such differences of 
“control between Japanese and foreign companies, and to sub. 
"ject them to equal treatment there is no other way possi- 
"ble, but to order deposits to be made in accordagce with 
"the provisions of the above mentioned Imperial order’, 

In answer to this I say - The Japanese companies are 
not required to deposit one dollar in Government Bonds that 
gannot be disposed of, should business prudence dictate, 
Therefore any company that is compelled to deposit Yen 
100,000 in Government Bonds that they cangot dispose of in 
the event of a threatened depreciation, and replace by 
other securities, equally valuable, must be at a disadvan- 
tage ; furthermore, the Government requires that in the 
event of a deprecation in the Government Bonds to be 4epos- 
ited, that additional bonds of the same kind must be depos- 

“Vteas 

Under these circumstances it is entirely possible that 
at some time foreign insurance companies would have more 
than Yen 100,000 upon deposit, although the value of the 
ponds would not represent more than the amount in question, 

Could anything be more unfair than a proposition of 
this sort? <a 

"Fxplanatory Notes" then goes on to say--"As to the 
"fixing of the amount of deposit at Yen 100,000, since per- 
"mission to establish a Japanese insurange company is not 
"granted unless it has a capital of Yen 100,000, this mini- 


"mum limit was taken as a standard®, 


As a matter of fact, no Japanese company is required 


1 he 


| eee 
to deposit Yen 100,000 as security to do business, A Jape ~~ 
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at | 
anese company is reqYired to have a subscribed: capital of 


Yen 100,090, of which one-fourth only need be deposited in 
cash or securities; consequently foreign companies that 
deposit Yen 100,000 would be at a disadvantage, 
"Explanatory Notes" further statese- 
"As foreign insurance companies have to deposit Yen 100,000 
"in cash or negotiable instruments that have especially 
"been fixed upon, while Japanese companies a ae hold 
"the same in reserve, the former wold arpear to be placed 
"in a disadvantageous position with respect to the employ- 
"ment of their capital; but whereas the former keep their 


"capital in the country and hold a security for policy hol- 


7 “ders, the latter keep their capital abroad; and conse- 


"quently policy-holders cannot in regard to it possess any 
"special rights or interest", 

This statement shows upon its face what it really is. 
If a foreign company must deposit Yen 100,000 in Japanese 
Bonds, which is four times the ilioieit deposited by a native 
company, and must deposit, in addition thereto, its legal 
reserve in Japanese Bonds, it stands to reason that they 
will have as much or more capital in the country than the 
Japanese companies would have, Therefore, the statement 
that their capital is kept abroad would be untrue, if these 
conditions were complied with, 

If the foreign companies should comply with the order 
to deposit Yen 100,000 and in addition thereto their legal 
reserve in negotiable securities, which could be disposed 
of should prudence dictate’ and be replaced by other securi- 
ties, then the companies would be on an equal footing with 
the Japanese companies, but this would not be so es long as 
foreign companies must comply with every condition that the 


Japanese companies comply with, and, in addition thereto 
furnish a certificate of solvency from their home govern- 


ment and deposit such securities in yapanese Bonds, 


» 


when this article states that there.is no other effective 
metnod of making such deposits they state what no other 
governmerm in the world states, because no other government 
requires foreign insurance companies to deposit in their 
own bonds, without the right to dispose of the same should 
they deprecate in value, and being compelled to replace the 
same byadditional bonds of same nature, should they deprec- 
iate. Inasmuch as the only funds at the disposal of any 
company for reserve sectrity is the amount prescribed by 
law and collected from' the policy-holders, which is exact 
to the very cent, in the event of a depreciation of such 
reserve investment there would be no funds at the disposal 
of the company, no matter how wealthy it might be, for the 
purchase of additional reserve securities, without robbing 
policy-holders elsewhere, To do this would immediately ine 
vite criticism and restraining orders from all parts of 
the world, and the company that did this would »be thrown 
into insolvency and its ‘affairs wound up by the United 
States Government, *. 

This article goes on still further to cite the Meiji 
Life Insurance Company as an illustration of what reserves 
are to be accumulated. I can only say that life insurance 
companies operating under the laws of the United States 
have no knowledge of any such reserve as is here cited, 

You will observe that this article states that during 
an existence of. over twenty years this company has written~ 


business amounting to Yen 24,000,000. This amount is small 


for any company to write in twenty years, but at the same 


time we allow for the sake of argument, that amount to 
stand. It goes on further and states that the reserve ac- 
cumulated upon this amount of money in twenty years is 


Yen 2,600,000, 


I do not know what system of life insurance is prac- 
ticed by the Meiji Life Insurance Company, in question, but 
it does not take much of 4 mathonatieien te figure that 
should the Meiji Life Insurance Company never write one 
more dollar of life insurance,- close their books and sim- 
ply pay off the accumulated insurance liability of Yen 
24,000,000 it would take 185 years at their present rate 
of increase of reserve to equal the face value of the lia- 
bility. As the average age of the insured is 35 years and 
the expectation of life at that age 32 years, further com- 
ment upon this item is unnecessary, 

I would state, however, what I knew to be facts re- 
garding foreign life insurance companies, The average in- 
surance written by foreign companies carries a premium of 
Yen 50 per Yen 1000, which represents 20 Year Endowment 
contracts . Now then,- the amount reouired, increased at 
3-1/2 per cent, interest to meet such contracts at their 
maturity, i.e., 20 years, would be Yen 36.67 per an»um for 
each Yen 1000 insured, This amount at the end of twenty 
years would exactly equal the sum of Yen 1000, consequent- 


‘ly there cah be no deviation from this rulef~ therefore, 


any company that had Yen 24,000,000 of insurance upon their 


books would at the end of twenty years, if the insurance 
was written upon the legal reserve plan, ( and legal reserve 
cannot mean anything unless it means an amount deposited 
each year to equal the face of te policy at maturity), have 
at the end of twenty years Yen 20,000,000 to meet such li- 
ability. Of course this would be based upon the supj;osi- 
tion that there would be Yen 20,000,000 in force to start 
with, This of course was not the case with the weiji . 
nor would it he the case with any other company, but there 


would certainly come a time when that much business would 


pe in force, and when that much money would -have to be 
maintained in the reserve, 

It might be possible, however, that the Me ji Life In- 
surance Company has written all its business upon a life 
plan, which carries with it a lower premium rate, and cone 
sequently a lower reserve, We therefore find that, in‘ or=_ 
der to provide for the lowest form of insurance issued, 
i.e., whole life, that at age 55, the amount of reserve 
+hnat would have to be deposited each year to be increased 
at 3-1/2 per. cent. imterest , would be Yen 11,76 per Yen 
1000, As the expectation of life at the age of 35 is 31.78 
years, and as each dollar at 3-1/2 per cegt. at the end of 
32 years (which we use in round numbers for the sake of 
previty) equals Yen 59,3412, it naturally follows that the 
amount on hand at the end of 32 years for each Yen 1000, 
upon the lowest form of insurance known to insurance men 
upon which a legal reserve is carried, would equal Yen 
697.85 per Yen 1000; or, in other words, for each Yen 
1,000,000: of insurance in force the company would have to 
have on hand Yen 697,850.00 , From these figures it can 
easily be seen that the Meji Life Insurance Company is not 
maintaining a legal reserve as we understand legal reserve 
at home, 

Of course it micht be assumed that a company would ear 
slightly more than 3-1/2 per cent, interest in Japan, but 
it would be unsafe to go very far beyond that in making con 
tracts to run for eighty years in the future; consequently 
the result would be affected but little, if any. 

I would futther say that this article states:-"That 
"the system of ordering deposits for the purpose of cén- 

"trolling foreign insurance companies is not peculiar to 


"this country*®,. 


In answer to this I would say that this system is 0 SS 
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culiar to Japan, Qther bountrieces require certain deposits 
L 
but certainly no country requires deposits upon this sys- 


‘ 
tem, 


4 
mount to Japanese companies, would be a cotparatively small 


This Yen 100,000, whilst it would appear a large a- 


amount to foreign companies, and it could be maintained in 
Japanese securities out of the surplus; consequently there 
would be no encroachment upon the reserve as deposited with 
the insurance departments in America, 

I would further state that as long as a deposit of 
Yen 100,000 is kept intact in Japan, it ought to be suffice 
ient to protect all policy-holcers , inasmuch as no suit 
that could be brought would at any time ‘exceed that amount, 
and any amount withdrawn from that deposit to make-gtod 
judgements against ta® company would have to be immediately 
replaced, 

I would futther point out that even should foreign 
companies be willing to deposit the entire legal reserve 
in Japanese Governmertt Bonds, which could not be disposed 
of in the event of a depreciation, that these bonds would 
not be accepted by the insurance departments of the United 
States as @egal reserve; consequently the companies would 
be forbidden to operate in Japan, because no responshble 
insurance department could accept securities that might de- 
preciate in value without the power of the companies to 
protect themselves, 

Let us suppose, for example, that Japanese bonds ; 
should depreciate in value and the Amerigan Insurance De- 
partment should refuse to recognize them as adequate re- 
serve security end order the company holding same to dis- 


pose of them;- under the proposed order the bonds could not 


be disposed of, consequently the order could not be obeyed, 
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A foreign company might offer as reserve to the home author. 
ities , for Japanese contracts, negotiable securities taken 
from their serbitie and replace such surplus over which the 
American Covernment has no jurisdiction, with negotiable 
Japanese Government Bonds, but a company that would do this 
would not be honest, nor do I think such a company should 


be encouraged to operate in rapan, 


It must also be borne in mind that these contracts ny 


made to run from ten to forty years and in many instances 
to carry annuities for forty years more, consequently in 
providing for the maintenance of these contracts no rate 

of interest must be assumed that cannot reasonably be exe 
pected to be earned for eighty years; nor must money be in. 
vested in securities that are not negotiable for a period 
covering that length of time, Eighty years is a long time 
and politics change materially in that time. Of what value 
would bonds issued eighty years ago by the Japanese Governe- 
ment be at this time, 

Again, this article says,-- that the Meiji Life Insur. 
ance Company does business in China and Korea.-- Would 
that company be willing &o accept the same terms from these 
Governments as the Japanese Covernment proposes to mete out 
to foreign companies? 

I trust that these remarks may in some measure throw 
some light upon thispubject, and respectfully ask that 
you find out from the Government whether it is their fixed 
purpose to charge in addition to the ~en 100,000 deposit, 
the legal reserve, or whether they are going to content 1 
themselves with charging the minimum amount of yen 100,000, 

Very respectfully, _ 
(Sgd) BASIL H. BETYS, 
Special Representative, 
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Remarks on the Fxplanatory Notice. 


The document, sets out to demonstrate that the native insure 
ance companies have, under the present laws, to bear more bure 
dens than the foreign insurance companies doing business in Jape 
ai, and that therefor it is only just to establish equality of 
treatment hetween the two by making the latter cive the stipula- 
ted securitye 

The measure is, , not intended to bring about a difere 
ential treatment in the case of the foreign insurance companies. 
Satisfaction must be felt in establishing this fact, for then 

there is ground for the helief that by proving that the measure 
actually does bring about such treatment, contrary to the dee 
clared intentions of the Imperial Government, they might be pree 
vailed upon to.vreconsider it, 

The security would be demanded from the foreign insurance 
companies to counterbalance the heavier burdens imposed upon the 
native insurance companies. First among such burdens the noticé 
mentions the control which the Government exercises over the 
Japanese companies. 

It is difficult to see how the burden due to State control 
can be estimated in money. But aside from that, the restrice 
tions and obligations by which the Government have seen fit to 
‘ontrol the operations of the native companies are equally inm= 
posed upon the foreign companies by Articles 16 and 25 of the 
Imperial Ordinance of September 27, 1900, concerning foreign ine 
Sirance companies. Indeed those articles make applicable to 

foreign firms Articles 10 and 11 of the “aw of Insurance cited 
in the notice to lay stress on the control exercised over Japane 
ese concerns. Thus the former, quite similarly to the latter, 


wre obliged to furnish the administration with any information 


they 


"y 


es 2; 


want for examining into the soundness of their management, 


obey orders issnedi *: them in the interest of the insured 


one-and the other are alike threatened with the suspension 
‘heir business, in case of bad faith or disobedience, and that 
penalty, by seriously affecting the credit of the company cone 
rned, is even harder upon foreign concerns, whose vital elee 
will then be shaken outside of Japan. If then it is ene 
to the interest of these concerns to have both their cene 
ral managements and their branches in this country strictly obe 
rve the orders of the Japanese authorities, thus taking upon 
selves the same burdens as the native companies and being 
edged to a control quite as effective ag that exercised over 
chatter, they have in addition to hear the burdens growing 
f the control existing in their countries of origin. Very 
far from finding themselves in a more’ favorable position than 
Japanese companies in the matter of supervision, the foreign 
mpanies are thus the more securely bound, and there could he 
reason to inflict upon them , under this head, a measure by 
o*f eet 
According to the explanatory notice such a measure would 
)} be called for because in virtue of the Law of Insurance,- 
Article 96,--those carrying life insurance have up to a certain 
i preferential right to the property of the company. Were 
rument conclusive it would nevertheless only justify the 
of a measure in the case of the foreign companies insofar 
are engaged in life insurance, and not in the case of a 
insurance companies in general. But wherein is the estabe 
ishment of the preferential right a burden to the native cone 
pany?which calls for an offset? It nowise embarasses it in its 


J 


erations and development. Quite the contrary, it is rather 


advantage by which, in the nature of things, the Government 
ve been able to make Japanese concerns profit, inasmuch as 
*’ will be able to attract more clients by tempting them with 


right weich can be exercised against themselves but which cane 


ot be exercised against their foreign competitors. Thus in 
this 


=~ * 

respect too there can by no means be a question of offset, 

ul to restore equality of treatment for the penef it or th 

ve companies, 

In this connection the notice further points out that, in 
he absence of security, the Japanese policy holders, whose 
‘rredits would he for the most part small, would in fact have_no 
redress in case of the insolvency of the foreign company or the 
liquidation of its branches in this country; the smallness of 
.e claims woulé be a hindrance to their settlement before a 

court. The statement is at least open to discussion, 
since the Japanese Government may be sure that in the countries 
nere the foreign insurance companies have their principal offie 
es justice is done, probably similarly as in Japan, irrespece 


tive of the sum at stake. The great number of them, on the 


her hand, will make the process the easier. Moreover it may 


he observed that the preferential right set up in favor of the 
life . 
Japanese policy holders does not seem to be beyond criticisn 
from the standpoint of equity. Why indeed should the policy 
nolders of a certain nationality or who live in a certair terrie 
have more rights than those living elsewhere or belonging 
another nationality; the nature of credit if the same everye 
WEA. 
But be that as it may, the moment the notice attempts to 
iefend the security. as an equivalent for the preferential right 
riven the holders of life policies in a native company, the order 
deposit the amount of the security becomes a measure though* 
wise for the purpose of favoring certain persons, and no longer 
a measure intensed to equalize the condition of the differen 
concern S. Now since apparently the notice would demonstrate 
that the only question is of a measure of the latter nature, the 
reason based upon the difference in the position of the polic: 
holders does not affect the question and could not enter into 
.¢@ line of argument. The exorbitant security, prescribed 


Specially for the foreign life insurance companies being based 


ipon this, in the present case, entirely é@xceptionable reason, 
4g 


ala 
ground kikewise inadmissable. 
been impossible to find 


the foreign coman 


rage ne Vo 
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» yurdens +o which on the other hand the native cor- 
nies are alone subject, the measure would in reality set up 
i ~ y, 


. dafference of treatment hetween those companies and the fore 


concerns 
permm~pandes ,--which is what the Imperial Government declare 


a 


not wish to do. 


Consequently it is ta@ be hoped that the Imperial Government, 


aving subjected the measure to a new investigation, may 


convineed of the necessity to revoke ite There is 


y* 


‘or the belief that the Government of Fis Majesty the 


will decide upon that course the more readily when the:’ 


“a > 


the measure from which, in their solicitude for the 


for them too a development of 


1¢88,--"and on ¢] hand it gives foreign companies an 


“=. 


= 


ive means whereby they can obtain confidence vis-a-vis 


policy-holders and Japanese public at large,%- far fron” 


iing that end, threatens many with the necessity of liquie 


their business in this country. There seems to be no 


iat the Imperial Government, animated, as the notice 


4a 


good-will, do not in fact wish to expel 


Tananese territory foreign concerns which enjoy general 


and have heen distinguished by the scrupulous keeping of 


engacement Ss. 
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December 7, 1903, 


Griscom to the Secretary of ‘State, 


Subject¢ Confirming an interchange of telegrams between 


the Department and the Legation on the Bubject of the proe- 


posed State Monopoly of Tobacco Manufacture in Japan,<«-<- 


Japanese Government refuses. to alter the Monopoly Bill so 


to give increased compensation for property taken over 


State.--- Measure likely to meet with considerable 
opposition in the Diet, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOK 


December 7, 19035, 


To the Honorable John Way, 
Secretary of State, 


Washineton, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
telegraphic instruction of the 2lst(?) ultimo in’ relation 
to the proposed Government tobacco monopoly, reading as 
follows: 

" Reported that Japanese Government proposes to e@5- 
"tablish monopoly of manufacturing circarettes and to- 
"bacco products and to pay for tangible assets of mane 
"ufacturers amount to be appraised By Government ape 
"“pointees without right of owner to choose any ap- 


"praiser, and to pay one year’s income for good will. 


"American citizens sre largely interested in Murai 


"Brothers Company. Represent to Minister of Foreign 


"Affairs that proposed compensation and mention of 
"valuation are most unsatisfactory to Americans intere 
"ested who insist that real estate and tangible assets 
"should be taken at valuations .on Murai Company's 
"pooks or be appraised by board of competent and dis- 
"interested appraisers selected equally by Governmert 
"and Murai Company; .and that a sum at least six times 
"as large as the average annual income of Murai Come 
"pany for last three calendar years, including current 
"year, be paid for good willj;,;and that bills and ace 
"counts be taken at face or agreed value because Gov- 
"ernment can @nforce collection, They expect all pay- 
"mente in cash or bonds at price in open market, Re- 


"fer to my communication through Minister Buck in 


"October, 1899, Use all friendly efforts to secure 


° - 
é 


more 
% 


"more equitable treatment and fair compensation, kKe- 
"nresent to Mimister of Fofeign Affairs unfavorable 
"impression that will be made by unfair treatment of 


"American,investors, Confer with Parish and Godsey,. 
aby 
"Cordially coeoperate with British Minister, Report 


cad 


"by cable and letter", 


have the honor also to confirm my telegram in reply 


e above , as follows: 
Referring to your telercram of the twentieth in ree 
"lation to tobacco monopoly, I have made representa- 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs in compli- : 
with your instructiéns,. He replied that proe- 
"nosed measure having been absolutely decided upon by 
Wt hi Bovernment and received approval of the Emperor 
"will be proposed to the Diet without any change, 
will be subjected to full discussion and 
"nossible amendient, He replied to my argpments about 
"increased compensation that the Diet must decide sypch 
"matters. I am co-overating with British Minister but 
"see no probability that our representations will 
"bring about change in the proposed measure,” 
Immediately upon the receipt of your telegram I consulte- 
ed with Colonel Parrish, the representative of the American 
tobacco interests,and heard his full exposition of the pos- 
ition of his company. He-had already sought the interven-_ 
tion of the British Minister in view of the fact that 60% 
of the stock of the Japanese corporation is owned by a 
British company. There are but three American stockholders 
of the Japanese company, 
On the 27th ultimo 1 called upon the Minister for For- 
eigen Affairs and read him a copy of your telegraphic ine 
truction, I added such arguments as seemed advisable and 
a 


explained to him in detail the various points raised by 


Colonel 


ae at oe, 
eae 


ad ae Wikies 


4, 
a 


Colonel Parrish in his interview with me, Finaily I re- 
quested that the Monopoly Bill be altered before pfesenta- 
tion to the Diet so as to increase the compensation to an 
equivalent of six years' income and provide for an equita- 
ble a praising of the value of all property taken over by 
the Governmerl , 

The Minister replied very positively that under no 
circumstances would the Bill be altered before presentation 

He said it had received the approval of the 
Emperor, been printed and made pudlic,and tnerefore must 
‘ before the Diet in its present form. He added t! the » 
matter of compensation would there be subjected to much 
discussion and the Bill perhaps amended, ; In order to 
emphag!ge my remarks I left with the Minister a copy of 
your instruction, omitting the last three sentences, 

On the same day the British Minister sent to the Fore 
eign Office a Memorandum, as per copy herewith enclosed, 
Being unwell, it was not until a few days later that he 
saw the Minister and supported his Memorandum with verbal 
representations, le now informs me that Baron Komura made 
to him precisely the same declarations made to me, It was 
evident that the Japanese Government could not be prevailed 
upom to alter the B and I therefore telegraphed you to 
that effect, Cofonel Parrish has-expressed himself as sat- 

nat whatever was possible through diplomatic chane 
s nas now been done, 
For some years past the Japanese Government has been 


irecting its attention towards the tobacco trade with a 


view of finding therein a source of ravehue. The estab- 


lishment, in 1899, of a Government *onopoly of the cultiva- 

and importation of leaf tobacco was a forerunner of 
tne more elaborate scheme now in embryonic state and a- 
bout to be proposed to.the Imperial Diet, In the same 


year 


wen the American Tobacco Company made a large ine 
in the tobacco business in Japan it did so knowing 
ere was every possibility that within the course of 
years their business would be taken over by the Gove 
With this in mind the Company approached the 
tate Department and represented that before making their 
BK 
investment in Japan they woukd like to obtain an assurance 
the Imperial Government that even if their business 
uken over by a State. monopoly full value would be 
not only for the manufacturing establishments but 
‘or good will, A reference to the correspondence bee 


the Department and this Legation at that time (see 


artment's telegram 6f October 27, 1899) shows that the 


1 
nese Government failed to give any such ee 


reported in his No. 377 of November 23, 1899, that he 
vas informed, upon inquiry at the Foreign Office, that 
""'canpital to be claimed by them’ is to be taken as include 
"ing > good will a : ne actual money investment* 
inis somewhat varue stateme Ss ~pparently the only refe 
de at the time by tne Japanese Government to the 
of good will, 
the last session of the Diet.the Government was une 
to put through their land tax measure calculated to 
provide a large amount of much needed revenue, Failing 
this source, the Governmert has been obliged to turn else- 
vynere for Pevenue and the alternative to be brought as a 
Government measure hefore the new Diet is the tobacco mone 
opoly. In the Government's estimate for the new ®udget the 
future monopoly of tobacco plays an important part and an 
additional net revenue of from five to twelve million yen 
per annum, during the next seven years, is expected to ac- 
crue tnerefrom, In considering the relations of American 
civizens to the whole question of the monopoly it is well 


ct 


to 


o 
n mind the present economic condition of Japan and 
rtant tearing of the ney heme the future 
iperial Government, : nt : easure 
but lightly considered nor is its alteration 


brought about by any ordinary friendly representa- 


of one or even tw reicn rovers, he Bill has been 
isned id I transmit vith 2a islation of some 
fifty of the more import: 
fas convened 
.cCco 
ion; in fact it 
imvort 
nsiderable 


contained in the daily 


Sassare ov tne 


+ 


~~ «% 
»_*- * 


, . . ‘ + 
obedient servant, 


Fnclosures: 


he Copy of Memorandum of British Minister to Baron Koe 


o/ 


mura of date November 27, 1903, 


Translation of essential articles of Tobacco Monopoly 


az 


+ 


Enclosure No, 1 with ¥r,. Griscom's No. 29 of Dec.’7, 


MEMOR AND‘ mr | . 


"ith reference to the reported intention of the Japane- 
overnment to bring in during the fo*heoming session 
of the Diet a Bill establishing a tobacco monopoly/ par- 
-iculars o@ which have quite recently appeared in the yape- 
press, the British Ameyican Tobacco Company “ave re- 
Dp! nt nH overnment the hardship to them as 


nolders of over sixty per cent, of shares of Murai and 


na 


ompany, in respect of which they have paid large sums for 
1e@ goodewill, if the contemplated tobacco monopoly should 


, 


created without payment for food-will. 


Y 


The Company in question have becn given to understand 


at one year's income only will be offered for good-will. 
this arrangement wiil, the ay, pean very heavy loss to 
, and they are of | h : equitable settlement 
the matter would be ar: at by paying compensat: 


roodewill on the basis of six years' profits 


to lands etc, 


British Legation, 


Tokio, Nov,.-27, 19053. 


Cncketats 2% Oe Pe. Cebh talon Sei ‘9 ear (703. 


Translatione. 


ESSENTIAL POINTS OF GOVERNMENT PROJYCT OF ; 
LAW OF TOBACCO MONOPOLY, 7 
Tre manufacture of tobacco shall be undertaken ex- 
clusively by the Government, 
No tobacco shall be imported except by the Govern- 
ment or by persons appointed by the Government, 
Art. 3. Tobaceo shall not be cultivated except by persons 
who have obtained the permission of the Govern- 
ment. | 
Arts, 4 to 21 deal with the cultivatton of leaf tobacco, 
Art, 22, Manufactured tobacco shall be sold only by the 
Government or by whélesale and retail dealers 
designated by the Government, 

Regulations relating to dealers and to the sale of to- 
pacco shall be determined by Ordinance, 

Art. 23. Tobacco retailers shall not sell manufactured to- 
bacco to consumers except at prices fixed by the 

Government, 

Art, 24, Tobacco dealers shall not opdn nor change the 
wrappings of manufactured tobacco sealed by the 

Government, nor shall they sell such manufactured tobacco 

the wrappings of which are found damaged or injured, 

Art. 25. When application is made for the purchase of to- 
bacco, leaf or manufactured, for the purpose of 

export, it may be purchased at prices specially fixed by 

the Government, 

The purchaser of leaf or manufactured tobacco mention- 
ed in the foregoing paragraph shall keep a book as requir- 
ed by ordinance in which all matters relating to the trans 
saction shall be entered, 

Art, 26, The purchaser of leaf or of manufactured tobacco 
for the purpose of export, as provided for in the 
foregoing Article shall, within a time specified by the 


Government 


Government, present the export permit together with the 
landing certificate to prove that the tobacco has been 
landed at its destination in a foreign country, 

Any one who, without good reason, shall fail to pre- 


sent the said permit and certificate shall be required to 


pay, in the case of leaf tobacco in accordance with Art, 


29, and in case of manufactured tobacco in accordahce with 
Art. 50, i 
Art. 27, Leaf or manufactured tobacco purchased from the 
Government for the purpose of export may not be 
sold or transferred to another, nor consumed, before it 
has been exported, Such goods, however, as have become une- 
stitable for use may, with the permission of the Govern- 
ment, be destroyed, 
Art, 28, When the exportation of leaf or manufactured to- 
bacco purchased from the Government for the pur- 
pose of export has been abandoned, or when one year has e- 
lapsed without exportation, the Government shall take over 
only such as is fit for use and shall cause the remainder 
to be destroyed, 

When tobacco is takem over &s indicated in the fore- 
going paragraph compensation shall be paid as decided by 
an appraiser; but in no case shall the compensation exceed 
the selling price according to Art, 25, 

Art. 29, In case a shortage in weight is found in leaf 

tobacco the exportation of which has been aban- 
doned or which has been taken over by the Government, as 
cpmpared with the weight originally purchased from the 
Government and without sufficient reason, the Government 
shall cause the exporter to pay as respects the said short- 
age an amount equal to four times, or less, the original 
value according to Art. 25, 


Art,30 


+. In case a shortage in weight is found in manu- 
factured tobacco, or tobacco in process of manue- 
facture, the exporattion of which has been abandoned or 
which has been taken over by the Government in acordance 
with the provisions of this law, when the weight of such 
tobacco is compared with the amount originally purchased 
from the Government, and without sufficient reasén, the 
exporter shall be made to pay, in respect of such shortage, 
two times , or less, the differenece between the values 
stated in Arts, 23 and 25, 
Art, 31. The Government may give away leaf tobacco, or 
allow the importation of tebacco , only to those 
who use the same for samples. 

Such samples cannot be disposed of in any other manner 
than, with the permission of the Government, to sell the 
same to others for use as samples, to use for experimental 
purposes, or to destroy, 

Art. 32, Persons who consider a certain kind of manufac- 
tured tobacco to be essential to their health or 
habits, may, with the permission o° the Government to them 
as individuals, import such tobacco for their personal use 
only, 
Tobacco purchased for export may not be stored 


except in such places as allowed by the Govern- 


Pe 


No person whatsoever may, except in such cases 

as are permitted by this law, hold, transfer or 
purchase leaf tobacco or manufactured tobacco without the 
Government mmmts marks; nor mchines, tools or paper used 
solely in the manufacture of tobacco, 


Such articles as are above mentioned, except when con- 


fiscated in accordance with this law, shall be disposed of 


by the Government, 
Art, 35 


No person whatsoever will be allowed to engage 


in the manufacture or sale of any article to be 
substitute for tobacco, 

No one shall be allowed to make, sell or store 
any machines, tools, or wrappings solely used fo 
‘the manufacture of tobacco, without the permission of the 
Government, 

Arts, 37 to 67 deal principally with the cultivation and 


sale of leaf tobacco, and with punitive measures, 


SUPPLEMENTARY RULES, 


This law shall come into force on June lst, 1904, 

except paragraph 2 of Art, 22 and Art, 72, Which 
shall come into operation on the date of the promulgation 
of this law, | 

Persons engaged in the manufacture of tobacco at the 
time of tre operation of this law may continue their busi- 
ness until March 31, 1905, as respects the manufacture of 
cut tobacco only, 

Witn reference to the manufacture of cut tobacco men- 
tioned in the foregoing paragraph and the sale of leaf toe 
bacco for that purpose the provisions of this law shall not 
apply until March 31, 1905, The provisions of the Law of 
Leaf Tobacco Monopoly shall be applied, 

Art. 69. Persons engaged in the cultivation of leaf tobac- 
co at the time of the enforeement of this law 
shall be regarded as cultivators of leaf tobacco according 
to its provisions, 
The following articles shall be takeh over by the 
Governne nt and cpmpensation paid therefor: 


1, Apparatus 


7 


|, Apparatus, tools and wrapping exclusively used for 


‘he manufacture of tobacco, as they exist 6n May 31, 1904, 


except such as are used exclusively for the manufacture of 


Machines and tools used solely for the manufacture 


tobacco, ae they exist on March 51, 1905, 
Leaf tobacco owned by tobacco manufacturers and 
leaf tobacco on March 31, 1905, 
With revard to leaf tobacco for export held by 
Government at the time of the enforcement of 
the provisions of the Law of Leaf Tobacco Monopo- 
be applied , even after the operation of this law, 
Leaf tobacco in the possession of tobacco manue- 
facturers other than manufacturers of cut tobace 
on May ol, . , may be transferred to manufacturers of 
tobacco or dealers in leaf tobacco by the 20th of June, 
or application may be made to the Government to pure 
ie same, 

The Government may take possession of land and 
uil@ings used for the manufacture of tobacco, 
machines and tools for the manufacture of tobac- 

pro- 

co contained therein as they exist at.the time of the gun 
mulgation 
taexcementxof this law, in which case compensation shall be 
paid in respect thereof, 

the Government, after the promulgation of this law, 
sha 1 examine the articles to be taken over at the places 
of business of the respective tobacco manufacturers, and 
shall make an inventéry thcreof, 

The inventory shall be reported to the owner within 
60 days after the promulgation of this law, 

After the report mentioned in the foregoing paragraph 
nas been made, the owner shall not dispose of the articles 


mentioned in the inventory without the consent of the Gov- 


ernment, 
Art. 74 


* 


Art, 74, Applicatton may be made to the Governmermt for the 
to be 

purchase of articles used for manufacturing and packing to- 
acco, or articles in actual use for that purpose owned by 
tobacco manufacturers that do not come under the provisions 
of Art. 70, This provision is limited, however, in the 
case of manufacturers of tobacco,to those who are actually 
engaged in business on May 31, 1904; and in case of mamu- 
facturers of cut tobacco, to those actually engaged in bus- 
iness on March 31, 1905, 

The kind and quantity of articles and the kifid of ma- 
chines and tools the purchase of which may be applied for 


to the Government in accordance with the foregoing para- 


craph, shall be fixed by Ordinance, 


Art. 75. The Government shall, upon’application by the 


manufacturers of tobacco, pay them an amount of 
money corresponding to one year's revenue from the manuface 
ture of tobacco, 

To owners of land and buildings used for the manufac- 
ture of tobacco, such as are not purchased nor taken over 
entirely by the Government, an additional 50% of the above 
mentioned amount shall be paid, 

The provisions of the foregoing paragraphs shall not 
apply to those tobacco manufacturers who have been designa 
ted as wholesale dealers, 

The amount of the income mentioned on the first para- 
eraph shall correstond to the average amount of the ineome 
for the three years from 1901 to 1903, With regard to 
manufacturers who commenced business after February, 1901, 
the amount shall correspond to the average income for two 
years, from 1902 to 1903, and in the case of these who 
commenced business after February, 1902, the amount shall 
be determined in accordance with the income for 1903, 


The 


The term "manufacturers of tobacco*® mentioned in the 
first paragraph of thi'’s Article shall apply, in the case 


of manufactuP@rs of tobacco other than cut tobacco ,to those 


engaged in business continuously from Jan 31, 1905, or be- 


fore to May 31, 1904; and in the case of manufacturers of 
cut tobacco, to those engaged continuously in business from 
January 31, 1903, or before, to March 31, 1905, 
Art. 76, The amount of income mentioned in paragraph 1 of 
Art. 75 shall correspond to the amount of income 
according to the Law of Income Tax’ In case, however, the 
income so determined should include income derived from any 
source other than the tobacco manufacturing business the 
net income from the said business shall be calculated from 
papers submitted for reference in deciding the amount of 
the ineome tax and from other documents considered by the 
Government bd be reliable, The amount, however, shall not 
exceed the amount determined in accordance with the Income 
Tax Law, 

“To those the amount of whose income calculated accord- 
ing to the foregoing paragraph is less than 200 yen and to 
‘hose upon whom no income tax has been assessed, the a- 

ount paid actording to paragraph 1 of Art, 75 shall be 
290 yen, 

Any additional income reported later than October,1905 , 
or declared according to the provisions of Art, 46 of the 
Income Tax Law, shall not be included in th» amount of ine 
come mentioned in paragraph 1 of Art. 75, 

Art, 77,The amount of compensation mentioned in Arts, 70 
and 73, and the purchase price mentioned in Arts, 
72 and 74 shall be decided by consultation, If the consul- 


tation does not end in an agreement, the opinion o€ ap- 


praisers shall te sought and the Government shall decide, 


‘ 


Any 


Any person who is dissatisfied with the decision made 
in accordance with the foregoing paragraph mal. make pro- 
test within ten days. In such case the Government shall 
ecain consult the opinion of appraisers and give decision, 

Provisions relating to appraisers shall be determined 
hv Ordinance, 

Art. 78. Persons who own articles mntioned in BAXxRAraRRx 

seétion 1 o@ Art. 70 should report to the Govern- 
ment the kind and quantity on or before June 5, 1904, and 
those who own articles mentioned in section 2 of Art. 70, 
on or before April 5, 1905, 

In case the said report is not made within the speci- 
fied time the storing of such articles will be regulated 
in accordance with Arts, 56 and 60, 

With regard to the storing of articles reported to the 
Governwént as above stated the provisions of Art, 96 shall 
not apply until after they have been taken over by the Gove 
ernment, 

Art. 79. Persons who own articles méntioned in Section 3 
of Art. 28 70 should report to the Government the 
Kind and quantity on or before April 5, 1905. In case the 
said report is not made within the specified time the stor- 
ing of such articles shall bé regulated in accordance with 
Art, 56, 
Art, 80, Applications for the purchase of articles mention- 
ed in Art. 74 must be made, by manuf actuer s of 
tobacco other than of cut tobacco, on or before June 5, 
1904; and by manufacturers of cht tobacco, on or before 
April 5, 1905, 
Art. 81. Applications for the compensation to be paid ac- 


cording to Art. 75 must be made , by the manufac- 


turers of tobacco other than of cut tobacco on or vefore 


August 31, 1904; and by manufacturers of cut tobacco on or 


védfore 


pefore June 30, 1905, 
82. Manufactured tobacco existing at the time of the 
enforcement of this law, or cut tobacco manufac- 
tured on or, before March.31, 1905, may be owned, sold or 
pought regardless of the provisions of this law, 

If the Government deem it necessary tg i t may, in 
accordance with the provisions of Ordinance, order uniform 
wrappings or Governmert marks to be placed thereon, 

With regard to manufactured tobacco which, in viola- 
tion of the foregoing provisions, is not wrapped of label- 
ed, the provisions of Arts, 34 end 57 shall correspondingly 
apply. 

Art. 83, Manufacturers and dealers in manufactured tobacco 
ether xcthenxent xkopueeexenxMayxS ty S808 OOOKKXxx 
who own manufactured tobacco, other than cut tobacco, on 
May 31, 1904, shall report to the Governmem the kind and 
quantity of such tobaco on or before June 10, 1904, 


Manufacturers of cut tobacco who own cut tobacco on 


March 31, 1905, shall report to the Government the kind 


and quantity of such tobacco on or before April 10) 1905, 
Art, 84 . Persons who sell manufactured tobacco not sold 
by the Government, after the operation of this 
law, shall prepare books relating to their business and 
report to the Government the kind and quantity of manufac- 
tured tobacco on hand at the end of every month, commencing 
with June 1, 1904, as well as the amount received and de- 
livered during the month, on or before the 5th of the month 
following, 
Art. 86 deals with violations of Leaf Tobacco Monopoly Law, 
Art, 87 deals. with transportation of tobacco within the 
Empire, 
Art, 8&8, In the year 1905 no license fee shall be collect- 


ed 


ed from manufacturers of tobacco or dealers in leaf tobace 


Seven twelfths (7/l12ths) of the amount of license 
fees collected in the year 1904 from manufacturers of to- 
bacco, other than of bar tobacco, shall be refunded, 

Art. 8&9, The amount of compensation specified in Art. 75 

shall be paid in Treasury Bonds issued in ace 
cordance with the provisions of Art. 90, Amounts less than 
fifty yen shall be paid in casn, 

In order to meet the expenses necessary for the 

execution of this law, the Government may issue 
Treasury Bonds or obtain loans to the amount of Yen 
26,000,000, bearing interest not tp exceed six per cent, 
per annum, 

; The Government is also empowered to issue ireasury 
Bonds for the redemption of the loans mentioned above , 
The Treasury Bonds and the loans specified in the 
foregoing paragraphs shall be redeemed within seven years 
from the date of issue or acquisition, If Treasury Bonds 
are issued for the redemption of loans, the period for re 

deeming the said bonds shall be reckoned from the year 
in which the loans were obtained, 

With regard to the Treasury Bonds the provisions of 


the Law of Consolidated Public Bonds shall apply corres- 


pondingly, except insofar as otherwise determined by this 


law, 


The method and contracts for obtaining loans, the 
period of @edemption and all other necessary particulars 


shall be determined by the Minister of Finance, 


Ui ivi labios 
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STANT CrAee-s 
VrAiy YEU! 


) 


r, Lloyd C. Griscom to the Secretary of State, 


Subject: 
Diet formally opened by the Emperor in person on the 
and dissolved the following day because of an express- 
of want of confidence in the Cabinet embodied in the Ree 


| 


preseftatives! reply to the Address from the Throne, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


Pecember 11, 1903, 


onorable John 
Secretary of State, 


La > «a 
Washington, 


I have the honor to inform you that the 19th session” 
he Japanese Diet, which was convened on the 5th instant, 
‘ormally opened by the Emperor in person yesterday, I 


‘lose herewith a translation of the Emperor's remarks on 


ne reply of the Representatives to the Imperial 
copy herewith, enclosure No, 2) a new departure 
introducing an expression of want of confie 
Cabinet on the ground of their conduct of fore 
ffairs, the reply was passed unani: ously by the 
is reed ; and it appears that not until after the fore 
,e@ had been taken were the Representatives as a whole 
the true nature of the measure, At a conference 
of the party leaders it was decided, however, not to ree 
nsider their action , once it was taken; whereupon the 
Emperor toeday issued a decree dissolving, the Parliament, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ken 


| lo AW, L ie 


Fnclosures: 


ae Address from the Throne,=- translation, 


- Reply of Representatives,- ° * 


Mr. Griscom's No.j/of Dec, 11,1903, 


Translation, 


IMPFRIAL SPEECH, 

Present at the opening ceremony of the Imperial Diet, 
hereby make the following anrfiouncement to tne members 
the House of Peers -_ the House of Representatives: 

It gives us profound satisfaction to find the rela- 
tions of our Fmpire with the respective Treaty Powers more 
and more int¥mate and friendly. As to t°e important inter- 
national negotiations now pending for the maintenance of 
peace in the Far Fast and the preservation of the rights 
and interests of the Fmpire, we have instructed our Mine 
isters of State to act with care and circumspection, 


Our Ministers of State have been caused to adopt a 


definite financial programme and to submit to the Diet the 


Budget for the 37th fiscal year! together with various proe- 


jects of law, We trust you will gratify our wishes by 
discharging your legislative duties in a spirit of harmony 


and vith mature deliberation, 


EB 


Mnclosure Wo, 2 with Mr. Griscom’ § No.‘¢ of Dec, ll, 1903. 


~ 


ay 


REPLY TO IMPERIAL SPEKCH, 


# 


Vay it please Your August Majésty: 

Your Imperial Majesty's loyal subjects in the House 
of representatives humbly beg to express their deep grati- 
tude to Your Majesty for Your Majesty's condescension in 
honoring the opening of the 19th session of the Imperial 
\Miet with your Imperial presence and favoring them with a 
rracious speccn, 

It is a source of boundless uneasiness and fear to 
Your Majesty's humble subjects that, at this unique period 
of national prosperity and power the Ministers of State 
should fail to rise to the requirements of the time, and 
hat they should at home waste their energy in temporizing 

and abroad fail to take advantage of opportunities, 
is the humble prayer of Your Majesty's loyal subjects 


that Your Majesty may graciously deign to bestow Imperial 


notice upon this matter. It is the earnest ambition of 


Your M sty's humble subjects to discharge their legisla- 
tive duties in such a careful and deliberate manner as to 
meet with Imperial approval and at the same time deserve 
the trust reposed in them by the people, 
The above is submitted to the Throne in ali humility 
Your Majesty's humble subject Hironaka Kono, President 


the House of Representatives, 
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for assist: rendered Japanese crew by U. 5S. Come 


at Viadivostock. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


December 16, 1905. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to inform you that the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs has addressed,to me a letter conveying his 
appreciation of the kindness rendered by Mr, Greener, Uni- 
ted States Commercial Agent at Vladivostock, to some of the 
crew of the Japanese vessel “Ishikawa Maru" when under an 
examination in a court of justice at that port, I send 
herewith enclosed a copy of the Minister's letter as well 
as a copy of a communication in the same sense from Lieuten=- 
ant WN, Gunji, B.J.N., President of the Company to which the 
vessel belongs, 

I transmit the correspondence to the Department in 
order that the expressions of appreciation may be conveyed 
to Mr. Greener through that channel, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obestient servant, 


Lioyi thou totes 


1, Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, December 9, 


Ceures. 


2, Lieutenant Gunji to Mr, Griscom, December 7,--1903, 


tacleUlrr MY wet MM" Crettoms Mifithh 7 a (4 f 03. 


(Copy) 

Department of Foreign Affairs, 
tokyo, December 9, 1905. 
xcellency Lloyd C. Grisconm, 

oo» OTCe, SUC. 
teur le Ministre, 
in herewith transmitting, at the request of 
NY. Gunji,I.J.N.,Pre@ident ofthe "Hoko-Gikwai", 
letter of thanks addressed t® Your. Excellency in grateful 
/p) 
cognition of the valuable efforts rendered by Yr.Greenel, 
Inited States commercial Agent at Vladivostock,when some 

* the crew of the "“Ishikawa-Maru" owned by that Association 

vere under examination in a Court of Justice at that port, I 

have the honour to express to you my own appreciation of the 

kindness of a. Creekel and to request that you will be good 
to communicate to him in that sense. 
I have the honour , Sir, 
to be your most obedient servant, 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Fntlaure M6 pall MO Onieoms teipsleh q Membr 10s 


The " Hokogikwai" 
5 Tsukiji Itchome, 
Tokyo, December 7, 1903. 
axcellency 
Lloyd C. Griscom, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 
Your Excellency, 
I have the honour to express to Your Excellency my 
/ 
sincere appreciation of the good offices ar. Oreteet. the 
mited States Commercial Agent, at Vladivostock, has rendered 
n connection with the second trial, at a Russian Court in 
port, of Seikichi Noda and Kumataro Oda, Japanese subjects 
and the three United States citizens, who, while in our em- 
on hoard the sailing vessel "“Ishikawa-Maru" last 
were arrested by Russian officers and detained ina 
lice court there. I am in receipt of a report to the 


() 
fect that it was in a great measure cring to Mr.Greenel'’s 


valuable efforts that the accused have been so fortunate as 
to obtain a large commutation of their original sentences. 
I beg to add to request that Your Excellency will be 

“ood enough to convey the purport of this letter to Mr. 
sreenel. 

I have the honour, Sir, to be 

Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 
Signed: Naritada Gunji. 


Pregident of the Hokogikwai. 


Fndeaure M82 walle MO? Crieoncs deipsldd 4 deermbrn fe, /f08 
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Tokyo, December 7, 1905. 


The " Hokogikwai" 


5 Tsukiji Itchome, 


ifs Excellency ye 
“Lloyd ©. Griscom, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 
Your Excellency, 
I have the honour to express to Your Excellency 
4 
sincere appreciation of the good offices ir. Greens’. the 
Imnited States Commercial Agent at Viladivostock, has rendered 
n connection with the second trial, at a Russian Court in 
that port, of Seikichi Noda and Kumataro Oda, Japanese subjects 
and the three United States citizens, who, while in our em- 
ployment on hoard the sailing vessel "I shikawa-Maru" last 
summer, were arrested by Russian officers and detained ina 
lice court there. I am in receipt of a report to the 


~~ : 


“fect that it was in a great measure coving to Mr.Greenel's 
valuable efforts that the accused have been so fortunate as 
to obtain a large commutation of their original sentences. 
Il beg to add to request that Your Excellency will be 

“ood enough to convey the purport of this letter to Fr. 
treenel. 

I have the honour, Sir, to be 

Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 
Signed: Naritada Gunji. 


Pregident of the Hoékogikwai. 
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| TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


> - 


r Siero TOKIO, 
; MSIQIA | Vw wil j 
Decembel"'28 ,/ 1903, 
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Received 9:36 a. m. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. ; UN REL. 1903, 


Referring to my despatch of September 2lst, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that the Russian 
reply has been received and is most unsatisfactory. It 
treats solely of Korea, and ignores Manchuria. Japanese 
Government will request Russia to reconsider. 


GRISCO MM, 


C.C's Office, December 18, 1903. 9:45 


DIPLOMATIC BUREAU 


wen 


United States LEGATION 
Toxio 


“onorable John 


I have the honor to request that I may be granted 
davs’ leave of absence, with permission to visit the 
Lted Svautes, to take effect, subject to the Minister's 
approval, in February, 1904, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


hints lo bs a 


re 


secretary of Legation. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


December 


My. Wilson's application for leave of absence. 


ey 
~) 


United STATES LEGATION 
Toxo 


December 24, 1905. 


Washington. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith an application 


Mr. Euntington Wilson, Secretary of the Legation, for 


leave of absence with pefmission to visit the United States, 


Mr. Wilson wisres to return home in February for the purpos 


4 . 


of getting married. I have pleasure in endorsing his 


vy 


application. 


I have.the honor to he, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


/ 
( 
Lome 
gy? At lista 


iclosgure: 


Vr. Wilson's application for leave of absence. 


iT ait 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKYO, JAPAN. 


hicuntr 44, 1903. 
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December 24, 1905, 


Sh hee beet 6 IVs 


the Secretary of State, 


Subject: 
Reporting the receipt by Japan of the Russian reply to 
Japanese proposals in regard to Manchuria.- The reply 
treats of Korea only and ignores Manchuria.- Japanese Gov- 


ernment will ask Russia to reconsider, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


ors December 24, 
‘onfidential, 


°o the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to confirm my cipher telegram of the 
instant reading as follows: — 

" Referring to my despatch of September twenty-first 
"Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that the hKus- 
"sian reply has been received and is most unsatisfac- 
"tory. It treats solely of Korea and ignores Manchur- 
"ia, Japanese Government will request Russia to re- 
"consider, ” & 

In an interview on the 17th instant the Minister for 
Foreien Affairs informed me that he had received the long- 
expected reply of Russia to the proposals made by Japan in 
July last for an agreement in regard to the situation in 
Manchuria and Korea, He said that the reply is entirely ~ 
unsatisfactory to Japan in view of the fact that it treats 
solely of Korea and ignores the suggestions made in regard 
to Manchuria, As the Minister stated , it is practically 
a flat refusal to treat with Japan of the Manchurian ques- 
tion. He gave me no idea of the position Russia has taken 
with regard to Korea. I may mention however that the Brite 
ish Minister tells me he has seen the reply and that Russia 
offers to concede that Japan has some special rights in 
Korea and proposes a neutral zone of territory between the 
59th parallel and the Yalu liver,-- the Japanese to refrain 


from endeavoring to extend their spherg of influence north 


of that parallel and Russian troops to remain west and 


north 


north of the Yalu, 

“However that may be the Foreign Minister informed me 
that the treatment of the question in the reply is not sat- 
isfactdry to his Government as the ofiginal basis of negoe 
tiations proposed by Japan is entirely lost sight of. The 
two points upon which Japan wishes to insist are that the 
integrity of the Chinese Empire be maintained and that Rus- 
sia recognize the richts which Yapan has acquired from 
shina by treaty or convention . These points, declared 
the Ninister, are of vital import and no negotiations 
which ignored them could be satisfactory to Japan, In 
conclusion he stated that his Government would refer the 
reply back to the Russian Government and ask for a recone- 
sideration upon the basis originally proposed by Japan, 

The manner in which the Japanese Government has re- 
ceived the Russian reply indicates, to say the least, a 
very strong disinclination to take a determined stand, 

The Japanese press is almost unanimously clamoring for 
war but there is every evidence that the Government has the 
situation well in hand, The Foreign Minister said to me 
that it would probably be a month before Russia would be 
heard from again, and he spoke in general a& if the prospect 


offered a vista of negotiations rather than of war, 


I have the honor to be, 


sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


‘\ 


j ? 
lf | 
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TOKYO. 
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Mr. Griscom 


to the Secretary of State 


Subject: 


Tea subsidy; discrimination complained of . 


\ ii UNITED STATES-LEGATION, 
waa TOKYO, 


32 
HOTA - December 30, 


TO the Fonorable John Nay, 


secretary of State, 


Washington. 


in accordance with the Department's instructions of 
May © and June eo last, the Legation has investigated the 
cory laint made br American firms exporting Japanese teas 
that the Government tea subsidy was , in effect,a bount: to 
native dealers and therefore a discrimination against fore 
elrners. 
Whilst no positive proof has been optainahle, 
facts appear to near out, in general, the complaint of the 
Americans interested. The Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce turns over for expenditure the subsidy to the Tec 
Traders’ Guild, an exclusively Japanese organization ine 
cluding all the native competitors of the foreign firms; 
and this fact in itself warrants a strong presumption that 
the advantares of the subsidy are not snared hy the foreim 
of taking up the matter with the Japanese Gcre 
T handed in a memorandum on October 27, touching 
upon the objections made to the manner of expenditure of 
the subsidy and requesting the Government's assistance }: 
furnishing some detailed information on the subject. I an 
now in receipt of a memorandum from the Department for Fore 
eign Affairs, which, however, fails to throw any light on 
the subject. I have the hon - +o enclose copies of these 
A” wards. It will be noted that the statement is made 


that the appropriation for this subsidsceases atthe end 


of this fiscal year. It should hovweyr | emarxeu *.. 


no 


oR 
no assurance is given that the proposition will not be ree 
newed in the next Diet as a Government measure and a new 
appropriation made. 

I would be glad to have the opinion of the Department 
as to whether the fact that the subsidy is expended for the 
Government by an organization composed exclusively of Japan-~- 
ese tea firms or tea merchants is in itself sufficient 
ground for addressing a formal objection to the Japanese 
Government, in the absence of any cone@lusive proof that | 
tthe subsidy is expended, by that organization to the advane’ 
tage of Japanese firms and not to the benefit of the tea 
trade in general. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
A 


a 


AV 
r Loy we ay LCM 


Enclosures: 
1. Memorandum to.the Foreign Office from the Legation, 
October 27. 
2. Memorandum to the Legation from the Foreign Office, 
December 21. 


Fnclosure. No,/ with Mr, Griscom's No,.32 , December 30, 1903, 


(Copy) 


The Government of the United States has directed its 
Legation in Tokio to investigate certain statements made 
by American citizens engaged in tea trade with Japan in 
relation to the manner in which is expended the appropria- 
tion made by the Imperial Government .for the promotion of 
the export of manufactured teas, 

In the statements in question is contained the allega- 
tion that the money so appropriated, instead of being ex- 
pended by responsible officials of the Imperial Government 
and publicly accounted for, is turned over to an exclusive- 
ly Japanese organization of interested parties, namely the 
Tea Traders’ Guild, and by it expended in such a way that 
the exact details thereof are not made public, 

It is hoped that the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Af- 
fairs will courteously assist the Legation in its inquiry 
by furnishing some detailed information as to the manner 


in which the appropriation referred to is expended, 


Legation of the United States, 


Tokio, October 27, 1903, 


? 


En tlesun M2 uit MO Oricaut 32, Mtincber 7) 963 


(Copy) 


“Memorandi. é 
His Imperial Majesty's Department of Forei#h Affairs 
is in receipt from the Legation fr the United States of America 
in Tokyo of a Memorandum dated the 27th October last, relative 
to the manner of expenditure of the appropriation for the 
encouragement of the export of tea, 
It is assumed that ‘the appropriation referred to means 


‘J 


subsidy to the amoun f Seventy Thousand (70,000) Yen 
um granted for a period of 
a h Mei 4 ( l Or? _ 1 


t nee * decis* 


Concerning +! subsidy its working, estimate and 
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imp roveme! in the : Pact’ | a 9 that the field 
° their sale may he extended, 
Jnited States and Canada, > greatest customers 
* Japanese ea, are supplied with good and pure tea. 


The Association has moreover expended its own funds for 


ation and has further 
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- teas destined for expo) 
pri 


rtcz 
neipal markets in the United 


esta) lished acencies at the 
Itates and Canada, for the purpose of gathering information 
all time, with a view to eneourase the manufacture of suc} 
xlities as would d® satisfactory to customers in various 
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For telerram gf December O1,1903 seeForeign 


Relations for 1903. (Original telegram lost or 


mislaid.) ° 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 
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Griscom 


Secretar 


Important Imperial Ordinances. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOK 


December 31, 1903, 


~ 


honorable d 


I have the honor to enclose herewith duplicate clipe 


from the Japan “limes of yesterday containing transia- 


of four important Imperial Ordidtances relating ree 
spectively to the meeting of war expenses, to hastening the 
corpletion of the Seoul-Pusan Railway, to the Military 

Headquarters in time of war, and to the Council of War, all 
of which may be of interest in view of the present politi- 


~ 


cal situation. 


Your obedient servant, 


) 
z in 13 rx LENA 


Fnclosure: 


Duplicate clippings frem Japan Times, December 50. 


J 


Ue Japan ‘Times, 


Toxyo, Weprespay, Dec. 30rn, 1903. 


—_—_——— 


PREPARATORY MEASURES. 


The following Imperial Ordinances 
were promulgated by an Extra to the 
Official Gazette, dated the 28th inst., 
(which, however, was not actually dis- 
tributed in Tokyo until early morning 
of the 29th inst.) :— 


URGENCY IMPERIAL 
ORDINANCE. 


We, with the advice of the Privy 
Council, hereby give our sanction to the 
present Ordinance relating to the carry- 
ing out of urgent financial measures in 


virtue of Article LXX. of the Imperial 
Constitution, and order it to be pro- 
mulgated. 
[Imperial Sign-Manual.} 
[Privy Seal. ] 
(Countersigned) 
Count Taro Katsura, 
Minister President of 
State. 
Baron Gomper YAMAMOTO, 


Minister of State for 
the Navy. 


Baron Keteo Kryovra, 
Minister of State for 
Agriculture and 
Commerce. 
Baron ArasvuxkE Sone, 
Minister of State for 
Finance. 


Baron Juraro Komura, 


Art. I—With the. 
the expenses aaek te the 


ment is empowered to raise temporary 


| 


tenance of the armaments, the Govern- 
loans, to draw upon the Funds belong- 


ing to Special Accounts, and to 


interest shall be not more than six per 
cent. per annum. The principal 

tures shall remain unpaid 
during the first three years, after which | 
the repayment shalt be completed within | 
five years. ; 

Art. III.—The Government may, as 
an indemnity for certair special outlays 
required for the speedy c.upletion of 
the Company’s — t to the 
Company a subsidy 1,550,000 yen. 
In case, owing to some unavoidable 
causes, the above mentioned sum should 
become insufficient to cover the special 
expenses contemplated in the present 
clause, a further subsidy not exceeding 
450,000 yen may be granted. 

With regard to the disbursement of 
the expenses which are to be met 
by the subsidies mentioned in the 
foregoing clause, such disbursements 
are to be governed by detailed regula- 
tions to be hereafter determined. 

The Government may, in order to 
make the grant of the subsidy of 1,750,- 
000 yen, mentioned in the first clause of 
the present Article, raise the fund re- 
quired by a temporary han. 

Art. [V.—The interest on the tem- 
porary loans and the Treasury Notes 
mentioned in Arts. I. and III. shall be | 
not higher than six per cent. per an- 
num. As to the period of redemption, 
it shall be not more than two years in 


porary 
than five years in case of Treasury» 
Notes. 


: 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE RELAT- 
ING TO THE SOUL-FUSAN 


Dated the 28th day of the 12th month 
of the 86th year of Mei. 
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IMPORTANT ORDINANCES. 
(Concluded from Page 3.) 


ImpgeRiAt Orprmvance No. 292. 


Art. I.—As to the matters relating to 
the Soul-Fusan Railway not provided 
for in the present Ordinance, the Im- 
perial Ordinance No. 366, of the 33rd 
year of Meiji, shall apply. 

Art. IL—The Company shall be 
under a President, not more than seven 
Directors, and not more than four 
Auditors. 


The Minister of State for Communica- 
tions shall appoint not more than three 
Managing Directors from among the 
Directors. 


Art. III.—The President shall 
sent the Company and direct its 
business. 

eo Directors shall assist 
the President, take part in the manage- 
ment. of the business of the Company, 
and, in case the President is unable to 
attend to business, one of them shall 
perform the latter’s functions in ac~ 
cordance with the rules to be determin- 
ed by the Minister of State for Com- 
mun 

The Directors shall participate in the. 
transaction of all the important business 
of the Company. 

The Auditors shall inspect the busi- 
ness of the Company. 


Art. IV.—The Presi-jent shall be 
appointed by the Government under 
Imperial approval for a term of three 

The Directors shall be appointed by 
the Government from among the share- 
holders ing not less than 100 
shares, and their terth of office shall be 
three years. 

The Auditors shall be elected at the 


— 


_ IMPERIAL ORDINANCE RELAT- 
ING TO THE IMPERIAL MILI- 
TARY HEADQUARTERS 

IN WAR TIME. : 


The Official Inspectors may be pres- 
ent and express their views at the 
general meetings of the shareholders 
and at other meetings held in connection | 
with the business of the Company, but 
they are not entitled to vote at such 
meetings. 


SUPPLEMENTARY RULES. ) 


The present Ordinance shall come | 
into operation on and after the date of 
its promulgation. | 

The term of office of the present 
Directors of the Séul-Fusan Railway 
Company shall expire on the date of 
the appointment of the pew President 
and Directors, in of the 
promulgation of this Ordinance. 

The present Auditors shall remain in 
office till the expiration of their term 
of office, in cesstelies with vagh 99" 
sions of the existing charter the 
Company. 


We hereby give our sanction to the 
present Ordinance relating to the amend- 
ment of the Regulations of the Im 
Military Headquarters in War 
and order it to be promulgated. 

[Imperial Sign-Manual.} 
[Privy Seal.} 
(Countersigned) 
Count Taro Katsura, 
: Minister President 
of State. 
Baron Gomset YAMAMOTO, 
Minister of State for 
the Navy. 
Masanrro TERAUCHI, 
Minister of State for 
War. 
“Dated the 28th day of the 12th 
month of the 36th year of Meiji. 


——————— 
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Iupersat Orprwance No. 293 Re- 
REGULATIONS 


——— —- ——— —— — 
’™ 


ee ee re 


ee 


| duty to advise the Emperor in con- 
nection with the drawing up of plans 
of campaigns, and to secure the unity 
and harmony of plans between the 
Army and the Navy with a view to 
_ the attainment of final objects. 


Art. IV.—The Army and Naval 

Staffs should, under the direction of 
their respective chiefs, manage business 
_ relating to military plans and instruc- 
tions. : 

Art. V.—The Superior Departments 
of the various Army and Naval organs 
shall, under the direction of their re- 
spective Chiefs of Staff, conduct the 
business coming within their respective 
spheres. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE RELAT- 
» ING TO THE COUNCIL 
___OF WAR. 


We hereby give our sanction to the 
present Ordinance relating to the Re- 
gulations of the Council of War, and 


order it to be promulgated. 
[Imperial Sign-Manual. | 
[Privy Seal.] 
(Countersigned) 
Count Taro Katsura, 


Minister President of 
State. 


Baron Gomspret YAMAMOTO, 
Minister of State for 
the Navy. ; 


Masanrro TERAUCHI, 


Minister of State for 
War. - 
Dated the 28th day of the 12th month 
of the 36th year of Meiji. 


-IwperraAt Ornprvance No. 294 RELAT- 
| ING TO THE REGULATIONS OF 
Tar Councit or WAR. 


Art. 1—The Council of War shall be 
placed under direct Imperial control, 
and its functions shall consist in giving 
advice on such important tary 
matters as may be submitted to its 
deliberation. I, 

Art. IL—The Council of War shal) 
hold a meeting and submit its views to 
the Throne only -when its views are 
asked by the Emperor. 

Art. III.—There shall be appointed 
to the Council of War a President, 


Chief of the General Staff. 
se om Naval Board of Com- 


2 


— be maintained 


such Admirals, Vice-Adm 
or Rear-Admirals, as may 
—_, appointed by the 
peror. 
Art. V.—The of President of 
the Council of War shall be filled by 
the senior Councillor. 


Art. Vi.—In case of necessity, 
officers of or above the rank of 
General or Rear-Admiral 


important posts, shall “pe l 

pointed Councillors of War ad interion 
and authorised to attend the meetings of 
the Council. They shall, however, 
cease ipso facto to be Councillors of War 
as soon as the deliberation of the special 
matters with which they are concerned 
shall have been finished. 


Art. VII.—All plans and rules equal-_ 
ly applying to the Army and Navy 

ould be examined and inspected one 
in the light of the other, so that there 

proper connection 

unity between the two Services for 

purposes of national defence and mili- 
tary operations. 

Art. VIIL—With regard to matters 
which concern only the Army or the 
Navy, such matters may be deliberated 
upon only by the Councillors of War 
belonging to the Army or the Navy as 
the case may be. 

Art. [X.—In case of urgent necessity 
the President of the Council of War 
may submit his views to the Throne with- 
out convening a meeting of the Council. 


HER 


SUPPLEMENTARY RULE. 
The Regulations to the Mili- 
tary Councillors shall be abolished 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, - 
TOKYO. | 
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Mr. Griscom 


to 


+ 


onipwreck of "Benjamin Sewall"; eoruelty of Formosan 


natives to crew. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION,” ~~ 
TOYO, s 


December 3) 1903 


. _ 
ne deemed 
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inadequateo 
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thorough investigation of t incide: 


and the punishment of 1%: otfenders. 
informing me that. an 
lade, is also enclosed herewi't 
ae al ’ . a + 
i nave .@ nonor to ne, 
ry 


Your obedient servant, 


Lee Abu C4 Va + 


Mr. Griscom to Baron Komira, Jecember 


ie) 


Raron Komura to Mr. Griscom, December 29. 
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Laclrawrx N° wenhhke MM, Giteni.3 A? 83 paar & 34, (fos, 


events which 


rhe cosst o 


hoats reached the . of *ormosa i: 
ants alive and well; tne other unfor@tunately reached 
island, and while the crew were seeking a con- 
land, natives cam t from the shore in nunme- 
er robbing Ahe ho: and its occupants, deliberate- 
into holes with t mmives, p’ 
when the boat was half full of water upset its™ 


the resul hi seven persons were 


ed. Three American citizens and a Japanese woman, 
of the third mate, an American, vere among the drowned. 
ks to the efforts of the Government of Formosa the survis 


reached the Island of Formosa in safety. To Dr. Goto 
he Civil Administration of Formosa the gratitude of the 
survivors and of my Government is due for their prompt efrorts 


) discover and rescue the shipwrecked sailors and the suhse- 


pient assistance so kindly rendered them. The \'nited States 
. Const 


= ny. 
rnosan wovern- 

> ‘ - ' or 

vu 3¢ rere and,. 2 


deterrent 


ould occ: 


erial Government the question 


the murder 


second Americal >3sgel wi 


. 
: 


2 ; *.. , ’ 
itech nas heen wrecked 


‘gland within and the matter is trerefore 


eonsideravle interest American mariners. It is 


will he found n 


necessary and 
administer to 


these islanders some punishment 


their aq seva: 


advantage of this opportunity to renew to Your 


highest consideration. 


Lloyd Griscom. 
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Translation. 
No. 43. 


7Okyo, December 29, 1903, 


Griscon, 


’ 


Mxtraordinary and 


ee 


Minister Plenipotentiary 


ry 


the United States of America. 


, 


‘onsieur le Ministre, 


* 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
No. 51 dated the 17th inst. calling the attention 


he Imperial Government to the alleged outrages per- 


. 


. 


petrated by the natives of Rotel Tobago Island near Formosa 


5 


the refugees of the American wrecked ship Benjamin 


J 
i_ beg to say, in reply, that I have lost no time 


. we . ree Pia 
referring the matter to the Formosan Government and 1 sh: 
to comminicate again with Your Excellency so soon 
o@ in receipt of the answer from the said Govern- 
' avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your 
sxcellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Tv 


Signed:- Baron Komura Jutaro. 
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1 BUREAU, Received 5.30 A. M, 


ecretary of State, At 
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Washington. | pi 


Your telegrams of the S5SOth and Slst have been received. 
former was answered yesterday, as soon as I could obtain 
erview with Minister for Foreign Affairs. 2) 


GRISCOMA 


vered by the Chief Clerk 
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January 1, 1904, "\ 


Received 6 A, M. 
Secre tary of State, | ee 


Washington, “h x \ . 


ont seams jal. 
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December 31. Your telegram of the 3lst instant received, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs today informs me that the Japanese 
Minister at Washington has presented to you full account of the 
negotiations up to the 2lst instant, when the Japanese govern- BY 
ment referred back the reply of Russia, with a request for re~- 
consideration, He says the situation is extremely critical; 

and that the outcome depends entirely on the position Russia will 
‘takes He says also that they will not wait more than a reason- 

able time for a reply, as negotiations mist not be protracted 

to the military advantage of Russia. He is most anxious that 

the United States government appreciate the moderation and patience 
with which Japan has conducted the negotiations, and repressed | 

the public clemor for war, The whole tenor of his conversation 
implies that war is now almost inevitable. I have reliable infor. _ 
mation to the effect that the Emperor's advisers among the elder 
statesmen have changed within a week from a peacable attitude to 

& firm stand, which the cabinet all along seem to have favored, 


a d by 


sadljon 
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Prom 
when on the 2lst Russia was asked to reconsider her reply the 


intentions of the Japanese government were quite pacific. The 
council of Ministers and Privy Council practically determined 


‘tthe tasks meeting, that if a satisfactory reply was not received 


from Russia by about January 4th. an ultimatum would be sent fix 
ing a definite time within whichreply would be expected, At the 
same meeting an emergency ordinance was passed, authorizing the 
govermment to make almost unlimited expenditure for war eumpeees. 
Yar.seems very imminent unless Russia recedes from ner positiae, 
Bvidently the moment has arrived for some friendly powers to 
offer good offices or mediation according to the mei eonseubaee, 
I would respectfully suggest in that event that the United States 
and Prance are the two powers whose offers would have the best 


chance of a favorable reception by both parties, 
GRIS¢GO KM. 


Received 6 a.m., January 1, 1904, 


| rered by Chief Clerk. 
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January 5, 1904, 


Received 3:33 


Secretary of State 


Washington. 


January Sth. 


The Cabinet met yesterday, but I am informed 
took no definite action. The reply,of Russia has not 


been received. “ 


C.C's Office, January 5, 1904, 9:50 a. m. 


ar. 
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January 5, 1904. 


Received 11.20 P. ¥. 


‘ecretary of State, 
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VWashineton. Lye 
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January fifth. 
“inister for Foreign Affairs volunteered to me this evening 


the Japanese Government would not welcome any offers of in- 


™ m > 


tion or mediation in the present difference with Ruseie for 
reasons; first, that no agreement arrived at by other means 
an friendly negotiation between the two parties would have any 
eal permanence; second’ ‘that a discussion of intervention might 
ive Russia an excuse for further delay, to the military disad- 
ventace of Japan. I replied that I would inform you of his state- 


‘+, but that I could give him no assurance as to what action 

re er the United States CGovernment would feel called upon to tare. 
He informed me further that in the event of héstilities, 

nan would prefer that China remain neutral, thereby reducing 
sphere of action and the number of contestants and the chance 


another general anti-foreien uprising in China. 


10.12 A, M., 6th. 
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“Mr. Griscom 
to the Secretary of State. 


\ 
\ 


oubject: 
Governor and Mrs. Taft's reception by the Emperor and 
Empress of Japan. 


y 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO 


Jamuary 8, 1904, 


Fonorable John Hay, 
pecretary of 


Washincton. 


IT have the honor to inform you that he 6th ine 


I presented the Honorable William F. Taft, Governor 


Islands, to Fis Majesty the Kameror, and 


Her Majesty the Empress. Governor and 


the members of the Legation were afterwards 


entertained at luncheon by Their Majesties. 


In the course of the audience with the iimperor His 


fT 


Majesty read a formal statement which, although already 


telegraphed to the Secretary of War by Governor Taft, is 


trabsmitted herewith for record. 


~ 


Il have the honor to be, 


Your obedient servazt, 


y, " 1 Mure fru 


Enclosure: 


Copy of remarks of ‘ils Majesty the Fmperor of Japan. 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No, # of January 8, 1904, 


F ed 


- 


( Imperial Speech ). 
In vie’ of the most friendly relations existing be- 


tween Japan and the United States, we feel special pleasure 


in extending to you our cordial welcome. It is our sincere 


desire to promote the further development and consolidation 
of; those friendly relations, 
} 

You are no doubt aware of the gravity of the actual 
situation in the Far East. It has been our earnest en- 
deavor to bring out a peaceful solution of the question 
and we will still continue to exert our efforts in the in- 


terest of peace, We wish you will, upon your return home, 


r this message to the President of the United States, 


a) 
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Confidential. The reply of Russia was received 
yesterday. Minister for Foreign Affairs has presented 
me toeday with a~statement written by him of the two points 
proposed by Russia. I transmit it exactly as written, as 
follows: 

"Secret and confidential. First: To maintain the 
stipulation relating to the establishment of the neutral 
zone as originally proposed by Russia; that is to say, 
neutralization of the Koream territory lying between Korea- 
Manchuria frontier and the 39th parallel, north latitude; 
Second: Re-arding Manchuria the following stipulation is 
proposed by Russia: Japan to recognize that Manchuria is 
entirely outside her sphere of interest and Russia not to 
impede in Manchuria the rights and privileges belonging to 
Japan and other powers under their existing treaties with 
China exclusive of the establishment of foreign settlements." 

The Minister stated that the position his Goyernment will 


take is not yet determined and several days, perhaps two weeks, 


will be required to give the absolutely necessary serious con- 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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sideration. He would only say that the reply admits 


a willingness to treat of Manchuria and opens the way 


for further negotiations. He wished particularly to 


ORM 
a 4 
call the attention of the ro inane, SERIE to sa 


7 


ft 


10 


provision excluding foreign settlements, which in my 
opinion practically invalidates the agreement offered 

by Russia not to impede in Manchuria the rights of fore 
eign powell established by treaty. He does not see how 
foreigners could trade or reside in Manchuria without fore 
eign settlements. 

He mentioned our new treaty with China and seemed to 
invite an informal expression of opinion as to this pro- 
vision by the United States Government. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs assures me no military movement will be 
directed towards Korea while negotiations are in progress 
despite press reports to contrary. It is evident that the 
warlike preparations of Japan have forced Russia into a 
somewhat coneiliatery attitude. 

GRISCOM. 


Jee ANpefrat of Pebruargq 1) /4 0 f 


C.C's Office, January 9, 1904. 10 o'clock. 
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‘ Srvom TOKIO, 


January 11, 1904, 


Received 3:15 a. m. 


secretary of State, 


Washington. 


January ll, noon. 
3 
No reply has been sent as yet by Japan to Russia. I 


am informed that the Japanese Government has not de- 
termined on a course of action. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs promises to notify me of the despatch of reply. 
The newspapers are denied all information by Japanese 
Government, and their despatches are absolutely un- 
trustworthy. The Japanese Government is giving first 
information to British Minister and me, and I will tele- 
graph directly any development can be reliably known, 


GRISCOM,. 


veC's Office, January 11, 1904. 9:30 
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secretary of State, 4 SU 


0 
. . \ 
Washington. Hue % 


C LW 
ir" | 
January ll, 5 p. m. /] 


The Japanese Government has taken thirty 
merchant vessels as a transport service. Three 
are being armed as auxiliary cruisers. 


GRISCOM,. 


Secretary of State,| \, 
MAY 18 194 iy 
| ‘ | 
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January ll, 1907, 


Received 10.30 A, ¥. 


‘ecretary of State, 


Washington. 


ary ll, 7 Pe. M. 
A council of the ministers, the elder statesmen and the lead= 
‘military and naval officers is now being held, and is pro- 
determining the action to be taken by the Japanese Govern- 
in view ef the Russian reply. Amother meeting is called 


tomorrow, to be held in the presence of the Emperor. 


GRISCOM 


phered by JRE, Chief Clerk's Office, ll A. M. 
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Mr. Griscom 


to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Japan-Russia crisis; confirming telegrams exchanged 


between the Legation and the Department from December 


5O until January 11, inclusive. 


& 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOK 


on 


Noe “4 January ll, 


Confidential, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to confirm, as per copies herewith en- 
closed, an exchange of telegrams between this Legation and 
the Department in relation to the general political situa- 
tion. The telegrams give each development of the situné 
tion as it occurred but I will endeavor to summarize the 
recent events as follows: 

In my last political despatch, No. 51 of the 24th ule 
timo, I reported an interview with Baron Komura,the Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs, which took place on the 17th ulti- 
mo. In my account of the interview I stated that he spoke 
in general as if the prospect offered a vista of negotia« 
tions rather than war. Despite the occurences immediate- 
ly following that interview I have no reason to doubt the 
sincerity of his statements. .,The fact is, as ‘explained 
in the Legation's No. 6 of July 14, last, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and the Cabinet have over them a body mown 
as the “Elder Statesmen", which is the real power in deter- 
mining the policy to be pursued by Japan. These gentlemen 
advise théEmperor directly, without any responsibility's 
attaching, and on all questions of paramount importance it 
is their advice rather than that of the Cabinet which is 
followed. I have been aware since July last that the Cab- 
inet was desirous of taking a firm stand on the Manchurian 
question, but since the beginning of the negotiations the 


"Elder Statesmen” have been councilling moderation, or one 


might 


2 


‘might ‘almost say -peace at any price. Marquis Ito, the most 
powerful of: the "Elder Statesmen" , not 2#ong aga gave me 
his assurance that there was nothing in the situation which 
would be allowed to cause trouble between Russia and Japan. 
I think it may be fairly stated that until the middle of 
December the "Elder Statesmen" had no intention of permit- 
ting Japan to take up a position which might bring it into 
conflict with Russia. Certainly the situation was s0 un- 
derstood by all the best informed men in official circles, 
and it was confirmed by every source of information avail- 
able to this Legation. The impression was so universal 
that there can hardly be a question of its accuracy. Cone 
sequently in my above-mentioned interview with Baron Kom- 
ra I believe that this sane feeling about the attitude of 
the "Elder Statesmen" was uppermost in his mind when he 
gave me to understand that there was very little likelihood 
that his Government would force a crisis. When he spoke of 
referring the reply back to Russia with a request for re- 
consideration he mentioned it as an opening to a long ser- 


ies of negotiations rather than as an ultimatum. I recount 


this to make clear what a complete and unforeseen metamor- 


phosis came over the situation when it suddenly bec.me 
known on December 30 that the Elder Statesmen had met and 
councilled the Emperor to take a determined stand. On the 
same day Imperial Ordinances were issued authorizing the 
Government. to make almost unlimited war expenditure and to 
hastily complete the Seoul-Fusan railway in Korea. At the 
same time two other Ordinances were issued constituting a 
Council of War and regulating the military headquarters in 
time of war. The unexpected withdrawal of the opposition 
of the Elder Statesmen enabled the Cabinet to take this 
sudden war measure. Instantly the whole atmosphere of To- 
kyo changed and the peace party, inside and outside the 


Government 


3 


Government, disappeared from view. I saw the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on the following afternoon and confirmed 
the various rumours. The result of my interview I fully 
telegraphed to you on the evening of that day, December Sl. 
He informed me that he had sent two long telegrams to Mr. | 
Takahira to be presented to You, giving a full history of 
the negotiations up to the receipt of the Russian reply on 
December 11. This action in itself indicated a very criti- 
cal situation. As I stated in my telegram the Minister was 


most anxious that the United States Government should ap- 


preciate the moderation and patience with which Japan has 


conducted the negotiations and repressed the public clamor 


for war. 
When the council of Ministers passed the above-men- 


tioned Imperial Ordinances they determined also upon their 


immediate line of action which was to wait a reasonatle per- 
iod , some two weeks, for a Russian answer, and if none 

was forthcoming to send an ultimatum fixing a time within 
which an answer would be expected. The arrival of the Rus- 
sian reply on January 6 renoved for the time being the nec- 
essity for such action. Baron Komura denied himself to 
Visitors on the 7th instant but on the 8th I called upon 
him and received from him a memorandum in his own hand- 
eritine of the two points made by Russia in her reply. 

‘This memorandum was repor‘ed by me in full in my telegram 
of that date. I endeavored to extract from the Minister 
some expression as to how the reply was viewed by his Gov- 
ernment but he answered thnt it had not as yet been commn- 
icated to his colleagues. He stated however that the reply 
offered an opening for negotiations, and would have to be 
subjected to very serious consideration for which some 


time would be necessary. In response to my inquiry he 


said 


Said a week or probably two weeks would be needed. He told 
me that he wished particularly to call my attention to the 
provision in the Russian reply excluding foreign sett le- 


ments in Manchuria, which in his opinion, practically ine 


faridates the agreement offered by Russia not to impede in 


Manchuria the rights of foreign powers established by trea- 
tye He could not see, he declared, how foreigners could 
trade or reside in Manchuria without foreign settlements. 
He made it evident that he wished to know the opinion of 
the United States Government as to how far the prohibition 
~ of foreign settlements would be in conflict with the new 
treaty with China. 

In a brief interview held with the Minister, on the 5th 
instant he informed me that lis Government would advise 
China, in the’ vent of hostilities, to remain neutral. Fe 
gave as reasons for desiring the neutrality of China, 
first, that a general uprising similar to the S%oxer out- 
break might reasonably be feared if China were involve ee 
and, second, in such an event it was desirable to limit the 
mumber of contestants and the sphere of act ion. He consid- 
cred that these reasons outweighed any advantages which 
might accrue from China's participation. 

From the time of the last mentioned interview with 
Baron Komura unt4l the moment of present writing there has 
been no great development in the situation, although there 
is now in progress a meeting of the Elder Statesmen and 
Ministers in which it is quite probable that the further 
action of the Japanese Government will be determined upon. 

In my telegram of December 31 I stated that the moment 
had arrived for some friendly powers to offer good offices 


or mediation according to the Hague Convention, and I sube 


mitted that in the event of such action the United States 


and 


+ 


and France were the two powers whose offers would have the 


best chance of a favorable reception by both parties, I 
mentioned the subject of intervention so that the Depart- 
ment might know that as far as the situation here is con- 
cerned the time was ripe for such action if contemplated 
at all. From indirect sources I was aware when the telee 
gram was written that any intervention was likely to be une 
welcome to either the Prime Minister or Baron Komura, and 
this was confirmed on the evening of the Sth instant when 
the latter volunte red to me the information that his Gore 
ernment would not receive favorably any such offers. He 
gave ag his reasons that phey felt that any agreement which 
required intervention to bring it about would have no pere 
manent cliaracter, and that Russia might avail herself of a 
discussion of intervention to gause a delay which could one 
ly work to her benefit and to the military disadvantage of 
Japan. I said that I could not foresee what action,if any, 
the 'nited States Government would take but that I would 
convey *o you his words. Up to the present my information 
is that no Government has made any offer of intervention. 
In all the negotiations the utmost secrecy has been 
maintained in regard to the details and only very general 
facts have been allowed to transpire. The first break in 
the secrecy was made when Mr. Takahira presented to you the ss 
two telegrams on or abeut the SOth ultimo. In this connec- 
tion I may mention that the difficulty of obtaining reliae 
ble information in Tokyo is perhaps greater than at any 
other capital in the world: The policy of this Government 
is to maintain a most rigid secrecy about public business 
o@ almost every nature. However wise or unwise this may be 
it measurably increases the difficulties attendant upon the 


work 


work of the foreign representatives, and oven the British 
Minister though representing..a close ally, is a sufferer 
on this account. 

There is no indication in Tokyo that Great Britain or 
France or Germany or in fact any of the great powers is ine 
terfering in any way in the present negotiations. The 
British Government has offered no assistance and even their 
advice , so I am informed, has not been asked. 

It is the opinion of all fairminded observers here 
that Japan has :indeed exercised great moderation and pa- 
tience. The pressure of public opinion for war has been 
strong from the very first, »but the Japanese Government 
has kept the situation well in hand. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Unsehuieae 


Enclosures: 
Copies of telegrams exchanged between the Legation and 
the Department relating to the Japan-Russia political 
situation, between December 50 and January ll, in- 


clusive. 
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Telegram received December 32,1903. 


= 


Griscom Minister Tokio. 


Thirtieth. Confidential. The President desires that you 
cablé promptly all reliable information tending to enlighten him 
concerning delicate situation existing between Russia and Japan. 

Tloomis, Acting. 


Telegram sent December 31, 1903. 
Secstate, Washington. 

December thirty-first. Confidential. Your telegram of 
the thirtieth instant received. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
today informs me that the Japanese Minister at Washington. has 
presented#te you a full account of the negotiations up tv the 
twenty-first instant when the Japanese Government referred back 
the reply of Russia with a request for reconsideration. He says 
the situation is extremely critical and that the outcome depends 
entirely on the position Russia will take. He says also that 
they will not wait more than a reasonable time for a reply as 
negotiations must not be protrected to the mibitary advantage 
of Russia. He is most anxious that the United States Government 
appreciate the moderation and patience with which Japan has con- 
ducted the negotiations and repressed the public clamor for war. 
The whole temor of his conversation implies that war is now ale | 
most inevitable. I have reliable information to the effect thal 
the BEuperor's advisers among the elder statesmen have changed 
within a week from a peaceable attitude to a firm stand which 
the Cabinet all along seem to have favored. When on the twene 
ty-first Russia was asked to reconsider her reply the intentions 
of the Japanese Government were quite pacific. The Council of 
Ministers and the Privy Couneil practically determined at the : 
last meeting that if a satisfactory reply was not received from — | 


-s nfl 


: * 
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Russia by about Jamary fourth an ultimatum would be sent fixing 
4 definite time within — a reply would be expected. At the 
some meeting an emergency “ordinance was passed authorizing the 
Government to make almost unlimited expenditure for war purposes. 
War seems very imminent unless Russia recedes from her position, 
Evidently the moment has arrived for some friendly Powers to 
offer good offices or mediation according to the Hague Convene 
tion. TOwould respectfully suggest in that event that the Uni-~ 
ted States and France are the two Powers whose offers would hare 
the best chance of a favorable reception by both parties. 


Griscon,. 


Telegram received January 1, 1904. 


Griscom Minister Tokio. 
Has Department's cable of December thirtieth been received? 
Loomis, Acting. 


Telegram sent January 1, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 
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January first. Your telegrams of the thirtieth and thirty- 4 


first have been received. The former was answered yeaterday 28 
soon as I could obtain interview with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 


Telegram sent January 5, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington. 

Jamary fifth. Minister for Foreign Affairs volunteered 
to me this evening that the Japanese Government would not 
any offers of intervention or mediation in the present | 
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Russia by about January fourth an ultimatum would be sent fixing 
a definite time within which a reply would be expectes, At the 
same meeting an emergency ordinance was passed authorizing the 
Government to make almost unlimited expenditure for war purposes. 
War seems very imminent unless Russia recedes from her position, 
Evidently the moment has arrived for some friendly Powers to 
offer good offices or mediation according to the Hague Convene 
tion. Towould respectfully suggest in that event that the Uni- 
ted States and France are the two Powers whose offers would have 
the best chance of a favorable reception by both parties. 


Griscon, 


Telegram received January 1, 1904, 


Griscom Minister Tokio. 
Eas Department's cable of Decenmber thirtieth been received? 
Loomis, Acting. 


Telegram sent January 1, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington. 
January first. Your telegrams of the thirtieth and thirty- 


first have been received. The former was answered yesterday as 


soon as I could obtain interview with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. : 


Telegram sent January 5, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington. 

Jamary fifth. Minister for Foreign Affairs volunteered q 
to me this evening that the voprost Government would not bie me. 
ey offers of iatervesta or a in the Present < ale 
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ence with Russia for two reasons; first, that no agreement are 
rived at by otHer means than friendly negotiations between the 
two parties would have any real permanence; second, that a dise 
cussion of intervention might give Russia an excuse for further 
delay to the military disadvantage of Japan, I replied that I 
would inform you of his statement but that I could give him no 
assurance as to what action if any the United States Government 
would feel called upon to tae. He informed me further that 

in the event of hostilities Japan would frefer that China remaan 
neutral, thereby reducing the sphere of action and the number of 
contestants and the chance of another general anti-foreign up- 
rising in China. 


Grisconm. 


Telegram sent January 8, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 
January 8, 4 P.M. Confidential. The reply of Russia was 

received vesterda. Minister for Foreign Affairs has presented 

me today with a statement written by him of the two points proe 

posed by Russia. I transmit it exactly as written, as follows: 

(quote) "Secret and Confidential. First, to maintain the stip- 
“ulation relating to the establishment of a neutral zone as orice 
"inally proposed by Russia, that is to say, neutralization of the 
"Korean territory lying between the Korea-Manchurian frontier and 
‘the thirty-ninth parallel North, Second; Regarding Manchuria, 
tthe following stipulation is proposed by Russia: Japan to rew 
*cognize that Manchuria is entirely outside her sphere of interest 
"and Russia not to impede in Manchuria the rights and privileges 
"belonging to Japan and other Powers under their existing treate 
"ies with China, exclusive of the establishment of foreign set~ 
"tlements" (end of quotation). The Minister stated that the 

position his Government will take is not yet determined and ora 

eral days, perhaps two weeks, will be reer to ore’ bese” 

sary serious consideration hates 
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admits a willingness to treat of Manchuria and opens thew way for 4 
further negotiations. Ne wished particularly to call the atten- 3 
tion of the United States Governnent to the provision excluding 
foreign settlements, which, in his opinion, practically invali- 
dates the agreement offered »y Russia not to impede in ‘anchuria 3 
rights of foreign Powers established by treaty. He does : 
see how foreigners could trade or reside in Manchuria with- 
foreign settlements. He mentioned our new treaty with,China : 
seemed to invite an informal expression of opinion as to 
this provision by the United States Government. “finister for 
Yoreign Affairs assures me no military movement wikl be directed 
towards Korea while negotiations are in provress, despite press 
reports to contrary. It is evident that the warlike prepara- | 
tions of Japan have forced Russia into a somewhat conciliatory 


attitude. Griscon. 


Telegram received January ll, 1904. 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 
What is tenor of Japan's reply to Russian note report- 
ed by newspapers to have heen dispatched vesterday? Important 


you should answer at once. Toomis, Acting. 


Telegram sent January 11, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 

January 11, twelve noon. Wo reply has been sent as yet by — 
Japan to Russia. I am informed that the Japanese Government has 
not determined on a course of action. “Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs promises to notify me of the dispatch of a reply. The 
newspapers are denied all information by Japanese Government and 


their dispatches are absolutely untrustworthy. The Japanese 


Government is giving first information to British Minister and, 


reliably * 
me, and {win telegraph directly any development can be,knowne # 


Griscom,. 


Telegram sent ganuary ll, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington. 


Jarmmary 11, 5 P.M. The Japanese Government has taken thir 
ty merchant vessels as a transport service. Three are being 
i 


armed as auxiliary cruisers. 


Griscon. 


Telegram sent January ll, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington. 


Jarmary 11, 7 P.M. A council of the ministers, the elder 
statesmen, and the leading military and naval officers is now 
being held, and is probably determining the action to be taken 
by the Japanese Government in view of the Russian reply. Anoth= 
er meeting is called for tomorrow, to be held in the presence 


of the Emperor. 


Griscom. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKIO. 


January 13, 1904. 


Sidney Y. Smith, Esquire, 
Chief of the Diplomatic Bureau, 
Department of State, 
Washingt on. 


Sir: 

In the copies of telegrams which formed an inclosure 
with Mr. Griscom's dispatch No. 34 of the 11 instant, one 
telegram of the 5 January was omitted. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of that 
telegram, with the request that it be added to the above 
mentioned enclosure, in order to correct the error. 


Very respectfully yours, 


bonlpyfrllskee t. 


Secretary of Legation. 


closure: 


Copy of telegram. 


Telegram sent Jamuary 5, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 


January 5. |The Cabinet met vesterday but I am ine 


formed took no definite action. The reply of Russia has 


not been received. 


Gr iscom. 


: Div LuwtA by 
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A 
January 15, 1904, 


From Tokio ; 


Received 5.50 A. M., 14th. 


‘etary of State,* 


Washington. 


ary 15, 12 M. Confidential. 


The Council of the Empire met yesterday and decided to in- 


n* 


the Japanese Minister at St. Petersburg to reply to the 
sian proposals reported in my telegram of January 8, in a note 
ale, wherein Russia will be asked to consent to certain modi- 
tions. The modifications, which are now communicated to me 


typewritten memorandum by the Minister for Poreign Affairs, 


» as follows: 


"Strictly secret. The modifications which the Japanese Gov- 
ent consider necessary are as follows: 
First. To insist upon suppression of the Article relating 
the establishment of a neutral zone in the Korean territory 
of the S9th parallel. 


Second. Russian proposal concerning Manchuria to be modified« 
Iliows. 
(a) Recognition by Japan of Manchuria and its littoral 
being outside her sphere of interest and an engagement on the 
of Russia to respect the territorial integrity of China in 
thuria. | 
(bd) Russia within the limits of Manchuria will not im- 


pan nor other powers in,the enjoyment of rights and privi- 


es onneinas by them under existing treaties with China. (See 
ended note.) 


(c) Recognition by Russia of Korea and its littoral as 
, outside her sphere of interest. 
red hy 


asized, that the Council ‘of the ‘Empire held yesterday ayeteee: 
"in the event of no reply from Russia being forthcoming 
»in a reasonable time, or of the receipt of an unfavorable re- 
', the Japanese Government will consider and decide what meas- 


‘-s it may have to take to protect its rights and imereahea? 


d by 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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From 
Appended ngte: It should be remarked that suppression of 
> clause including the establishment of settlements in Manchuria 
because of its conflict with the stipulations of the new com- 
ercial treaty between Japan and China. In this respect, however, 
‘nan will be satisfied if she received equal treatment with an- 


ner power which has already acquired similar right in regard to 
settlements in Manchuria.” End of appended heies 


I wish to make perfectly clear that the appended note is a 
-t of the note verbale to be communicated ta Russia, and refers 
he Russian reply reported in my telegram of January 8. The 

ister for Foreign Affairs informed me verbally that the note 
erbale to Russia will state in part as follows: 

"The modifications are presented in a spirit of perfect con- 
liation and in the hope that they will be received in the same 
irit on the part of the Russian Government.” 

The note will end by expressing “the hope of an early reply.” 

The last two quotations were dictated to me by the Minister 
' Foreign Affairs with the purpose, as he expressed it, of mak-= 
clear to the United States Government that the note verbale 


Ll not have, in any way, the character of an ultimatum. He 


er informed me, in strict confidence, which he especially 


asized, that the Council of the Empire held yesterday decided 


"in the event of no reply from Russia being forthcoming 
in a reasonable time, or of the receipt of an unfavorable re- 
, the Japanese Government will consider and decide what meas- 


~s it may have to take to protect its rights and interests. * 


j by 
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From 


These words last quoted he also dictated, and he explained 


+ of course this decision was not communicated to Russia.) The 


+e vyerbale will mention no 


time limit within which a reply will 


expected. He stated that his Government would wait a reason- 


time. The instructions embodying the note verbale will be 


his evening by telegram to St. Petersburg about simultaneouse 


ith this telegram. 
a GRISCOM 


January I3, 1904 


Mr. Griscom, 


to the Secretary of State. 


Subje ct: 


The President's thanks for the Emperor's condolen- 


ces on the occasion of the fire at Chicago. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to confirm the following tele- 
gram received from the Department the Gth.instant: 
"Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 

"The President directs yo. to express in his name 
"and in the name of the residents of Chicago apprecia- 
"tion and thanks for the message of sympathy with the 
"sufferers by the terrible disaster of last Wednesday 
"which His Imperial Majesty has commnicated through 
"his Minister. 

"Loomis Acting," 


Copies of my note conveying this message from the 


President and of the reply of the Minister for Foreign 


Affairs are herewith enclosed. 


I have the. honor to be, 
Sir, . 


Your obedient servant, 


) 
Livy pha (ACAAG 


Enclosures: 
I. Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, Jarmary 6 
2. Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, January II. 
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(Copy) 


Legation of the United States of America, 


Tokio, Jamuary 6, 1904. 


To His Excellency 
Baron Komura Jutaro 
His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

In a telegram which I haye today received, the President 
directs me to express in his name and in the name of the resi- 
dents of Chicago appreciation and thanks for the message of 
sympathy with the sufferers by the terrible disaster of last 
Wednesday which His Imperial Majesty has communicated through 
his Minigter. 

I have the honor to request Your Excellency kindly to 
convey this message from the President to His Majesty the 
Emperor. 

I take advantage of this opportunity to renew to Your 


Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Signed:- Lloyd C..Grisconm. 
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(Copy) 
Translation. No. l. 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, Jamuary 11, 1904. 


His Excellency 
Lloyd C. Griscon, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 


Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receit of Your 
Excellency’s note dated the 6th instant in which you request 
me to convey to His Majesty the Emperor the telegraphic m«s- 
sage from His Excellency the President of the United States 
directing you to express in his name and in the name of the 
residents of Chicago appreciation and thanks for His Majesty's 
sympathy with the sufferers by the terrible catastrophe at 
Chicago. 

I beg to state in reply that the President's courteous 
message has at once been submitted to His Majesty. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Excel- 


lence the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Signed:- Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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January 14, 1904. 
JAN 26 1904 


Received 1.45 P. M. 


| FAY 
BUREAU. 
a i 


| 


sretary of State, 


Washington. 


ary 14, 4 P.M. 
The British Minister showed me in strict confidence today & 
Ll copy of the new note verbale to Russia. There is one point 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs did not disclose’ to me 
esterday. Early in the negotiations Japan claimed the right to 
id troops to and build fortifications in Korea, if necessary to 
rotect Japanese interests and secure good civil government. At 
time Russia asked an assurance that such a right be not exer- 
sed for strategic purposes. In December Japan had declined to 
i've such assurance, whereupon Russia withdrew rier objections. 
at refusal of Japan is now repeated in the note verbale. This 
she only point about which the Japanese Government has not been 
rfectly frank. 
I am informed that all factions in the Council of the EIm- 
re are now united. There was no opposition to sending this 
rong note verbale. 
GRISCOM 


picred by JRB, Chief Clerk's Office 
Re 15 Pp. M. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, | 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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_ een ee eet 
\AN 16 1904 GROW TOKIO, 


January 15, 1904, 


BUREAU, ' 
Received 6:45 a, m,. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


January 15. The best opinion here is that however 
the JapaneRussia negotiations may end, the treatment 
of Korea is such that the conditions there are likely 
to be disturbed, and position of Minister Allen somewhat 
exposed. 
- GRISCOM. 


CC's Office, January 15, 1904. 10:25 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHHERgy 464 yon: 
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JAN 29 1904 Jamery 15, 1904, 


BUREAU. | Received 7:10 a, m, 


Secretary of State, 


“, ‘Washington, 
January 15, 12 noon. 


The Japanese Government is going ahead more 
rapidly than ever with war preparations. The big 
Japanese merchant steamships are being stopped at 
Singapore, Shanghai, and elsewhere and recalled to 
enter Government transport service. Over two hundred 


thousand tons of shipping have already been taken oevr. 


GRISCOM, 


C.C's Office, January 15, 1904. 


Vij Ap iy 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPH he 
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‘ RuURrs 
mi Grom Tokio, 
ay January 18, 1904. 


6 / Received 11.20 A. M,. 


‘etary of State; 


Washington 


‘SIdentia) : 
The British Government has finally decided to oppose, on 


grounds, as a discrimination, the Japanese ordinance re- 
‘ing deposits from foreign insurance companies. May I protest 
st enforcement of the order pending your consideration of 


question? If so, we could then await the outcome of British 


tiations. 
e Mutual and Equitable have ostensibly withdrawn from busi- 


mr 


Japan, but the Equitable seems inclined to await develop- 


in 


GRISCOM 


by JRB, Chief Clerk's Office, 11.44 A. M. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


January 18, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom 
to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: . 


j 


Extradition, of Adachi. 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOKYO, _— 


No ao 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


I have the honor to confirm on the overleaf the Depart- 
ment’'s two telegrams received the 9th and the 10th instant 
and my telegrams dated the 10th and lith,.alzk relating to 
the extradition of Adachi. 

The two months’ period of provisional detention speci- | 
fied by the extradition treaty came to an end, in the case 
of Adachi, at midnight of January 9th. As the extradition 
papers had not reached here the Legation had made informal 
inquiries . the Foreign Office and had previously investi- 
gated what could be done to prevent Adachi's final escape 
should the papers fail to arrive before the expiration of 
the two months’ period. It was ascertained that there was 
no authority under Japanese law for the extension of the 
period of provisional detention, but that he could subse- 
quently be re-arrested at the time of the presentation of 
the extradition papers, and that in the interval between 

: 


his release and that time an informal police surveillance 


could be ordered. 


On the 9th instant I addressed a note to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs requesting that Adachi should be kept 
under police surveillance from the time of his release, 


upon the understanding that he should be re-arrested when 


the extradition papers should be presented to the Imperial 


Japanese Government. At the same time I communicated to 
Baron Komura the contents of the Department's telegram re- 


ceived that day. A copy of this note is herewith enclosed 
I 


Telegram received January 9. 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 
Adachi extradition papers just reached here from Hawaii. 


Ascertain whether period of provisional detention can be extend 


ed sufficient time to enable officers to reach Japan with paper 


Loomis,’ Acting. 


Telegram sent January 10. 


Secstate, Washington. 

Adachi was released vesterday at midnight. Before his - 
release I requested that he be placed under police surveillance 
with understanding that he be re-arrested on arrival of papers. 


Griscom. 
Telegram received January 10. 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 

If extension of provisional detention of Adachi cannot be 
secured, request his re-arrest in accordance with Article Ten of 
Imperial Ordinance Forty-two. 


Loomis, Acting. 
Telegram sent January ll. 


Secstate, Washington. 

Japanese Government assures me Adachi will be watched by 
police and re-arrested upon arrival of papers. In event of his 
trying to leave Japan they will withold passport and endeavor 


to block him. 


i 


; I have the honor to enclose, also, a copy of the reply 
e the Minister for Foreign Affairs dated the 13th instant. 
Therein the Japanese Government agree to comply with my 
request for the re-arrest of Adachi. They promise, furthet 
to meen a vigilant watch over Adachi's movements, so far as 


is practicable, during the interval until the arrival of 


the papers. They imply, however, that they cannot enforce 
strictly legal police surveillance nor forcibly detain 
Adachi within this Zmpire. The skill of the Japanese 
Police is such, however, that it would have to be very ex- 
ceptional circumstances under which Adachi could escape 

‘ from observation. 

"ce I have the honor to be, 

rs. Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


/LMLA CIMA 


1 of 
Enclosures: 


1. Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, January 9. 


2. Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, January 15. 


Enclosure No/with Mr, Griscom's No $fJanuary /f , 1904, 


(Copy) “ 


LEGATION OF THE WNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Tokio, January 9, 1904, 


To his Excellency Baron Komura Jutaro, 
His Imperial Japanese Majesty's Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, etc., etc., etc, 
Monsieur ile Ministre, 

On the 8th of November I had the honor to address to 
Your Excellency a note wherein I requested on behalf of, 
my Government the arrest of one Adachi, a Japanese subject, 
charged with perjury committed within the territory of the 
United States, and his detention pending the arrival of 
extradition papers, Upon the arrival of the steamer "Siber= 
"ia" on the 10th November, the Imperial Government arrested 
the individual in question and has since, as I am informed, 
kept him in detention, The two months’ Limit of the per- 
iod of provisional detention as provided by treaty expires 
at 12 P.M, this day, 

I have now the honor to inform Your Excellency that I 
am in receipt of a telegram of yesterday's date from my 
Government informing me that the extradition papers have 
just reached Washington from Hawaii and directing me to as- 
certain whether the period of provisional detentior can be 
extended a sufficient time to enable officers to reach 
Japan with the papers, 

Upon informal inquiry at the Foreign Office this morn- 
ing I was informed that there was no authority inder Japan- 
ese law for the extension of the period of provisional de- 
tention, but that it might be possible, as a matter of in- 


ternational comity, to re-arrest Adachi upon the arrival of 
; extradition 


extradition papers, 

Presuming the information so obtained to be correct, 
I have the honor to request Your Excellency that Adachi be 
kept under police surveillamce from the time of his release 
until the arrival of the extradition papers, a period prob- 
ably of some three or four weeks, upon the understanding 


that he will be ,re-arrested when the documents in question 


are presented to the Imperial Government, 
IT avail etc, 
Signed: 
Lloyd C. Griscon, 


Lncltiace N° 4, ust Md Creheomst JfP23S Anuar, 6 [04 


o~ 


Translation 
No. Ze 


Department of Foreign Affairs 
Tokio January I5, 1904. 


His Excellency 
Lloyd C. Grisconm, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 


Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of Your Excellency's note,MNo.35,under date of the 9,in- 
stant in which you inform me that the two months limit 
of the period of the provisional detention of Adachi 
Saburo, charged with perjury committed within the terri- 
tory of the United States as referred to in Your Excel- 
_ilency's note of the 8, November, who was arrested by 
r Government at the request of your Government and 
kept in detention pending the arrival of Extradition 
papers, being to expire at I2 P.M. the 9,instant as pro- 
vided by Treaty, you have received a telegram on 8, in- 
stant from your Government informing you that the Ex- 
tradition papers have just reached Washington from Ha- 
waii, and directing you to ascertain whether the period 
of provisional detention can be extended a sufficient 
time to enable officérs to reach Japan with the papers. 

I note that upon your informal inquiry at this De- 
partment you were informed that there was no ram 


under Japanese law for the extention of the period of 
provisional detention, but that’ it might be possible,as 
a matter of international comity, to re-arrest the said 
Adachi upon the arrival of Extradition papers. 

I also note your request under the strength of the 
information just referred to, that the aforesaid Adachi 
be kept under police surveillance from time of his re- 
lease until the arrival of the Extradition papers, a per- 
iod probably of some three or four weeks, upon the under- 
standing that he will be re-arrested when the documents 
in question are presented to the Imperial Government. 

In reply I have the honour to state that the Inm- 
perial Government are ready to comply with your request 


that the aforesaid Adachi be re-arrested on the arrival 


of the Extradition papers, but I hope you will understand 


that we can neither keep the man lawfully under police 
surveillance after the expiry of the limit of the pro- 
visional detention nor detain him within the Empire. 
The Imperial Government will however, keep a vigilant 
watch over the said Adachi'g movements as far as it can 
be practicable, so as to be ready to re-arrest him on 
the arrival of the documents in question. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 


Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration. 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


—_ 
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Tokio, 
January 19, 1904. 
Received 4.22 P. M. 


‘ecretary of State, 


Washington. 


19, 7 P. KM, 
accordance with the instructions contained in your tele- 
the 18th, I have informed Minister for Foreign Affairs 
e position of the Government of the United States in regard 
foreign settlements in Manchuria. He said that the attitude 
is Government towards this ausetion was in full accord with 


of the United States. 


GRIScCOM 


hered bvJRB, Chief Clerk's Office, 4.37 P. M. 
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RIIREA 
Yrom TOKIO, 


eae \fer \\} January 19 [swe 9 


1904 


Received ‘Yi}28~ Pape 


secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Confidential. Japanese Minister at St. Peterse 

burg telegraphs that the indications are that war party 
s losing favor with Czar. Monsieur Witte, formerly 
Minister of Finance, said to the Japanese Minister that 
he did not think it would be of the least use to make 
any engagement on paper and cited as a case in point 

the noneobservance by Russia of the Manchurian Conven- 
tion. He said that the Czar would leave nothing undone 
for the end of peace. 


GRISCO Hk, 


«C's Office, January 19, 1904, Noon. 
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To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to confirm on the overleaf my 
telegram of the I8, instant to the Department, and 
the Departments answer received on the I9, instant;re- 
lating to the new ordinance requiring deposits from 
foreign insurance companies in Japan. 

I will discuss the matter with the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in -_ interview which I am to have with 
him today, but it will be impossible to report the re« 
sult to you by this mail. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Legg Preset. ‘ 


Telegram sent January I[8. 
Secstate Washington. 

Confidential. The British Government has finally 
decided to oppose on treaty grounds as a discrimination 
the Japanese ordinance requiring deposits from foreign 
insurance companies. May I protest against enforcement 
of the order pending your consideration of the question. 
If so, we could then await the outcome of British nego- 
tiations. The Mutual and Equitable have ostensibly with- 
drawn cron business in Japan but the Equitable seems in- 
clined to await developements. 


Griscom. 


Telegram received January I9, 
Griscom, Minister, Tokyo. 

Kighteenth. Your telegram eighteenth. Japan has 
technical right to exact deposits from insurance com- 
panies, but unreasonable deposit is ground of remon- 
strance. You may urge suspension of order pending con- 
siderationof international objections. Meanwhile you 
may discreetly back up the British Minister's objec- 
tions. We should claim equality of treatment with frit- 


ish or other companies. 


Haye 


Confidential. 


No. 37 u 


FEB @ 1904 


Griscon 


to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
Japan-Russia political situation; 


grams, January 12--21. 


confirming tele- 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 


Confidential — 


Ho. 5/7 January 21, 1904. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to/confirm as per copies herewith 
enclosed the interchange of telegrams in regard to the gen- 
eral political situation, which has taken place between the 
Department and this Legation subsequently to my report No. ~ 
54 of the Alth instant. 

In the above mentioned report I stated that a meeting 
of the Elder Statesmen and Ministers was then in progress, 
in which the future action of the Japanese Government was 
probably being determined upon. This proved to be correct. 
On the following day, January 12, an unusually solemm coun- 
cil of all the ministers, the Elder Statesmen, and a nunber 
of the financial, naval, and military authorities was held 
in the presence of the Emperor. The council was surround- 
ed with such ceremony and was s0 comprehensive in character 
that it was evident it must have been called together to 
decide matters of greatest moment. On the evening of the 
following day Baron Komura sent for me and told me that the 
reply to Russia had been agreed upon and would be sent as 
soon as it could be enciphered. He gave me a typewritten 
memorandum, a copy of which is enclosed herewith, which was 
fully reported to you in my telegram of the 15 instant. 


It contains the substance of a note verbale which the Jap- 


anese Minister at St. Petersburg delivered to the Russian 


Governmert on the 16 instant. After I had read the menos 
randum he said to me that the modifications were presented 
in 


a2 — 
in a spirit of perfect conciliation and in the hope that 
they would be received in the same spirit on the part of the 
Russian Government. He added that the note would end by 


expressing the hope of an early reply. For the sake of 


accuracy I noted both of the above statements as he dictat- 


¥ 
ed tham. He made the statements, as he said, in order to 


make clear to me that the note verbale would not have the 
character of an ultimatum. He then informed me in strict 
confidence that the Counoil eof the Empire had decided that 
in the event of no reply from Russia being forthcoming 
within a reasonable time or of the receipt of an unfavor- 
able reply, the Japanese Government would consider and de- 
cide what measures it might have to take in order to protect 
its rights and interests. This he likewise dictated, as 
being of great seriousness and importance. I presume it 
is intended to be read to mean that in the above mentioned 
circumstances the Council will proceed with arguments of a 
more forcible nature. However, he stated definitely that 
the note verbale would coritain no time limit within which 
a reply will be expected . His Government was willing to 
wait a reasonable time for an answer, I asked if he could 
give me any idea of what was aPreasonsble time” but he de- 
clined to make the matter any clearer. I then spoke to 
him about the appended note to the second modification, 
which sets forth Japan's readiness to agree to any arrange- 
ment in regard to settlements in Manchuria acceptable to 
another power having the same treaty right. He said that 
the matter required no verbal explanations as its meaning 
was sufficiently clear and explicit. 

As the British Minister had likewise heen summoned to 
an interview with Baron Komura, I called upon him the fol- 
lowing day in order to compare notes as to the situation. 


I found that he had in his possession a copy of jas actual 
note 


xe 
note.verbale, which he kindly showed me. As the represon- 
tative of an ally, he is usually furnished by the Foreign 
Office with somewhat fuller information than is given me. 
The representatives of other powers receive practically no 
official information whatsoever concerning the general poli- 
tical situation. The heads of the Government and all the 
Departments are extremely secretive. 

The note verbale showed me that there was one point at 
issue about which Baron Komura has failed to give me any in 
formation. Early in the negotiations the Japanese Govern- 
ment included in its proposals to Russia a suggestion that 
Japan be conceded the right to give advice and assistance 
to Korea to insure good civil government in that land. 

The Russians replied in October by conceding that Japan 
should be allowed to “assist Korea with advice", a subtle 


change which entirely altered the meaning of the concession. 


Japan then made clear that by “assistance was meant military 


assistance, whenever necessary to protect Japanese inter- 
ests or suppress insurrections, riots, and similar disturbd- 
anc 68. In the Russian note which reached Tokio December - 
ll, last, it was provided that Japan should under no cir- 
cumstances fortify the Korean littoral or send troops into 
Korea for "strategic purposes, In the Japanese note of 
December 21 a complete withdrawal of the provision in regard 
to fortifications and troops in Korea was asked. An inter- 
change of telegrams took place, and an understanding was 
arrived at through Russia's acceding to Japan’s demand. 

In the note verbale which has recently been sent by Japan 
the position this Govermment assumes is re-stated, apparent- 
ly for the sake of putting the agreement plainly on record. 
This information has come to me at various times from vari- 
ous sources, and while unofficial, yet it is as authentic 


as any official information can be. I cannot explain this 
one 


~4- 
one piece of reticence on the part of Baron Komura, but I 
am inclined to think it has no great significance, He was 
equally reticent until a few days ago to my Britiagh col- 
league. In an interview with Baron Komura today I gave him 
an opportunity of explaining the matter to me by asking him 


what position Japan desired to have in Korea. He replied 


that that was another question and not a matter of dispute 
between Russia and Japan. He stated, however, that Japan 
had previous agreements with both Russia and England to re- 
spect the integrity of Korea and the rights of foreign 
powers established by treaty with Korea. 

I can hardly exaggerate the solemity which surrounded 
the decision in regard to the recent note verbale and its 
despatch. In official circles ont in the press it was 
looked upon as a final stand which would probably bring on 
war. As soon as the note had gone the naval and military 
preparations proceeded with rehewed vigor. By the 15 ine 
stant over 200000 tons of shipping had been taken over by 
the Government to augment the transport service, as I re- 
ported to you in my telegram of that date. Three divi- 
sions of the army, those at Moji, Sendai, and Tokio, were 
indicated as being the first to be called upon for foreign 
service. On the same day several dispatches, official 
and otherwise, arrived in Tokio, indicating that the condi- 
tions in Korea were becoming very unsettled. It appears 
that the introduction of Legation guards in Seoul served 
as an excuse fr the local press to incite the people to 
rise against foreigners. The real feeling which caused 
the outburst had its foundation in the negotiations betweon 
Japan and Russia. There is P natural repulsion in the 
Korean mind against being made the involuntary subject of 
negotiations and having the future of Korea decided by an 
agreement between foreign powers. I believe the element 


of danger lies in the Korean soldiers who headed a — 


aS 
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anti-foreign riot in October last. © Whatever may be the 
outcome of the Japan-Russia negotiations, the conditions 
in Korea are likely to be disturbed. 

Immediately upon the receipt of your telegram of the 
18 instant, setting forth the position of the United States 
Govermment in regard to foreign settlements in Manchuria, 
I proceeded to the Foreign Office and informed Baron Komura 


of its contents. For the sake of acouracy I presented him 


with a memorandum, a copy of which I enclose herewith. [He 
said that the attitude of his Government towards this ques- 
tion was in full accord with that of the United States, 

Since the last mentioned interview I have been unof-+ 
ficially informed by a member of the Foreign Office that 
the position which the United States has taken in this mat- 
ter makes a peaceful outcome of the negotiations much more 
probable. 

Baron Komura handed to me a typewritten copy of ‘a tele- 
gram just received from the Japanese Minister at St. Peters- 
burg, giving the substance of a éméerview with Mr. Witte, 
umtil recently Russian Minister of Finance. I considered 
it of sufficient importance to make it the subject of a 
telegram to you on the 19 instant, and I now transmit to 

_ you as per copy enclosed the telegram in full. The frank 
© statement by Mr. witte that a paper agreement with Russia 
is of no real use is certainly worthy of record. The gen- 
eral tone of Mr. Witte’s remarks is taken by the Foreign 
Office here as a sign that the Czar sincerely desires peace. 
Such other indications as have come to Tokio from St. Peters- 
burg in the last few days would go to show that the war 
party in Russia, which is headed by Admiral Alexieff, Gen- 
eral Bezabrazoff, and the Grand Duke Alexander Michaelo~ 
vitch, is losing some of its influence with the Czar. 
The more peaceful party of which Mr. Witte and Count Lambs- 
dort 
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dorf are the exponents could doubtless effect a diplomatic 


solution of the present situation if they could recover 
their hold over the Czar. Telegrens from the Japanese 
Minister tell of a fierce contest now going on in St. Peters- 
burg between the two factions, the outcome of which is dif- 
ficult to see. For the time being the negotiations turn 

on the decision to be arrived at in St. Petersburg, and 
consequently there are no developments of importance to ree 
port in Tokio. 

The Japanese nation is now worked up to a high pitch 
of excitement, and it is no exaggeration to say that if — 
there is no war it will be a severe disappointment to the 
Japanese individual of every walk of life. The people are 
under such a strain that the present condition cannot last 
long. Nothing but the most complete backdown by the Rus- 
sian Government will satisfy the public feeling, and even 
then it would require the most skilful handling on the 
part of the Japanese Government to mollify the war spirit 
which is now rampant. The Japareqpege@éen is in the 
position of having finally made up its mind to fight, and 
its costly preparations have been made. Under the cirocum- 
stances it would rather fight than not. It would scorn 
conditions now which a month ago it would have welcomed, 

It is determined to have the questions at issue settled now 
once and for all,4>¢¢onsequently there is not much hope 
of a compromise. A peaceful issue can only come through 
the acceptance by Russia of the Japanese demands. But in 
view of the Czar's sincere desire for peace and of the some— 
what incomplete state of the Russian naval and military pre- 
parations it now seems possible that war may be avoided. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(7 : 
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closures: 


Ae Telegrams exchanged between the Department and the Lega- 


inner? 
Ps 
tion, January 12--21, 


Secret memorandum received from the Foreign Office Jan- 
uary 135. 

Memorandum to the Foreign Office, January 19. 

Secret memorandum received from the Foreign Office Jane 


> 


uary 19. 
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Telegram sent January 15, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 

Jamuary 15, 12 midnight. Confident&aal. The Counoil 
of the empire met yesterday and decided to instruct the 
Japanese Minister at St. Petersburg to reply to the Russian 
proposals reported in my telegram of January eighth in a 
noe verbale wherein Russia will be asked to consent to 
certain modifications. The modifications, which are now 
communicated to me in a type written memorandum by the 


Minister for Foreign Affairs, are as follows: (quote) 


Strictly secret. The modifications which the Japane 
ese Government consider necessary are as follows: 

Pirst. To insist upon suppression of the Article ree 
lating to the establiahment of a neutral zone in the Korean 
territory North of the thir€y-ninth paralle®. 

Second. Russian proposal concerning Manchuria to be 
modified as follows: 

a Recognition by Japan of Manchuria and its littore 
al as being outside her sphere of interest, and an engage- 
ment om the part of Russia to respect the territorial integ— 
rity of Chima in Manchuria. 

Db Russia within the limits of Manchuria will not 
impede Japan nor other Powers in the enjoyment ¢ rights 
and privileges acquired by them under existing treaties with 
China. Parenthesis (See appended note) End of parenthesis, 

c Recognition by Russia of Korea and its littoral 
as being outside her sphere of interest. 

Appended note. It should be remarked that suppress- 
ion of the clause excluding the establishment of settle- 
ments in Manchuria is because of its conflict with the 
stipulations of the new commercial treaty ert 
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China. In this respect, however, Japan will be satisfied 
if she receives equal treatment with another Power which 
has already acquired similar right in regard to settle- 
ments in Manchuria. End of appended mote. End of quotae 
tion. 

I wish to make perfectly clear that the appended note 
is a part of the note verbale to be commmicated to Russia 
amd refers to the Russian reply reported in my telegram of 
January eighth. | 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me verbally 
that the note verbale to Russia will state in part as fole 
lows3 Quote, The modifications are presented in a 
spirit of perfect conciliation and in the hope that they 
will be received in the same spirit on the part of the 
Russian Gevernment. End of quotation. 

The note will end by expressing : Quote. The hope 
of an early reply. 2nd of quotation. 

The last two quotations were dictated to me by the 
Minister for Foreign Krrairs with the purpose, as he expres- 
ed it, of making clear to the United States Government that 
the note verbale will not have_in any way the charagter of 
an ultimatum, He further.me , in a strict confidence which 
he specially emphasized, that the Council of the Empire 
held yesterday decided that: Quote. In the event of no 
reply from Russia being forthcoming within a reasonable 
time or of the receipt of an unfavorable reply tke Japanese 
Govermment will consider and decide what measures it ma; 
have to take to protect its rights and interests. End of 
quotation. 

These words last quoted he also dictated, and he ex~ 
plained that of course this decision was not communicated te : 
Russia, The note verbale will mention no time limit with-— 
in which a reply will be expected. He stated that his 
Government would wait a reasonable time. 
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The instructions embodying the note verbale will be 


\ 
‘ 


sent this evening by telegraph to St.Petersburg, about 


Be 
simultaneously with this telegram. 


Grisconm. 


Telegram sent January 14, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington. 


January 14, 4 P.M. Cpnfidential. The British Mine 


ister showed me confidentially today a full copy of the new 
note verbale to Russia. There is one point which the Mine 
ister for Foreign Affairs did not disclose to me yesterday. 
Eary in the negotiations Japan claimed the right to send 
troops to and build fortifications in Korea if necessary to 
protect Japanese interests and secure good civil Goverment, 
At that time Russia asked an assurance that such a right be 
not exercised for strategic purposes. In December Japan 
declined to give such assurance, whereupon Russia withdrew 
her objections. That refusal of Japan is now repeated in 
the note verbale. This is the only point about which the 
Japanese Government has not been perfectly frank, I am 
informed that all factions in the Council of the Empire are 
now united. There was no opposition to sending this 
strong mote verbale. 


Griscom. 


Telegram sent, January 15, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 


January fifteen, twelve noon, The Japanese Govern- 


ment is going ahead more actively than ever with war prep- 


arations. The big Japanese merchant steamships are being 
stopped at Singapore, Shanghai and elsewhere and recalled 
to enter Government transport service. Over two hundred 
Shousand tons of shipping have already been taken over, 


Griscom, 


Telegram sent, January 15, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 


January fifteen, twelve noon, The best opinion here 


is that however the Japan-Russia negotiations may end, the 


treatment of Korea is such that the conditions there are 
likely to be disturbed and position of Minister Allen some- 
what exposed, 


Griscom, 


Telegram received January 19, 1904, 


(me! 


’ 


1a 
Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 


In reply to your telegram of the thirteenth: as ree 
gards paragraph six of second modification asked by Japan 
of Russia, you may inform the Japanese Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that although the United States will not waive the 
right acquired by it in Article Twelve of ite recent treaty 
with China, regarding selection of sites for international 
residence and trade at Mukden and Antung, nevertheless it 
is not disposed to ask at present for the establishment of 
such settlements at either locality, our trade interests 
not requiring them, and this Government being disinclined 
to create purely American settlements in China, as it has 
shown in the past at Tientsin and Canton. 

The Russian Government was informed through its Embassy 


at Washington in June of last year of the above views of 


the United States. 


Hay. 


Telegram sent, January 19th, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

January nineteen, four P.M. . Confidential. In ac- 
cordance with the instructions contained in your telegram 
of the eightBenth I have informed the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the position of the Government of the United 
States in regard to foreign settlements in Manchuria. He 
said the attitude of his Government towards this question 


was in full accord with that of the United States, 


Griscom, 


Telegram sent, January 19, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 

January nineteen, six P.M. . Confidential. 
Japanese Minister at St. Petereburg telegraphs that the 
indications are that the war party is losing favor with 
the Czar. Monsieur Witte, formerly Minister of Finance, 


said to the Japanese Minister that he did not think it 


would be of the leas$ use to make any engagement on paper 


and cited as a case in point the nonobservance by Russia 
of the Manchurian convention. He said that the Czar would 


leave nothing undone for the end of peace, 


Griscom, 
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Strictly secret . 


The modifications which the Japanese Government consi- 
der necessary are as follows:- 

1 ) To insist upon suppression of the article relating to 
the establishment of a neutral zone in the Corean 
territorg north of the 39th parallel. 

Russian proposal concerning Manchuria to be modified 
as follows:- 

a) Recognition by Japan of Manchuria and its 
littoral as being outside her sphere of ine 
terest and an engagement on the part of Rus- 
sia to respect the territorial integrity of 
China in Manchuria, 

Russia, within the limits of Manchuria, will 
not impede Japan nor other Powers in the en- 
joyment of rights and privileges acquired 
by them under existing treaties with China# 
Recognition by Russia of Corea and its lit- 
toral as being outside her sphere of inter- 


est. 


#N. B. It should be remarked that suppression of 
the clause excluding the establishment of settlements in 
Manchuria is because of its conflict with the stipulations 
of the new Commercial Treaty between Japan and China. In a 
this respect, however, Japan will be satisfied if she re- a 
ceives equal treatment with another Power which has already a 
acquired similar right in regard to settlements in Manchur- . 
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January I19, 1904. 

Although the tmited States will not waive the right 
acquired by it in Article Twelve of its recent treaty 
with China regarding selection of sites for internation- 
al residence and trade at Mukden and Antung, nevertheless 
it is not disposed to ask at present for the establish- 
ment of such settlements at either locality, our trade 
interests not requiring them, and this Government being 
disinclined to create purely American settlements in 
China, as it has shown in the past at Tientsin and Can- 
ton. 

The Russian Government was informed through its Em 
bassy at Washington in June of last year of the above 


views of the United States. 


us 


’ 6. aoe 
z* er aty a 
ae iby. . . 1 ig iP ote UR ie +i es 5 2 is. Nad 
. { A te a ee ee ye aA . aay i. * aS 
¥ q eg mS ee ve ¥ ie, aay ‘ 3 5 ‘ 4 3 i... k an r pa ey 4a ot Eee ae ee 
| RE AITO 2 ne en iad aaah Be ca wile (iyo lie Se ON oe 
nar bn Pt, ae) were wae Ny flees amt othr aa Se le OG Bx tay Oe, eae” Gee pe . re 4 ib ie 
. ‘ ee oi 45 if “ 
ies de ye tS “pa F yey m 


a ae i 


| 


funslerim N2 Gg wth MW Uncons He 37, Jdmuaty Li, 


Secret and confidential, 


Telegram from Japanese Minister at St. Petersburg 


dated January 14th,1904, 


M, Witte admitted to me the failure of himself and 
Count Lamsdorff in their Far Eastern policy and yet he as- 
sured me of the peaceful intentions of the Czar who will 
leave nothing undone for the end of peace. He pointed out 
the danger which lay in the strenuous efforts which Japan 
and Russia were making to increase their naval and mili- 
tary forces, for, he said, the one which got ahead of the 
other in this competition would be in a position to dictate 
her terms, and that one in his opinion would be Russia. 
Suppose, he continued, Russia were to take Manchuria, what 
would Japan do? On the contrary if the latter were to oc- 
cupy Corea or send troops there, there would always be bé=- 
fore them the danger of a collision with Russia, If 
peace was to be the object in view, it would be far more ~ 
readily attained if Japan were separated! by: see. 

It was not possible, I replied, for Japan to lose 
sight of the preponderating interests she hasin Corea; and 
I put it to him whether Japan and Russia could not come to. 
an agreement on the definition of the respective interests 
of the two countries, which shall allay their mutual.sus- 
picions and jealousies and remove every possible cause of 
misunderstanding, In that case, I knew no reason, I con- 
cluded, why the two Powers should not live in peace and 
friendship. ) 


M, Witte answered that the only thing to be done was ~~ 


+eo-—-bo-—done—wae to abide faithfully by the existing treate- 
ies, and peace would be maintained in the absence of any 
aggressive action on the part of Japan. Russia does not 
seek war; but the present situation was very difficult to 
bring to a satisfactory solugion, and he did not think it 
would be of the least use to make any engagement on paper, 
and he cited as a case in point the non-observance by Ruse 
sia of the Manchurian Convention which he attrihuted to 
her consciousness of her superior strength, 

I hear that General Wogack has ben appointed special 
attache to the Czar. He is, I may add, one of the princi- 
pal members of Bezobrazoff's party which includes such 
noted meg as M. Abaza and Admiral Alexieff and is supported 
by most of the Grand Dukes, M, Bezobrazoff, Your Excellene- 


cy will recollect, was chiefly instrumental in procuring 


the recent fall of M, Witte, who notwithstanding his unpop= 


ularity at Court still enjoys great influence in commercial — 


and industrial circles, 
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From Tokio, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, _ 


January 23, 1904. 


DIPLOWA IG A 


JAN 23 OF | Received 7.20/A. M. 


BUREAL. 


‘ecretary of State, 


Washington. 


Confidential. The political situation here continues without 

icular developments. Eeverything now depending on decision 
Petersburg. Such reports as aire reached here indicate 

the Czar is now under the influence of the peace party. 

Vinister for Foreign Affairs asked me to tell him what the 


erican Ambassador at St. Petersburg reports. 


GRISCOM 


herel hy the Chie? Clerk's Office, 9.47 A. M. 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOKYO. . — 


January 25, 1904, 


Mr. Lloyd C. Griscom to the Secretary of State. 


Subj ect: 
The legation's mndelivered telegram of December 24, 
1902, apparently lost in Russian district. Charges 


refunded. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


January 25, 1904. 


To the Eonorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Waghington. 
Sir: 

Referring to the Department's instruction No. 443, of 
date March 19, 1905, in regard to the Legation’ sGhdeliver- 
ed telegram of December 24, 1902, I have the honor to en- 
close herewith translation of a commmication received by 
me from the Chief of the Communications Bureau of the De- 
partment of Communications in which it is stated that the 
said telegram was apparently lost in the district under 
Russian administration. 

I have acknowledged the receipt of the charges for 
the telegram, amounting to Yen 32.94, which will be creditéd 
to the Government in my next account for official telegrams 
unless I am otherwise instructed. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


{7} 
\ ettadenadion , 


Enclosure: 
Mr. Komatsu to Mr. Griscom, January 16, 1904,- trans- 
lation copy. 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No.J) of Jan'y 25, 1904. 


Translation. 


Department of Communif ations ; 


Tokio, Japan, January 16, 1904. 


To His Excellency, 
Lloyd C. Griscon, 


United States Minister. 


In the matter of the non-delivery of a telegram of 
date December 24,1902, sent by the Chargé d'Affaires of 
the United States at Tokio to the Secretary of State at 
Washington, I had the honor to address you on the 19th of 
February and 5th of May, last. 

I am now in receipt of information from the telegraph 
authorities concerned that the said telegramrappears to 
have been lost in the district under Russian administration , 
I beg to refund herewith the charges for the telegram 
amounting to Yen 32.94. 

I have the honor to be 
etc etc etc 
( Sed) Komatsu Kenjiro 


Chief of Communication Bureau. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOK 


Wr. Lloyd C. Griscom tot the Secretary of State. 


Subj ect: 


Transmitting account for repairs to legation and 


ground S. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


To the Honorable John Ray, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
instruction No. 27 dated December 24, 1905, informing me 
that the sum of $2000 had been granted to help defray the 
expenses incurred by me in repairing and improving the 
Legation and grounds. 

On the 19th instant I drew upon the Secretary of State 
for that amount, as directed, and beg to enclose herewith 
a statement of my account , with vouchers, to support the 


draft. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


tee 
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Enclosure: 


Statement of account for repairs, with vouchers. 
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Washington. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs has intimated 
to the Russian Minister that an answer to the Japanese 
Note Verbale of January 16th is now about due. 

GRISCOHK, 


phered by C,C'g Office, January 27, 1904, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHE 
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: January 27, 1904. 
Received 10 A. M. 


RT) RELA 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. - 
ee ty / 


Ww - 
After some argument Japanese Government now asks deposit 


of two hundred thousand yen from each foreign life insurance 


lll 


company as a final fixed deposit. 


an} 
Minister for Foreign Affairs asks @arly reply. 


GRISCOM 


the Chief Clerk's Office, 10.50 A. MM. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER, | JAN 28 joo, 


ee 


Rifpr, 
Prom TOKIO, 


\ 
January 28, 1904, ~ 


Received 9:36 a, m. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


January 28, 1904, 5 pe. m. 


In reply to an inquiry of the Japanese 
Minister Count Lamsdorf stated that a decision 
in regard to an answer to the Japanese Note Verbale 
of January 16th would be made to-day at a council 
in the presence of the Czar, and that he would 


endeavor to expedite the answer. 


GRISCO MK, 


yhered by ©.C*'s Office, January 28, 1904. 9:55 
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Grom TOKIO, 
January 29, 1904, 


Received 3:55 a. mM. 


Secretary of State, ' 


Washington. < 


The British Minister has received from pre 


St. Petersburg a report which he considers reliable ') 
that the Russian reply will be sent tomorrow, and 
will concede all the Japanese demands. 


GRIS&CO MM. 


phered by €©.C's Office, January 29, 1904. 9:50 


a 
UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


FEB 20 1904 


IDiPLOMA ia, 


The Russia-Japan political situation;- Cone 


firming telegrams of January 23,27, 28,afd 29;- 


Russian answer expected to-morrow and reported 


to contain all concessions necessary to avoid 


war, 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOK _ 


January 29, 1904, 


To the Honorable John May, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: 


I have the honor to confirm, as appended hereto, teie- 


grams sent by this Legation to you on the 23, 27, 28 and 
29 instant, respectively, in relation to the general polite 
ical situation, 

Since my report to you dated January 21 there has been 
little or no development in the situation here except that 
every additional day's waiting for the Russian reply has 
further increased the public excitement and strained the 
patience of the Japanese nation almost to the breaking 
point, On the 25th instant the Japanese Minister at St. 
Petersburg, under instructions from his Government, told 
Count Lamsdorf that it was hoped a reply to the Japanese 
note verbale of the 16th instant would soon be forthcoming 
as any delay at this period in the negotiations would prob- 
ably produce a very dangerous situation, Count Lamsdorf 
replied that a decision would be reached on the 28th in- 
stant at a Council to be held in the presence of the Czar 
and he added that he would do his best to cause a reply to 
be sent to Tokyo without any delay. This information was 
given me by the Minister for Foreign Affairs in an inter- 
vier held yesterday. Since then the British Minister, Sir 
Claude MacDonald , has received a telegram from the British 
Ambassador in St. Petersburg wherein it is stated that the 
reply will be sent from there to-morrow and that the Rus- 
sian Government will make all concessions necessary to a- 
void a war. Sir Claude was disposed to consider the in- 


formation 


formation as very reliable so I deemed it of sufficient 
importance to telegraph to you, 

There is a strong rumor current in Tokyo that one of 
the most powerful of the Japanese battleships yesterday 
struck her bottom on a rock and suffered sufficient damage 
to necessitate dry-docking for at least two weeks. This 
is the sole item of news here of any interest up to the 
closing of this mail, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Lis pathure Ci - 


Enclosure: 


Readings of telegrams as noted, 
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Telegram sent January 25, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 

Confidential. The political situation here continues 
without particular development, everything now depending 
on decision at St. Petersburg. Such reports as have reach— 
ed here indicate that the Czar is now under®*the influence 
of the peace party. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
asked me to tell him what the American Ambassador at 5te 
Petersburg reports. 


Griscom. 


Telegram sent January 27, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 


Minister for’ Foreign Affairs has intimated to the 


Russian Minister that an answer to the Japanese note ver- 
bale of January ABixteenth is now about due, 


Griscom, 
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Telegram sent, January 28, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington, 

Twenty-eighth January, five P.M.. In reply to an 
inquiry of the Japanese Minister,Count Lamsdorf stated 
that a decision in regard to an answer to the Japanese 
note verbale of January sixteenth would be made to-day at 
a council in the presence of the Czar and that he would 
endeavor to expedite the answer, 


Griscom, 


Telegram sent, January 29, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

The British Minister has received from St. Petersburg 
a report which he considers reliable that the Russian reply 
will be sent to-morrow and will concede ail the Japanese 
demands, 


Griscom, 
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UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


- 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject: 
Red Cross Society of Japan. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY,| 


FEB 20 1904 


29, 1904, 


A a cage see 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


wo. 4/ January 29, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the réceipt on the 22 
instant of your telegraphic instruction reading as follows: 
"Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 

"UVail as soon as possible comprehensive report on Jape 
"anese Red Cross organization. | 

"Loomis, Acting." 
In compliance with your instruction I send herewith 
oil enclosed a report prepared by Mr. Wilson, Secretary of this 
legation, which presents a summary of all the information 
obtainable in relation to the Red Cross Society jot Japane 

I also transmit under separate cover four printed 
pamphlets about the organization and work of the Society. 

I transmit duplicates of two of the pamphlets, »but regret 
to say that it is impossible at present to obtain more 
copies of the remaining two. 

I have endeavored to ascertain from the Government and 
the Society how they would view offers of assistance from 
foreign organizations; but there seems to be a disinclina- 
tion to give any very definite opinion on this subject. 
However, in reply to inquiries the MinYster of War gave 
the Legation to understand that in case of such offers, in 
the event of a war, the matter would have to be carefully 
considered by his Department at the time. He gave it as 
his personal opinion that , if additional hospital person- 
nel were needed, the assistance of a foreign organization 


might perhaps be acceptable. He thought difficulties 


would arise from the difference of language, and he men- 
tioned 


¢€ 
a. 


tioned also the fact that the Japanese Red Cross nurses 
work under military orders in Army hospitals. 

If Japan should go to war the Japanese Red Cross Sociew 
ty wishes at once to put all their own personnel to work. 
Later on, if_the number of sick and wounded became too 
great for them to attend to alone, they would probably wel- 
come the co-operation of a foreign organization. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


losure: 
Report on the Red Cross Society of Japan. 


er separate cover: 
La Croix-Rouge en Extreme-Orient, 2 copies “47 dn hears 


The Red Cross Society of Japan,--Articles of Association, 
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Le Service de Secours dé la Societe de la Croix-Rouge du 
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Japon (1900-1901), 1 copy (fy om Aad 
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Le Service de Secours de la Societe de la Croix-Rouge du 
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REPORT ON THE RED CROSS SOCIETY OF JAPAN 


by Huntington Wilson, 


REPORT ON THE RED CROSS SOCIETY OF JAPAN 


The Red Cross Society of Japan is incorporated as a 
juridical person under the Civil Code of the Empire. It 
is under the special patronage of Their Majesties the Emper- 
or and the Empress; and has as its honorary president a 
Prince of the Imperial Family, who is accustomed to take 
an active part in promoting its interests, 

The Society is governed by a President, two Vice pres- 
idents, three Supervisors, ten Managers, and a Standing 
C6éuncil of thirty. The Standing Council is elected at a 
general meeting from among the members resident in Tokio. 
The Managers are elected by the Standing Council from 
among the members of that body, and three of the Managers 
are chosen for the offices of President and Vice Presidents, 
The three Supervisors are elected by a general meeting from 
amongst the members of the Society. Thus the total number 
of these officers, in addition to the Honorary President, 
is thirty-three, These officers are honorary, and the 
names of those who are chosen to fill them are submitted 
for approval to the Emperor. The term of office is three 
years, provided, however, that the incumbents are not to 
be changed during war time, In time of war, or other 


emergency, the Standing Council may be made an Extraordin- 


ary Council by the addition of temporary councillors from 
among the members of the Society, 

The President convenes the Standing Council once a 
month to decide questions as to the more important of the 
Society's affairs, The President directs the general 
business of the Society, appoints commissioners, engages 
employes, and presides at the general meetings and at the 
meetings of the Standing Council, An ordinary general 

meeting 
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meeting is held once every year, 

The membership of the Red Cross Society of Sadan now 
numbers 894,814, There are three classes of members, 
namely;- Honorary Members, who are practically confined to 
the Imperial Family; Special Members, who are those who 
have rendered very great service to the Society or have 
donated not less than Yen 200,‘;.and who are therefor not 
called upon to pay the annual subscriptions; and Regular 
Members, who are those who make an annual subscription of 
from 3 to 12 Yen, or who have made a single subscription 
of at least 25 Yen, The annual subscriptions are due 
during ten years. The members of each class receive dis- 
tinctive medals; and there is also a special medal for 
meritorious service, All these medals are established 
under Imperial sanction, and they are conferred ceremoni- 
ously, after the names of those who are to receive them 
have been submitted ba the Emperor, They are worn on the 
same footing as decorations, 

In addition to their main offices and their admirable 
hospital in Tokio, the Red Cross Society is establishing 
branches throughout the Empire. There are already forty- 
eight branches in the Provinces, and three provincial hos- 
pitals are projected, The regulation of the branches is 
in the hands of the Standing Council, In the Provinces, 
the Provincial Governors are the chiefs of the local sec- 
tions, the Sub-Prefects are the chairmen of the local... 
committees, and the Mayors are the chairmen of the district 
committees, The cordial support of the Government has 
enabled the Society thus to make use of the Government . . 
machinery for the completion of its organization, This 
fact has been a ggpeat factor in the rapid growth, the pres- 
tige, and the effectual building up of the Society, 

As will have been seen, the Standing Council actually 


comptes 
de 
governs _ , 
ah + 
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governs, The Society's acts, however, are subject to the 
approval of three of the Cabinet Ministers, They are 
subject to the a=proval of the Minister of the Imperial 
Household, in order that they may conform to the wishes 

of the Society's Imperial patrons; and they must be passed 
upon by the Ministers of War, and sometimes of the Navy, 

in order that they may be consistent with the needs of the 
public service, Practically, the work of the Society has 


jo 
hardly come within the purview of the Navy Department. 


Two noteworthy points about the Japanese Red Cross or- 
ganization are its very high degree of centralization, and 
its close relations with and willing and unquestioning 
subjection of all matters of policy to the views of the 
Government Departments with which it collaborates, 

The military control over the Society is exercised 
by the Surgeon General of the Army, To render this effect 
ive a staff officer and an army surgeon are detailed as 
military councillors of the Society, By such arrangements 
the proper spheres of the official medical corps and of 
that of the Society are clearly demarked, homogeneity of 
methods and materials is secured, and a good understanding 
and harmonious co-operation are vouchsafed, 

The hospital service within the fighting lines it is 
aimed to confine to the military medical corps, The 
Society's work proper begins within the Japanese lines, 
and includes assistance in the conveyance of the wounded 
from the seat of war back to hospitals in the rear and to 
the hospitals established in Japan, as well as work in 
those hospitals, 

To bring the preparations of the Red Cross Society of 
Japan into line with the needs of the Army, at the end of 
the year 1898 the Ministry of War issued regulations, after 
consultation with the Society, based upon the experiences 
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of the China-Japan War of 1894-1895 and upon exhaustive 
studies of the subject. The Society's efforts of the last 


few years have been directed by those fegulations, 


By ‘the provisions of the regulations, in time of war 
the President of the Society is represented by a Delegate 
General to the General Staff, He is under the authority 
of the Inspector General of the line of communications, and 
he receives his instructions from the Surgeon General in 
the Field, If the President see fit, he may attend in- 
stead of sending his Delegate General, Below thw Delegate 
General is the grade of chief delegate. A chief delegate 
is under the authority of the headquarters of the line of 
communications, and receives his orders from the inspecting 
officer of the line of communications, His work is direct- 
ed by the chief medical officer of the line of communica- 
tions, There are ordinary delegates to preside over and 
control the surgeons and personnel of the Society's detach- 
ments on duty. In the absence of such a delegate the sen- 
ior Red Cross surgeon presant fills the position, The 
ordinary delegates are under the competent local military 
authority, and receive their orders from the competent med- 
ical officers of the Army, All the delegates report to the 
President of the Society. 

The geographical position of Japan makes preparations 
necessary for the withdrawal of the sick and wounded over 
bad roads and by sea transport. 

To meet these needs the Society are looking to the 
provision of hospital land transport companies yp to the 
number of twenty-six, which would be two per division of 
the Army, One company, who could carry to the rear thirty 
wounded, would consist of 131 men, divided as follows:-- 

1 surgeon, 1 delegate, 1 secretary, 2 chief sitententee 


| 3 
term attendant refers to male nurses. Nurses refers to women, 
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3 attendants, 3 chief porters, and 120 porters, Owing to 
the bad roads in the Par East, the estimate is based on 
the idea of carrying the wounded by hand in bamboo litters, 

For sea transport the Society has at its disposition 
two specially built hospital ships, the Hakuai maru’and . 
the Kosat maru. The Society paid for the construction of 
these ships and sold them to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha ( Jap- 
an Steamship Company) to be used in time of peace as mer- 
chant vessels, The Company pay the Society by partial 
payments during twenty years, without interest, At the 
end of that period the Society is to build three new hospi- 
tal ships with the funds accumulated by these payments and 
the interest accrued, In taking over the ships in war 
time the Society agrees to pay the Company at the rate at 
which the Government pay in taking over the tonnage of the 
subsidized ines. The Company must be prepared to turn 
the ships over, ready for hospital service, at a week's 
notice, During such service the Company pay the ordinary 
expenses of navigation, These two ships are built to ac- 
commodate a little over two hundred sick or wounded each, 
The Society's personnel for a ship of this size is reckoned 
as follows:- 1 delegate, 1 chief surgeon, 3 surgeons, 1 
pharmacist, 2 secretaries, 2 assistant pharmacists, 4 chief 
attendants, 58 attendants, - a total of fifty-four. 

For convenient general co-operation with the army 
hospital service, the Society is prepared to send out small 
detachments suitable to assist in the military hospitals, 
in the transportation of the sick, et cetera, The organi- 
zation of one of these detachments consists of twenty-six 
persons, to wit;- 2 surgeons, 1 pharmacist, 1 secretary, 2 
chief attendants or head nurses, and 20 attendants or nurses 

To assist in providing for rest and refreshment along 


- the routes by which the sick and wounded would be withdrawn a 


from the front, the Society propose, in time of war, to 
place depots at the ports of embarkation and of debarkation 
and at railway stations where necessary, always subject to 
the approval of the military authorities, The funds for 
this purpose would be sought, so far as possible, from 
voluntary contributions, 

The Society has at its headquarters in Tokio its prin- 
cipal permanent stores, and keeps materials stored also at 
the local bresshes, But to supply personnel is the Socie- 
ty's great aim, and the supply of materials is left mainly 
to the arey. At such supply depots there would be l 
delegate, 1 pharmacist, and 2 secretaries, 

To carry out the vast work outlined above, the Red 
Cross Society of Japan now has enrolled on its lists 309 
surgeons, 69 pharmacists, 706 attendants, and 1,864 nurses, 
These are the reserves now at its command, 


At present the Society has a capital of Yen 8,418,018, 


Its revenue last year was Yen 2,965,244., of which Yen 


2,361,033, was received from members’ subscriptions. 

The personnel is obtained in the following manner, 

The reserve medical staff of the Society is recruited 
partly from among the practice and partly from the Medical 
College of the Imperial University. In the latter case 
certain students are trained especially with a view to the 
Red Cross service, part of the expense of their education 
being defveset. te the Society, The services of this class 
of surgeons are due the Society when called for during a 
period of ten years. The engagement of regular practi- 
tioners is for five years, During time of war all receive 
remmeration. A chief surgeon must have had instruction 
at least sufficient to qualify him for graduation under the 
Faculty of Medicine, The education of the other surgeéns 
must correspond at least to that of graduates of the medi- 


cal department of the high school, 

The reserve nurses of the Society are recruited in the 
following manner:--The candidates must first present the 
names of one or two persons to be referres to as their 
guarantors, and must serve in the Red Cross Hospital for 
two months on approval, They must then pass a physical 
and an easy mental examination, Candidates are to be un- 
married, of a certain height, of good moral character, be- 
tween the ages of eighteen and thirty, of an education 
equivalent to that given by the higher middle schools, et 
cerera, After the satisfaction of these conditions their 
training begins, For the theoretical part of their train- 
ing the Society has compiled a manual for their use with a 
view to uniformity in instruction, The training lasts 
three years, the first eighteen months being devoted to 
study, principally, and the last eighteen to practical work 
in the hospital, At the end of this period the student 
is enrolled on the reserve list as a nurse, These nurses 
are liable to service during fifteen years, During their 


training they live at the hospital, and receive a very 


small sum per month from the Society, They receive regulay 


wages, of course, when they are called out. At the expir- 
ation of the fifteen years they may be re-engaged, if they 
wish, and remain of the reserve up to the age of fifty. 
After the completion of their training as nurses they are 
at liberty to marry. 

Nurses are trained, also, at the local branches, In 
their case the training is got in local hospitals, public 
or private, or under the supervision of surgeons of the 
reserves Two years, instead of three, are devoted to | 
their training, and their liability to be called for service 
is for ten years only. 


The attendants qualify similarly to the nurses, as to 


guaranty, examinations, et cetera, Ten months only is the 
time alotted to their preparation. Of this five months 
are spent in theoretical work either at the Society's head- 
quarters or at one of the branches, and five months are 
spent doing practical work in one of the military hospi- 
tals. The attendants are paid a very small sum during 
their training and a trifle during the years of their en- 
gagement, which is for ten years and may be renewed up to 
the age of forty-five, When called for duty they of 
course receive regular Wages, 

Both nurses and attendants are called once a year 
either for a period of instruction not to exceed two weeks, 
or merely for inspection and review, They may also be 
suddenly summoned for manoeuvres, in which the Army occa- 
sionally arrange for Red Cross compagies to participate by 
way of practice, 

After the completion of their training some of the 
nurses are employed by the hospital; and the Society has a 
bureau to obtain employment for others of them who may de- 


sire to make nursing their profession, 


The pharmacists of the reserve are engaged, for a term 


of five years, from among the graduates pharmacists, simi- 


larly to the surgeons recruited among the practice, 

As for the porters for the transport service, a number 
of chief porters are trained in time of peace, The ordin- 
ary porters are to be engaged when necded and hastily ine 
structed in their dutied, 

There are a number of foreign mémubers of the Red Cross 
Society of Japan, but the working personnel is purely Jap- 
neon: The Government regulations before alluded to con- 
tain the restriction that no one no® a Japanese subject 
may belong to the personnel of the Society without the 
special authorization of the Minister of War, In the 


records — 


records of some of the Society's proceedings there is some 


very slight indication of an idea on its part to assist 

in the hospital work in the case of a war between thira 
powers, In the past the Japanese Society has confined 
“dtself to contributions, showing its sympathy with the work 
abroad, The Society has a distinguished Committee of 
Ladies, presided over by one of the Imperial Princesses, 
now numbering throughout the Empire 2645 members, Many 
of these ladies, in cluding some of the Princesses, have 
completed their studies in nursing. )In time of war the 
members of this Committee supply Sandages, visit hospitals, 
et cetera, 

The greatest work of the Committee of Ladies, however, 
has been in raising the position of the Red Cross nurses 
by making the dignity of their work appreciated, The 
traditional position of woman in Japan left a considerable 
prejudice to be: overcome in this respect, The patronage 
of the Empress and the co-operation of the Committee of 
Ladies have been the means of bringing about the good re- 
gults already achieved in this direction, Doubtless the 
services of nurses will stiil futther replace those of at- 
tendants in the military hospital service in time of war, 

During the China-Japan War, and during the expeditions 
following the Boxer outbreak in 1900, the Society did splen- 
did work and gained valuable experiente, 

In cases of public calamities such as severe earth- 
quakes, tidal waves, floods, fires, railway accidents, et 
cetera the Society of Japan always comes promptly to re- 
lieve the sufferers and does valuable service, Their or- 
ganization is also valuable to the Government in the carry- 
ing out of their admirable sanitary measures against epi- 
demics, 

The Red Cross Society of Japan was started in 1877, 

during 
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during the Civil War of Kagoshima, by the late Count Sano, 


Ten years later the Society was organized under its present 


name and was officially recognized by the International 


Committee, 

During the years from then until now the Society has 
by indefatiguable zeal and efforts reached its present 
flourishing position, strength, and efficiency, Today it 
actually has a membership equal to very approximately 2 
per cent, of the total population of Japan, 

In the Society's wonderful development the importance 
of the Imperial patronage has been enormous, The Imperial 
Household yearly contributes Yen 2500, to the Society. it 
also presented to the Society the land for its hospital, 
But far more than material assistance, the Empress's keen 
interest in the Society's progress, shown by her visits to 
the hospital and in many other ways, has served to bring 
the institution to its present flourishing state, 

It is notable that the spirit of the Red Cross Society 
of Japan is first of all patriotic, That spirit is epi- 
tomized in the idea of the debt of the people to their 
country and to her soldiers, 

At this date the Honorary President of the Society is 
H.I,H, Prince Kanin, the President i8 HE. Count Matsukata, 
H,I.H. Princess Komatsu is Honorary President, and the 
Marchioness Nabeshima is President of the Committee of 
Lesion -, S, Hirayama is General Secretary of the Socie— 
ty, and acts as corresponding secretary, 
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From Tekie, 
January 31, 1904. 
Received 1.40 P. M. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Confidential 
Japanese Minister at St. Petersburg reports that the Rus- 
sian answer will not be sent before next Tuesday, when another 


Imperial Goumeil will be held. The delay is straining the pati- 


ence of the Japanese Government lately almost to the breaking 


point ‘ 
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From Tokio, 


February 4, 1904. 
Received 1.46 P. M. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


February 4, 9 P. M. 
No answer has yet come from Russia. The Council of Minis- 
ters and Elder Statesmen has been holding long sessions yesterday 


and today. It seems evident some very important decision is 


s 


veing arrived at. 
The Poreign Office has made public an official telegram an- 


nouncing the departure of the Russian fleet from Port Arthur 
for unknown destination. 


GRISCOK 


\ the Chief Clerk's Office, 2.44 P, M. 


‘TELEGRAM 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Fevruary 5, 12 KM. 
‘confidential. 


It is doubtful whether even a favorable reply from Russia 
can now prevent war. The Japanese Government has evidently de- 
termined that it has waited longer than is reasonable and warlike 
oreparations are being rushed’ as if diplomatic relations might 


be broken off at any moment. 
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From Tokio , 


February 6, 1904. 
Received 5.25 P. M. 


A 
Secretary of State, .\ | 


Washington. 


February 6, 7 P. Me Confidential. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that the Japan- 
ese Minister at St. Petersburg has been instructed to present a 
note to the Russian Government terminating the negotiations, and 
to break off diplomatic relations, and at once withdraw the Le-= 


cation. YOe oN the full text of the note will be presented 
to you by the Japanese Minister at Washington, so I refrain from 


telegraphing it. Wo reply came from Russia. 


' @RIscoM 


the Chief Clerk 
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Received Feb.6, 1904, 4 34 ¢>w 
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‘cere tary of Wavy, . 


Washington. 

'ed.6s8 p.m. A 

sonfidential, 
nen informing me of the breaking off of diplomatic relations 
ne Minister for Foreign Agfairs stated that it would probably 
take two or three days to withdraw their Legation, after which 

leclaration of war will be made. Hostilities will not begin 

1 after the declaration. I had a lengthy interview with the 
‘ister for Poreign Affairs in which he recapitulated the whole 
nevotiations and asked me to call your attention again to the 
extreme patience and moderation of the attitude of the Japanese 
csovernment throughout .He declared that before terminating the 

-otiations they asked the Russian Government five times to 
expedite a reply. Af ter waiting three weeks no alternative re- 
uiained but to act without receiving a repw. For my private 
information he gave it as their best dnanian that the two flests 

+ numerically almost exactly equal but the Russians are without 
locking facilities. 
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Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


February 6, 12 M. 

It is reported on good authority that a part of the Japanese 
fleet sailed yesterday for Chemulpo convoying a brigade of 
troops to protect Japanese interests in Seoul. 

Yesterday seven divisions of the army were mobilized, and 
the reserves called to join the colors. 


The Russian fleet has returned to Port Arthur, 


GRISCOM 
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Grom OKr0, 
Received Feb. 7, 1904.5:55p.m. 
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secretary of State, Weeh ; 
Washington. pl 
The Russian Minister will leave on the 12th instant. 


GRISCOM, 
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Mr. Griscom to Mry Hay. 


Subject: 


Settlement of insurance question;—confirming telegrams. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


February 8, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to confirm my telegram of the 27th 
ultimo and the Department's received the 30th, relative to 
the conditions to be imposed upon the business of foreign 
life insurance companies in Japan, “The readings of those inw® 
telegrams are appended on the overleaf, ies 

The Japanese Government offered to withdraw its demand 
for the deposit of the reserves on all policies issued in 
Japan, as called for by Order No, 48, and to substitute in 
its stead a single deposit by each company of the sum of 
200,000, yen, This offer, reported in my telegram of Jan- 
vary 27th, represented the results of negotiations during 
about six months, 

The day after the above arrangement was proposed to me 
by the Foreign Office I sought an interview with the Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs when I took occasion to urge that 
the amount of the deposit be reduced, 

The proposed arrangement was then modified, In its 
final form it provides for the deposit of 150,000, yen, 
100,000, to be deposited on or before February 9, and the 
remaining 50,000, within six months after that date, 

On the 2nd instant the final offer was communicated by 
the Foreign Office to the Legation in the following, berms: 
"1) ##A petition should be presented by each of the 
"companies concerned for exeuption from the deposits equi- 
"valent to the legal reserve fund in consideration of a 

"single deposit of Y, 150,000, 


"2} It should be stated in the petition that of the 
"above 


Telegram sent, 
° January 27, 1904, 
? 
1 eee, Washington, 
¥ After much argument the Japanese Government now asks 
deposit of two hundred thousand yen from each foreign lif, 
insurance company as a final fixed deposit. Minister fo, 


Foreign Affairs asks an early reply. 


Griscom, 


Telegram received January 30, 1904, 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 

Ascertain from insurance companies amount of similar 
deposits required by other governments of foreign insu 
ance companies as a basis from which you can judge whether 
Japanese Government is exacting umreasonable deposit, f 
deposit perhaps could be made smaller at the beginning 
and increased with the increase of the companies' business 


in Japan so as to secure policy holders, 


Loomis, Acting, 


@2- 
"above-mentioned sum, 100,00 Yens shall be deposited within 
"a week i.e. on or before the 9th February ,1904, while the 
"balance i.e. Y, 50,000 shald be deposited within six months. 
"3)  ###Those who have not made deposits within the two 


"periods fixeg in the preceding paragraph shall not be al- 


"lowed to make any new contracts," 

The agents of the Equitable and the Mutual companies 
expressed themselves as entirely satisfied with this ar- 
rangement, The New York Life Insurance Company, it will 
be remembered; had already entered into a separate arrange- 
ment, 

The agent of the Equitable Company states that he is 
telegraphically directed to make the deposit on the part 
of his company and to resume their business in Japan, 

Mr, Betts, the agent of the Mutual Company, who had 
been most active in seeking a settlement of the question, 
and who seemed greatly pleased at the results, now informs 
me that his company have decided to withdraw from business 
in Japan, The reasons for this decision, under the cir- 
cumstances a surprising one, are unknown to the Legation, 

Throughout the. discussion of this question I have had 
frequent interviews with the representatives of the Ameri- 
can insurance companies, At each step they were invited 
to communicate their views to the Legation, and the issue 
finally brought about _by the negotiations has been entirely 
acceptable to the agents of the companies, 

Naturally, the question of the finality of this set-~- 
tlement has been raised, The officials of the bureau of 
the Department of Agriculture and Commerce who have charge 
of insurance matters have told the agent of the Equitable 
Company in very emphatic terms that the deposit is intended 
to be a final settlement of this matter for all time, 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs says that it is im- 
| possible 
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possible, in such a case, for him to bind future govern- 


ments by a formal engagement in writing, At the same 


time he has given me the strongest assurances that the Jap- 


anese Government regards this arrangement as permanent, 

Under the deposit order as originally promulgated the 
foreign life insurance companies would have ceased to do 
business in Jepan. Under the arrangement now effected 
they may remain upon the payment of a deposit which is 
reasonable and definite, They may be considered fortunate 
in the outcome and it is hoped that the result will be 
satisfactory to the Department, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


CIA 
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Secretary of State, | 
MAR 8 1004 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


“| 
. 


epartment of State. 


SE 


MAR & 1904 | 
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Subject:- The general political situation-- The negotia- 
tions between Japan and Russia terminated and 
diplomatic relations ruptured-- Naval and mili- 


tary movements begun, 


~ 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
, TOKYO. — 


wy 


SY 
February 8, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: 4 


IT have the honor to confirm my telegrams of January 


31, and of the 4,5,6,and 7 instant, copies of which are 
transmitted herewith, in relation to recent important poli- 
tical events, 

The telegrams recount the growing impatience of the 
Japanese Government and finally the breaking off of diplo- 
matic relations with Russia. I will not herein repeat the 
contents of the telegrams but will confine myself to re- 
porting a few points which throw some light on the situa- 
tion but were not deemed of sufficient importance to be 
telegraphed. From the time of my interview with Baron Ko- 
mura on the 28th ultimo, reported in my No. 40 of the 29th 
ultimo, until the afternoon of the 6th instant he denied 
himself to the foreign Ministers so that my information, 
however authentic, was entirely unofficial. In) fact noth- 
ing of importance took place in Tokyo until the Srd instant. 
Everything depended on the action or inaction of the Rus- 
sian Government, and consequently Tokyo was extremely quiet. 
As the days passed*and no reply came from Russia the strain 
on the Japanese Government became greater and greater. The 
opinion of the nation expressed itself forcibly in the pub- 
lic press, The call for war was long and loud and not a 
single dissenting voice was to be heard in a nation of for- 
ty million people. The feeling grew that Russia was need- 
lessly delaying a reply and taking advantage of the time 
to complete her military and naval preparations. The Jap- 
anese Minister in St. Petersburg reported that on five oc- 


casions 


casions he had called on Count Lamsdorff and asked informa- 
tion as to when the answer would come and urged that it be 
expedited. From Manchuria came reports of great activity 


among the Russian military contingents,- activity which 


seemed suspiciously like mobilization, Four or five Rus- 
sian regiments left for the Yalu and at the same time the 
whole Russian fleet sailed from Port Arthur for an unknown 
destination. Then it was that Japanese patience reached 
its limit. On the Srd instant an Imperial Council was 
called and a final decision was taken. According to my ine 
formation there was absolute unanimity. It was agreed 
that the time of waiting had gone beyond all reason and 
the moment for considering a reply from Russia had passed. 
The Elder Statesmen, the Cabinet and the maval and military 
authorities presented themselves to the Emperor on the fol- 
lowing day and their decision received his prompt sanction, 
Once the approval of the Emperor was obtained the Govern- 
ment acted with great celerity. The same afternoon the 
fleet sailed from the naval vert ot Sasebo where it had 
been lying in readiness, for a destination as yet unknown, 
Seven divisions of the army were mobilized and the reserves 
called out. And while the army and navy were active the 
other branches of the Government were not idle. Instruc- 
tions were sent from the Foreign Office to the Japanese 
Minister in St. Petersburg to present a note to the Russian 
Government, a copy of which is enclosed herewith, wherein 
the negotiations were terminated and the reasons for so do- 
ing were briefly set forth, At the same time he was in- 
structed to break off diplomatic relations and withdraw 
the Lemtion at once. On the 5th instant Count Lamsdorff 
informed Mr, Kurino that a reply to the Japanese note ver- 
bale had been drafted and was that day to be sent to the 
Viceroy 


Viceroy, Admiral Alexieff, for fim to alter as he saw fit 
and then to transmit to Tokyo. Count Lamsdorff stated that 
the note was concilatory but did not concede all the Japan- 
ese demands, This was sufficient to make clear to the Jap- 
anese Government that from their._point of view war was in- 
evitable. As I stated to you in my despatch of the 2lst 
ultimo, for some time the situation has been such that 
nothing could prevent war but a complete back down on the 
part of Russia. On the afternoon of the 6th instant Baron 
Komura sent for Baron Rosen, the Russian Minister, and in- 
formed him verbally of the decision to areal off diplomatic 
relations. It was not until to-day that a formal note was 
sent to Baron Rosen informing him that his mission was ter- 
minated. He is leaving Japan with his Legation by a French 
steamer sailing from Yokohama on the 12th instant. 
ediately after the interview with Baron Rosen,the 


ter for Foreign Affairs received me and explained me 


fu1dy he situation. He handed me a copy of the note to 


the Russian Government and at the same time recapitulated 
at length 6he history of the negotiations. As I reported 
to“you in my telegram, he asked me to call your attention 
anew to the patience which his Government had shown and to 
the moderation and unselfishness of its demands. He was 
deeply conscious of the difficulty of the struggle which 
his country was about to undertake but was hopeful of cours< 
of an outcome favorable to Japan. Im response to my in- 
quiry he informed me that their experts considered the navy 
of Japan and the navy of Russia in the Far East to be as 
nearly as possible equal in fighting strength. But he add- 
ed that the Russians are without docking facilities and in 
a second engagement would be at a disadvantage. 

The general impression among thé Japanese is that the 


war will last from two to three years, although this is of 
course mere speculation, I ment ion it to show that the 

Japanese are fully impressed with the difficulty of their 
task. A domestic loan of Yen 100,000,000 will be put out 


for popular subscription in the coumse of the next few days, 


I will have occasion to write more at length in regard to 
the Channeiad measures to carry on the war as soon as they 
are more definitely determined, 

It will be extremely difficult to obtain any accurate 
information as to naval and military matters from now on. 
Already strict secrecy is maintained and the law prohibite 
ing the publication of news bearing on such matters is be- 
ing rigidly enforced. The press despatches cabled from 
here to foreign newspapers are carefully censored, I will 
endeavor to the best of my ability to keep you informed but 
the sources of information are very limited. 

From unofficial but fairly reliable sources I learn 
that the general plan of operations is to bring on a sea 
fight at once and endeavor to destroy or capture the Rus- 
sian fleet. Until this is done it is hardly likely that 
any large movement will be made with troops. A few regi- 
ments have already been sent to Korea,- enough to take pos- 
session of Seoul and Masampo. There is no concealment made 
of the intention to make Korea into a Japanese province if 
Japanese arms are victorious. As to Manchuria the inten- 
tions are not quite so clear and it is quite probable that 
there is no very definite plan in view, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ff " 
Choe. f. Lhe SCCUA » 
Fnclosures: 


1. Readings of telegrams from 
Jan'y 31 to Feb’y7,1904 . 
2. Copy of note from the Japanese 
Minister at St. Petersburg to Count Lamsdorff, 


Ae! 


¥nclosure with Mr, Griscom's No. 7jof Feb'y 8, 1904, 


»Y 
¥, 


Telegram sent, 


4 
Tokio, January 31, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

Confidential. Japanese Minister at St. Petersburg 
reports that the Russian answer will not be sent before 
next Tuesday when another Imperial Council will be held, 
The delay is straining the patience of the Japanese Govern- 


ment almost to the breaking point, 


Griscom, 


Fnclosure with Mr, Griscom's No. %7of Feb'y 8, 1904, 


. Telegram sent, 


ek 


Tokio, February 4, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

February 4, 9P.M. . No answer has yet cuwe irun 
Russia. The Council of Ministers and Elder Statesmen has 
been holding long sessions yesterday and to-day. It seems 
evide.t some very important decisiuo: is veiug arrived at, 
The Foreign Office has made public an official telegram 
announcing the departure of the Russian fleet from Port 
Arthur for an unknown destination, 


Griscom, 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No.+3 of February 8, 1904, 


Telegram sent, 


Tokio, February 5, 1904, 


4 


Secstate, Washington, | 

February 5, 12 midnight. Confidential. It is 
doubtful whether even a favorable reply from Russia can now 
prevent war. The Japanese Government evidently has deter- 
mined that it has waited longer than is reasonable and war- 
like preparations are being rushed as if diplomatic rela- 
tions might be broken off at any moment, 


Griscom, 
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Enclosure with Mr, Griscom's No. ¥3 of February 8,1904, 


Telegram sent. 
Tokio, February 6, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

February 6, 12 noon, It is reported on good authore- 
ity that a part of the Japanese fleet sailed yesterday for 
Chemulpo convoying a brigade of troops to protect Japanese 
interests in Seoul. Yesterday séven divisions of the 
army were mobilized and the reserves called ewt to join 


the colors. The Russian fleet has returned to Port Arthur, 


Griscom, 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No. ?of February 8,1904, 


Telegram sent, 


Tokio, February 6, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

February 6th, 7 P.M. . Confidential. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs informs me that the Japanese Minister 
at St. Petersburg has been instructed to present a note to 
the Russian Government terminating the negotiations and to 


break off diplomatic relations and at once te withdraw the 


legation. The full text of the note will be presented to 


you by the Japanese Minister at Washington so I refrain 
from telegraphing it. No reply came from Russia, 


Griscom, 


Enclosuge with Mr, Griscom's No.4 of February 8, 1904, 


Telegram sent, 


Tokio, February 6, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 


February sixth, eight p.m. . Confédential. When ine 
forming me of the breaking off of diplomatic relations the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that it would probably 
take two or three days to withdraw their legation, after 
which a declaration of war will be made. Hostilities will 
not begin until after the declaration. I had a lengthy in- 
terview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs in which he 
recapitulated the whole negotiations and asked me to call 
your attention again to the extreme patience and modera- 
tion of the attitude of the Japanese Government throughout, 
He declared that before terminating the negotiations they 
asked the Russian Government five times to expedite a reply, 
After waiting three weeks no alternative remained but to 
act without receiving a reply. For my private information 
he gave it as their best opinion that the two fleets are . 
numerically almost exactly equal but the Russians are with- 
out docking facilities, 


Griscom, | 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No. 7S of February 8, 1904, 


Telegram sent, 


Tokio, February 7, 1904, 
Secstate, Washington, 
The Russian Minister will leave on the twelfth 
instant, 


Griscom, 


a2. 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No.43 of February 8, 1904, 
A ; 


Copy. 

Confidential. The following is the text of the note 
which the Japanese Minister to Russia has been instructed 
to astreee to Count Lamsdorff. 

" The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, has the 
honour, in pursuance of instructions from his Government 
to address to His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs of His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias the 
following communication: 

The Government of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan re- 
gard the independence and territorial integrity of the Em- 
pire of Corea as essential to their own repose and safety 


and they are consequently unable to view with indifference 


any action tending to render the position of Corea inse- 


cure, 

The successive rejections by the Imperial Russian Gove 
ernment by means of inadmissible amendments, of Japan's 
proposals respecting Corea, the adoption of which the Imper 
ial Government regarded as indispensable to assure the in- 
dependence and territorial integrity of the Corean Empire 
and to safeguard Japan's preponderating interests in the 
Peninsula, coupled with the successive refusals of the Im- 
perial Russian Government to enter into enangemente to re- \ 
spect China's territorial integrity in Manchuria which is | 
seriously menaced by their continued occupation of the | 
province, notwithstanding their treaty engagements with 
China and their repeated assurances to other Powers possess 


ing interests in those regions, have made it necessary for 


the Imperial Government seriously to consider what measures 


2 
of self-defence they are called upon to take, 

In the presence of delays which remain largely unex- 
plained and naval and military activities which it is dif- 
ficult to reconcile with entirely pacific aims, the Imper- 
ial Government have exercised in the depending negotiations 
a degree of forebearance which they believe affords abund- 
ant proof of their loyal desire to remove from their rele 
tions with the Imperial Russian Government every cause for 
future misunderstanding, But finding in their efforts no 
prospect of securing from the Imperial Russian Government 
an adhesion either to Japan's moderate and unselfish pro- 
posals or to any other proposals likely to establish a 
firm and enduring peace in the Extreme East, the Imperial 
Government have no other alternative than to terminate the 
present futile negotiations, 

In adopting that course the Imperial Government re- 
serve to themselves the right to take such independent eax: 
tion as they may deem best to consolidate and defend their 


menaced position, as well as to protect their established 


rights and legitimate interests," 


\ 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN 


ee 


Prom TOKIO, 


Received Peb. 9, 1904, 


Secretary of State, 


Cy, 
y yy 


Washington. | AY 


Fed. 9, 12:00 m. 
Four battalions of Japanese troops landed yesterday at 


cheimmlvo, There were two Russian war veesels in the port. 


joth Seoul gna Chemulpo are comparatively quict. 


; 
# 


GRISscOM, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIP 


ee 


Grom Tokio, 
February 9, 1904, 
Received 11.57 P. M. 


Secretary of State, 4 
Washington. vy : 


| 


FEB 11 1904 


February 9, 12 M. (7?) 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has given me a copy of an 
official telegram announcing the beginning of hostilities. A 
naval engagement was begun today at noon outside the harbor of 


Shemulpo. The Japanese squadron sank the Russian gunboat COREYTZ 


at four ten p. m., and overcame the cruiser VARIAG. The tele- 


gram alleges that the Russian gunboat brought on the hostilities 
by firing upon Japanese torpedo boats yesterday evening. 


GRISCOM 


¥ 


vc PY the Chief Clerk's Office, 9.45 A. M., 10th. 
: tg wee 


ae 
° 


CHIEF CLERK, 


: FEB ¢ 
| ELEGRAM RECEIVED. IN CIPHER. a 


ae 


Grom Tokio, 
February 10, 1904, 
Received 11.15 A. M. 


cretary of State, 

Washington. 

Japanese Consul at Chefoo reports that the entire Japanese 
fleet engaged the Russian fleet outside of Port. Arthur at 1l P.&. 
of the 8th instant. The Japanese fleet began to get the upper 
hand and the Russian ships endeavored to enter the harbor, 

At the entrance two Russian battleships were sunk by torpedoes. 
The Russian ships were outside the harbor and unable to enter. 
There is no report of any damage to the Japanese fleet. 

It is now known that no Japanese lives were lost in the en- 

gagement at Chemulpo. 


GRISCOX 


Deciphered by the Chief Clerk s Office, 11.32 P. M. 


ee ee 


aSS'STANT SECRETARY, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER SEB 15 1904 


ee 


| . Grom Tokvo St ae OE ee aaa 
: FER 75 1904 y ’ 


* 
February lo, 1904. git 
: 


Received 10:22 p.m. 


Sebruary tenth at nine pem. The official proclamation de- 
claring war against Russia will be proclaimed tonight. 


Griscom. 


ad t y 2 


FEB 15 1904 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN — 


oo 


‘Prom Tokyo, 


February 12, 1 


— 


Se im 
6 


ee 
* ; 


“CHIEF CLERK, 


FEB 131904 
IPHER. 


Nenartment of State. | 


isa 


-— 


Receivéd)8:15 P.M. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


> —s 


Gor 


904. 


ie 


February lith, 10 A.M. - I am officially informed of the 


declaration of war. The proclamation was issued late 


last night and is dated February 10th. 


GRISCO MH, 


ers 
‘SSSTANT SFePETARy 
‘TARY, 


CHIEF CLERK, 


—_—e 


7 FEB 15 1904 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CipH eo -9 ites 
| | OS Oe a Department of State. 


, eB TF 1904 ‘Prom Tokio, 
tery February 12, 1904. 


' 


Received 9.37 A. M. 


= 


sy 
WwW 


ne OM 
Secretary of State, 9 , pa ) 
Washington. Kt yi , 


Confidential. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that the Japanese 
Government will pay the American Trading Company's white whiskey 
claim at once, providing the latter will compromise on a reason- 
able sum. Please inform me the lowest sum acceptable. It is 


understood that in settling this claim no pranciple is conceded. 


GRISCOM 


Deciphered by the Chief Clerk's Office, 10.14 A. HM. 


Vif LU tiv . 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
| FEB 6 1904 
| : FEB 15 1904 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED iN CIPHER. 


> + 


eee 


‘Grom Tokio, 


February 13, 1904. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


The Japanese Government will not decide at once whether 
some officers of the United States Army will be permitted to ac- 
company the Japanese army in the field. I am inclined to think 
permission will ultimately be given. 

GRISCOM 


Deciphered by the Chief Clerk's Office, 4.56 P. M. 


SSISTANT SECRETARY, 


CHIEF CLERK, 


FEB 15 1904 
EIVED IN CipHeR.’&2 15104 
Department of State 


. 4a0\4 G - 
S¥OM TOKYO, 


». & Received Peb. 13, 5:35 p.m. 
‘ rg 


‘iy 

r " 
‘acretary of State:- L 
cae \ ) vat : ul | 


Feopruary 13, 5 p.m. addressed a note to the Minist er for 


a 


roreign Affairs embodying the instructions contained in your 
telecram of the 11th. instant. I am noW in receipt of a reply 
; follows: 

“In response to your note of the 12th. instant on the 
suoject of the neutrality of China during the existing war, I 
nex to say that the Imperial Government, sharing with the Gov— 
ernment of the United States in the fullest meamire the desire 
to avoid, as far as seein, any disturpance of the orderly 


condition of affairs now prevailing in China, are prepared to 


engage to respect the neutrality and administrative entity 


of China outside the regions occupied by Russia, so long as Russia, 


making a similar engagement fulfils: in good faith the terms and 


conditions of such engagement.* 


GRISCOM, 


February 15, 1904, 


ee 


- 


vir LUA ' iU 


wmAR 5S 1904. 


BUREAU | 


Wr. Griscom 


MAR 


irtmment oF State. 


om 


Subject: 
Desired permission for American officers to accompany 
Japanese Army. 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOKYO. on 


No £Y February 15, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm on the overleaf the De- 
partment's telegram received the llth instant and my reply 
sent the 13th, as to the desired permission for certain 
officers of the United States Army to accompany the Japan- 
ese forces in the field, 

Copies of my note to the Foreign Office on this sub- 
ject and the reply of Baron Komura are enclosed, 

The general question of foreign officers’ accompanying 
the Japanese Army is now under consideration, and a defin- 
ite answer to our request is delayed pending the result, 
Meanwhile, by bringing pressure to bear at the War Office 
through the Military Attaché of the Legation, I am endeav- 
oring to expedite a reply, which I hope will ultimately be 
favorable, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Llagaé ; Stintihes | 


1. Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, February 12, 


NMclosures: 


2, Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, February 13,--copies. 


Telegram received February 11, 1904, 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 

Endeavor to obtain permission of Japanese Government 
for following named officers to accompany Japanese Army 
in field:--Colonel Enoch H, Crowder, General Staff; Cap- 
tain John F, Morrison, Twentieth Infantry; Captain Peyton 
C,. March, General Staff; Captain John E, Kuhn, Engineer 


Corps. 


Hay. 


Telegram sent February 135, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 


The Japanese Government will not decide at once 


whether some officers of the United States Army will be 


permitted to accompany the Japanese Army in the fisld, 
I am inclined to think permission will ultimately be given, 


Griscom, 


josure No, / with Mr, Griscom's No./%, February 15, 1904, 
(Copy) 


No, 38. UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
Tokio, February 12, 1904, 


His Excellency Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc,., etc., etc. 
Vonsieur le Ministre, 

By direction of the Secretary of State I have the honor to 
request permission to accompany the Imperial Japanese Army in 
the field for the following named officers of the United States 
Army:--Colonel Enoch H, Crowder of the General Staff; Capatain 
John F, Morrison, 20th Infantry; Captain Peyton C. March of 
the General Staff; and Captain Joseph EB, Kuhn, of the Engineer 
Corps. os 
I take advantage of this opportunity to renew to Your Ex- 
cellency the assurances of my highest consideration, 


Signed: Lloyd C,. Griscom, 


r= ] 


losure No.2 with Mr. Griscom's No.Y¥, February 15, 1904, 


(Copy) 


No. 7. Translation, Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, February 13, 1904, 


His Excellency Lloyd C. Griscom, 

etc., etc., etc, 
¥Yonsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel- 
lency's note No,38 dated»the 12th instant requesting for Colonel 
Enoch H, Crowder of the General Staff and three other officers 
of the United States Army, permission to accompany the Imperial 
Army in the field, The Minister of War, to whom I have at once 
communicated the matter, informs me that although he is most 
willing to comply with your request and to extend as much facili- 
ties as possible in welcoming the Army officers of the United 
States whose warm friendship towards this Empire is specially 
manifested at this moment, but on account of consultations be- 
tween the competent authorities concerning foreign officers 
accompanying our Army, being still pending, he will be unable to 
give definite answer until the decision is arrived at, 

In assuring you that I shall not fail to communicate to you 
the definite answer of the War Minister as soon as it is receiv- 
ed, I take this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the 
assurances of my highest consideration, 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 
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UNITED STATES LEGATION, 


BUREAL, 


50... 


Mr, Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject: Calling attention to a mistake occurring in the 


Department's confirmation of the Legation's 


telegram of January @th,. 


February 18, 1904, 


The Hon, John Hag, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C, 


I have the honor to acknowledge your unnumbered 


despatch of the 15th ultimo, wherein you confirm my tele- 
gram of the §th ultimo. I would call attention to the 
fact that there are two errors in the Department's reading 
of my telegram which change very considerably its signifi- 
cance, and, therefore, would seem of sufficient importance 
to call for a correction, In the third paragraph of the 
Legation's telegram there is a sentence which reads as 
follows:"He wished particularly to call the attention of 

~ the United States Government to the provision excluding 
foreign settlements, which in his opinion practically in- 
validates the agreement offered by Russia not to impede 
in Manchuria the rights of foreign powers established by 
treaty”. In the Department's confirmation this sentence 
reads as follows:"He wished particularly to call the atten- 
tion of the ‘Imperial Government' to the provision exclud- 
ing foreign settlements, which in ‘my’ opinion practically 
invalidates the agreement offered by Russia not to impede 
in Manchuria the rights of foreign peers established by 
treaty". 

It will be noted how entirely is the meaning of 
the sentence changed by altering the words “Imperial 
Government" and "my" to "United States Government” and 
"his", #By this mistake I am made to appear to insert my 

personal 


personal opinion somewhat unnecessarily while recounting 
the opinions of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, I sin- 
cerely hope that the impression which this mistake may have 
causéd will be removed, and I would, therefore, respect- 
fully request that the matter be set right wherever the 
incorrect reading of my telegram could have caused a mis- 
understanding. 

I have carefully investigated the matter and 
have found that the mistake did not occur here, I have 


obtained from the telegraph bureau a certified copy of my 


cipher telegram, which I transmit herewith enclosed. From 
this it will be seen that the mistake must have occurred 
after the telegram was transmitted from Tokyo. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


your obedient servant, 


} 
Kp sdb friarene 
é 


Enclosures: — 
No. 1. Cerified copy of cipher telegram of January 
9th from Mr. Griscom to the Secretary of State. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS. 


(Forwarded Message Form.) 


Remarks 


Lt ox Cho iy ee 
vords ay Ziv, 
rds ra // 
a OL Time 0 o23 2a | 


| a ee 


if sl <——eree 


4 i 


,y 5 


L stati aed eta - 


ee 


60900 


Aeh tf ebiza eZ Ippar baie _yatlee hat Bld HO 9 bf 


$ br30? a2Zf bat38OF %E6bhY ArkstG 
MOP TE oF 6 : Lo ee 


Swexh  b3y/3 sypne sb 526 Bezeo 66123 
TSC ISA (O09 26 yL6GS PIOP A Syb4p 4/787 
COS ZAR S39 A 45068 S715 G8-wve S87 
TSMCY _—EmBISY SATIS” PAIS) 1690 CREE 


Sefoo Syeyd hfbyy «rthy «tad TOME 


, P } 
€ of pends — 


Address 


——-~ 


Be - ; 
A 76S~0 273 38— ietiinca's 
br10% ey Lh peak. aad & Saye 4/9 bb 


eee eee ———— 


: cee le them 37657 bs-We fad vt 32 6 b2s— 
oat Y bi Sb 328 Open a a . Ria 
a0 4ba3 beg Leds 2 a FS bee SSABS 1 
‘9h VLE? ae tecey bere (hens lb 5 0GE SG2g2 a 
AES he eee Sak a £525 3 : 359 pS 


Siquate re of Sender WN ee a yea shai . “— IS ane ee 


»sender, if to be telegraphed, should be written as the last word of the messige, otherwise the signature 


» certify the genuiness of the telegram, 


- 
> 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS. 


(Forwarded Message Form.) 


Remarks elegram 
Charges 


‘otal 


——_————— 
eed 


Space for tam ps 


Address 


LF BS 4G Zo 356> 3 
O¥°¥38S— S~ BAZAR £78 3 aS dale Abs 9 6b 


cicaile ergo 3 Whe if 4 SlO0 LS uw Fe 6 8S — 


ee 


sks SbIRE CPAs oe a re IST 2 
4443 bespy 42462 ‘2 yesese bipe0 SSB 


Bi etf  ceeybhe vie _ (bers 7 jie 150 SOA 2) 
sci a igp? tere 


Signature of Sender - phe ae oe a ie ve RPM Eon Og 
r address of the sender, if to be sdiaitiaieed: should be written as the last word of the mssuge, otherwise the signature | 


vul is required to certify the wenuiness of the telegram. 


— 
* 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS. 


(Forwarded Message orm.) 


A Ny NN 


Remarks Telegra: 


Charges 
otal 


ee - 


for Stamps 


& 9771 


A dd r@ss | 


— } 


———— ee ee eee 


A466 7 F880 byfoe SiH y aarb 
mae Spal Shy LE 2¢~ pehhe 


A TS, 


_SEEaEE Ss 
cee . fie | mt ct 
S~e Ss 3 O 2 ¢ SI PES PFS SSo DEAD 


oY ‘Ld BE LIBS ae es / OLLA S— V howls x Se 


(ate oes GEL JG 0 


ire of Sendo 


t to be telegraphed, should be written as the last word 


rwise the signature 
y the genni ness of ( he telegram, 


Ad di e283 “ 


A 


CO Ae 


V/ /28= ABE er ae, Yeas e 
S3b/k SEA GS 39S ZF / 7 7Es << 7erP 
i SoS. IF ISS eee, 2699. eR 


bo pa 2 SSA PS 4A 42 é en Ot. 
both Gab 2S 6. igo FSF O 
bs Li ML 25~O SIG RO GAMO = 4/2 O 


ee ae OS OT 


Signature of Sender . Ln Mi sg ROPE ae Biel ere teste 


leis iva’ : ; 
r address of the sender, if to be whisnasubiat should be written as the last word of the message, otherwise the siguature 
Lut is required to certify the genuiness of the telegram, 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS. 


(Forwarded Message lorm.) 


— en ee ee 
---~— — 


Remarks lelegram ics ais 
Charges : 
ge dae aaad 


Total 


ne 


ee 


Sy * tor Stamps 


A dd ress 


SIM SBI ZS. 
LiAy/ tae eres ee 
S225 G4 Apel pid ps  Eaaae 
SI TA LR AS OS A 


SSA 5 — 4A 42 é ease 
487 aan b SS 4$ G2 J SKC S BRATS 
L302b MLIS~O S3d20 GAIGO AB/2ZO 


~ ee ee 


Signature of Sender - a sebak 
eral. the taal. ; rey : } : 
r address of the sender, if to be tele: graphed, should be written as the last word of the mossage, olnerwise the siguature 


but is required to certify the genaincas of the telegram, 


, * 
> 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS. 


(Forwarded Message l’orm.) 


ESA OYPEE 2 2x - ok G3 EB 
ep hucripn. Jars b- Ig 3e CAI 
; STE Y 2wEy¥7 
ae eng AZ ER O 
COYAEC Saf? 22536 
kad i S9g38 bb 7S eed 
SO Bo2gL SG PER FAVYS” OYISR 


= 


72S 2 & aS” YF 
yo gre needs ef 
Sy 5 7b boge-0 aE GE bis bs 


er ~ 


Su qnature of Sender RSA TSS LOM ROE See 3 ae 


or address of the sender, if to be telegraphed, should be written as the last word of the mess9g otherwise the signature e. 
but is required to certify the genuiness of the telegram. ‘See 


® e 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS. 


(Forwarded Message Form.) 


Remarks l‘elegram 
Charges 


‘otal 


= ee ae — a . —— a a 


Space for Stamps 


4 
ogre eee d 


yb 7b 090-0 


POS ae ae “ai 


— 


Signature of Sender oe ce at 


rr address of the sender, if to be telegraphed, shonld be writien as the last word of the mesg otherwise the signature a 


ee A em men oe 


but is required to certify the genuiness of the telegram. 


enn tare ene a le 


29s aan TR Wi ual AEOP A 
UNITED STATES LEGATION, =.=, 2S CK ¥ ee. 
TOKYO. | 3" 


7. /- 


Secretafy of State 


Subject - Acknowledging the Department'® telegraphic in- 
struction in regard to expressing the desire of 
the Government of the United States that the 
neutrality of China be strictly observed by 
Japan and Russia - Confirming an interchange of 
telegramswith the Department and transmit ting 
copies of an exchange of Notes between the 


Legation and the Japanese Government, 


_ MELO UUATIC ALREAt 


a : . 
- 


UNITED STATES LEQATION, ... -“e& ¥ <2 
TOKYO. i geese 


Lee 


LVUine 


7,1904, 
é, 


MAR 8 1904 Secretafy of Sta; 


PIR EA ‘| MAR 9 1004 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay, 


Subject - Acknowledging the Department'®@ télegraphic in- 
struction in regard to expressing the desire of 
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UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


February 19,1904, 


The Hon. John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C, 


I have the honor to confirm, as per copies ap- 
pended hereto on the overleaf, your telegram of the 1@th 
instant and my reply thereto of the 13th instant, in rela- 
tion to the desire of the United States Government that 
the neutrality of China and her administrative entity 
shall be respected by both Japan and Russia during the war 
which is now taking place, 

In compliance with your instructions I sought an 
interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 


12th instant and handed him the Note as per copy enclosed 


Qo 
herewith, in which I embodied verbatim your telegraphic 


instructions, The Minister assured me that his Government 
was heartily in sympathy with all the ideas expmessed by 
you, and from the time when war became imminent, he had 
advised the Government of China to maintain a strict 
neutrality with a view of avoiding the very possible re- 
sultant evils which are so clearly pointed out by you. 

He informed me that Mr. Takahira had some two or three 
weeks ago been instructed to inform you of the views of 
the Japanese Government in this matter. I informed Baron 
Komura that as long ago as the 5th ultimo I reported to 
you his favorable expression of the desire of his Govern- 
ment that China should remain neutral, I then asked him 
if he would kindly give me as soon as possible a written 


reply to the Note which I addressed to him, 


Telegram received February ll, 1904, 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 


Tenth. You will express to the Minister for Foreign 


Affairs the earnest desire of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States that in the course of the military operations 
which have hegun between Russia and Japan the neutrality 
of China and in all practicable ways her administrative 
entity shall be respected by both parties and that the 
area of hostilities shall be localized and limitéd‘as 
much as possible so that undue excitement and disturbance 
of the Chinese people may be prevented and the least pos- 
sible loss to the commerce and peaceful intercourse of 


the world may be occasioned. 


Hay. 


Telegram sent February 15, 1904. 


Secstate, Washington. 


February 13, 6 P.M. I addressed a note to the Min- 


ister for Foreign Affairs embodying the instructions con- 


tained in your telegram of the eleventh instant. I am 

now in receipt of a reply as follows:-(Quote)"In response 
"to your note of the twelfth instant on the subject of the 
"neutrality of China during the existing war I beg to say 
"that the Imperial Goverment, sharing with the Government 
"of the United States in the fullest measure the desire 


"to avoid as far as possible any disturbance of the order- 


"ly and peaceful condition of affairs now preVailing in 
"China, are prepared to engage to respect the neutrality 
"and adniniotrative entity of China outside the regions 
"occupied by Russia so long as Russia, making a similar 
"engagement, fulfills in good faith the terms and condi- 


"tions of such engagement"(end of quotation). Griscon. 


On the following day, the 13th instant, I received 


Baron Komura's reply, a copy of which I enclose herewith, 


and I at once transmitted the contents thereof to you by 
telegram, 

There can be no doubt but what the Japanese 
Government is in entire and sincere sympathy with the 
views of the Department in this matter, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 
No, 1. Note from Mr. Griscom to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 


No. 2. Note from the Foreign Affairs to Mr, Griscom, 


sosure No. / with Mr. Griscom's No. 4S, February 15, 1904. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
Tokio, February 12, 1904. 


“is Excellency Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc., etc., etc. 
Yonsieur le Ministre, 

In compliance with telegraphic instructions from the Secre- 
tary of State I have the honor to express to Your Excellency the 
earnest desire of the Government of the United States that in 
the course of the military operations which have begun betweén 
Japan and Russia the neutrality of China and, in all practical 
ways, her administrative entity shall be respected by both parties 
and that the area of hostilities shall be localized and limited 
as much as possible, so that undue excitement and disturbance of 
the Chinese people may be prevented and the least possible loss 
to the commerce and peaceful intercourse of the world may be 
occasioned. 


T avail ete. 


Signed: Lloyd C. Griscom. 


osure No.2 with Mr. Griscom's No. 7S, February 15, 1904. 


(Copy) 


“ 


Wo. 6. Translation. Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Tokio, February 15, 1904. 


Fis Excellency 

Lloyd C. Griscon, 

etc., etc., 
Yonsieur le Ministre, 

In response to the note which Your Excellency did me the 
honour to address to me on the 12th inst. on the subject of the 
neutrality of China during the existing war, I beg to say that 
the Imperial Government, sharing with the Government of the 
United States in the fullest measure the desire to avoid as far 
as possible any disturbanve of the orderly and peaceful condie 
tion of affairs now prevailing in China, are prepared to engage 
to respect the neutrality and administrative entity of China 
outside the regions occupied by Russia, so long as Russia, mak- 
ing a similar engagement, fulfills in good faith the terms and 
conditions of such engagement. 


I avail etc. 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject: 


Lewis and Clarke Centennial Exposition, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


February 15, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


Department's instruction of the 8th ultimo enclosing the 
Lewis and Clarke Centennial Exposition Management's invi- 
tation to the Imperial Japanese Government to participate 
in the exposition to be held at Portland, Oregon, in 1905, 

In compliance with this instruction the Legation has 
delivered to the Foreign Office the invitation and accom- 
panying printed matter, at the same time informally assur- 
ing them of the interest felt by our Government in the suc- 
cess of the enterprise. 

The Foreign Office promised to consider the matter, 
It will be remembered that the attention of the Japanese 
Government had previously been called to this exposition 
on several occasions, as reported in the Legation's dis- 
patch of October 19th, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


’ 
Vf 
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UNITED STATES LEGA 
/ TOKYO. 


February 18,1904, 


No.4 


Confidential. 
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Subject - Confirming telegrams in relation to the out- 
break of war, and report of the first military 
and naval movements and the general political 


situation, 
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UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


Confidential, 


‘> 


No. #4 February 18,1904. 


The Hon, John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to confirm telegrams in regard 
to the outbreak of war which were sent by this Legation 
on the 9th, 10th and llth instants respectively, copies 
of which are appended hereto, 

The Japanese Government did not wait for a formal 
declaration of war before beginning hostilities, In fact, 
within a few hours after it had been determined to break 
off diplomatic relations, the Japanese fleet started from 
the naval port of Sasebo, convoying four battalions of 
troops in transports. A part of this fleet entered the 
harbor of Chemulpo on the evening of February 8th, where 
the transports were landed, In that port were found the 
Russion cruiser Varyag and the gunboat Coreetz, and a 
Russian transport the Sungari, It is alleged that the 
Coreetz met the Japanese fleet outside the harbor and 
fired on one of the torpedo boats, If thig be true, the 
first hostile shot was fired by the Russians, The fol- 
lowing day the Japanese Admiral invited the two Russian 
ships to withdraw from the harbor in order to avoid a con- 
flict in the port itself, Once outside the harbor an 
engagement took place which resulted in the sinking of 
both Russian vessels. «Meanwhile, the main Japanese fleet 
proceeded to Port Arthur and made a midnight attack in 
that place on the 8th instant. The official Japanese 
reports indicated that as a result of the attack ,two 
Russian battleships, the Retvizan and the Czarewitch, and 


one cruiser were sunk in the mouth of the harbor, Later 
reports indicate, however, that though badly damaged, it 
was found possible to tow them inside the harbor where 
efforts were ‘it once begun to repair them, The Japanese 
fleet withdrew after having suffered some injury, but with 
its fighting capacity in no way diminished. They have 
taken up a base of operation at a point not far from Port 
Arthur, but whose exact location is undisclosed, At 
about 9 o'clock, on the evening of the 10th instant, the 
official proclamation declaring war against Russia was for- 
mally proclaimed, A copy of this proclamation is being 
transmitted to you under another cover, in company with a 
number of other proclamations dealing with the outbreak 
of the war, I am informed that from between the 10th to 
the 14th instants a storm was raging in the vicinity of 
Port Arthur, and prevented the Japanese fleet from making 
another attack with any possibility of success, On the 
14th instant two Japanese torpedo boats moved close into 
Port Arthur and fired three torpedoes, one of which struck 
one of the smaller Russian cruisers, The amount of damage | 
inflicted was not evident. 

All the Russian fleet in the Far East seems to 
be concentrated in Port Arthur, with the exception of four 
cruisers, the Gromoboi, the Rossia, the Rurik and the 
Bogatyr. This small fleet made a descent upon the coast 
of Northern Japan and sunk a small Japanese coastwise 
trading vessel, named the Nakanoura Maru on the lith instant. 
The Japanese version of the affair gives it that the Russian 
cruiser began firing at once on the Japanese boat without 


giving it an opportunity to surrender, This alleged 


breach of the ordinary rules of maritime warfare has ex- 


cited 


cited a great deal of feeling in Japan, It was stated 
at the Navy Department that reprisals would be made by 
dealing as severely as possible with the Russian merchant 
vessels when brought before Japanese Prize Courts, 

About four days ago, the first division ofthe 
Japanese army, numbering some 20,000 men, was embarked 
from Moji, and has now been landed at Chemulpo, It is 
due to arrive in Seoul tomorrow, Including the troops 
which have been previously transported, there are now 
probably between 25,000 and 30,000 Japanese soldiers in 
Korea, prepared to resist any Russian invasion, In a con- 
versation which I had with the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
today, he informed me that as yet the Russian troops have 
not crossed the Yau River, but are concentrated in large 
numbers in the neighnorhood of Antung,. 

The Japanese nation has entered upon this war 
with great enthusiasm and with a unanimity that is well 
worthy of remark. The people are prepared for the most 
heroic sacrifices in order to meet the cost of the war, 
The Government announced the issue of Yen 100,000,000, . 
worth of war loan bonds, and it was all subscribed at 


once, The Emperor has sent to the mint the Imperial 


household treasures in the shape of old coins, bullion, 


jewelry, etc., as a contribution to the war fund, The 
public press is exhorting the people to follow this example 
and there is every indication that the movement will assume 
very large proportions, Outwardly, the nation seems but 
little moved, and business proceeds uninterrupted, and 
trade flows in its ordinary channels, There is comparative- 
ly little seen of war movement, which is probably accounted 
for by the fact that all preparations had been completed 
before the outbreak of the war. 

A student of military and naval affairs may learn 

much 


much from observation of the absolute preparedness of the 
Japanese army and navy on this occasion. The most rigid 
secrecy was observed in official circles, and to this as 
much as anything else was due perhaps the Japanese success 
in striking the first bldéw. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


your ohedient servant, 


Lf, 
a 


.. 


Telegram sent February 9, 


Secstate, Washington, 
February 9, 12 noon, Four battalions of Japanese troops 


landed yesterday at Chemulpo, There were two Russian war ves- 


sels still in the port, Both Seoul and Chemulpo are compara- 
oO 


tively quiet, 


Griscom, 


Telegram sent February 9, 


Secstate, Washington, 

February 9, 12 midnight. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
has given me a copy of an official telegram announcing the begin 
ning of hostilities, A naval engagement was begun today at 
noon outside the harbor of Chemulpo, The Japanese squadron 
sank the Russian gunboat Coreetz at four ten P, M,. and overcame 
the cruiser Veriag. The telegram alleges that the Russian gun- 
boat brought on the hostilities by firtmg upon Japanese torpedo 
boats yesterday evening, 


Griscom, 


Telegram sent February 10, 


Secstate, Washington, 

Japanese Consul at Chefoo reports that the entire Japanese 
fleet engageé@ the Russian fleet outside xi of Port Arthur at 
eleven P, M, of the. eighth instant. The Japanese fleet began 
to get the upper hand and the Russian ships endeavored to enter 
the harbor, At the entrance two Russian battle ships were 
sunk by torpedoes, The Russian ships were outside the harbor 
and unable to enter, There is no report of any damage to the 
Japanese fleet. It is now known that no Japanese lives were 
lost in the engagement at Chemulpo. 


Griscom 


Telegram sent February 10, 


Secstate, Washington, 


February 10, 9 P, M, The official proclamation declaring 


war against Russia will be proclaimed tonight, 


Griscom, 


Telegram sent February 11, 


Secstate, Washington, 

February 11, 10 A, M, I am officially informed of the de- 
claration of war, The proclamation was issued late last night 
and is dated February 10, 


Grisconm, 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr. Nay. 


Subject:- Transmitting translations of important Ordinances 


and Regulations relating to the state of war. 
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Department of State. 


eet 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


February 18, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith for the information 
of the Department translations of several important Ordinances 
and Regulations from the Official Gazette, relating to the state 


of war now existing in Japan. The translations include the 


following: 
Declaration of War 


Exemption of Russian Merchant Ships from Capture. 


Rules governing Contraband of War. 


Regulations for Press Correspondents,-with Army and Navy. 
Issue of Exchequer Bonds ( for war purposes). 
Strategical Sea Areas,- Tokyo Bay, Nakodate, Nagasaki and 
Kobe. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


tha A Li*>- _ 


Enclosures: 


As noted. 


DECLARATION OF WAR 


OFFICIAL TRANSLATION. 


The following is an official transla- 
tion of an Imperial Proclamation issued 
last night :— 

We, by the Grace of Heaven, Em- 
peror of Japan, seated on the Throne 
occupied by the same Dynasty from 
time immemorial, do hereby make Pro- 
clamation to all Our loyal and brave 
subjects as follows :— i 

We hereby declare war against Russia 
and We command Our Army and Navy 
to carry on hostilities against that Em- 
pre with all their strength, anl We 
also command all Our competent author- 
ities to make every effrt, in pursuance 
of their duties and in accordance with 
their powers, to attain the national aim 
with all the means withia the limits of 
the law of nations. 

We have always deemed it essential 
to international relations and maze it 
Our constant aim'to promote the pacific 
progress of our Empire in civilization, 
to strengthen our friendly ties with 
other States, and to establish a state of 
things which would maintain endur- 
ing peace in the Extreme East 
and assure the future security of 
Our Dominion without injury to the 
rights aud interests of other Powers. 
Our Competent Authorities have aleo 
performed their duties in obedience t» 
Our will, so that Our relations with the | 


Powers have beeu steadily growing in 
corliality. It was thas entirely agaiost | 
Our expectation that We have unbappily 
come to opem@Phostilities against Russia. 

The integrity of Korea is a matter of 
constant concern to this Empire, not 
only because of Our traditional rela- 
the separate existence of Korea is 


abject in view, Our Competent Authori- 
ties, by Our order, made proposals 
to ‘Russia, and frequent conferences 
were held during the course of six 
months. Russia, however, never maid 
such proposals in a spirit of conciliation, 
but hy her wanton delays put off the 


extending her naval and military pre- 
parations, sought to accomplish her 
own selfish designs. 

We can not in the least admit that 


jected the proposals of Our Government ; 
the safety of Korea is in danger ; the 


/\MPERIAL ORDINANCE’ neta. 

ING TO THE EXEMPTION OF | 

RUSSIAN MERCHANT SHIPS 
FROM CAPTURE. | 


By Imperial Ordinance No. 20, issued 
on the 9th inst., the rules relating to) 
the exemption of Russian merchant 
ships from capture were enacted and | 
put into force at once. : 


Art. I—Russian merchant ships 
which happen to be moored in any 
Japanese port at the time of the issue of 
the present rules may discharge or load 
their cargo and leave the country not 
later than February 16th. 


Art. If.—Russian merchant hit 
which have left Japan in accordance 
with the foregoing Article and which are 
provided with a special certificate from 
the Japanese authorities shall not be 
captured if they can prove that they 
are steaming back direct to the nearest 
Russian port, or a leased port, or to 
their original destination ; this measure 
shall, however, not apply in case such | 
Russian merchant ships have once 
touched at a Russian port or a leased 
port. 

Art. II1.—Russian steamers which 
may have left for a Japanese port be- 
fore February 16th, may enter our 
ports, discharge their at once, and 
leave the country. ‘The an steam- 
ers coming under the above category 
a be treated in accordance with Art, 


‘Art. IV.—Russian steamers carrying 
contraband of war of any kind what- 
ever shall be excluded from the above 


rules. 


“REGULATIONS FOR WAR \ 
CORRESPONDENTS. | 


Notification No. 3 of the War Depart- 
ment, issued on Wednesday, contains _ 


runs as follows :— : 


3 


Art. 1.— Newspaper correspondents | 
who wish to follow the Army are re- 
uired to make application to thé 

partment of War, together with a 
sketch of their antecedents and 


Regulations for war correspondents. It 


. 


gage one more servant w 


stances demand it; the procedure. of 


Art. 5.—The authorities, when they 
consider it necessary, may cause the 
selection of one person to act as joint 
correspondent for several newspapers. — 

At. 6.—In case any person is allowed’ 
to accompany the Japanese forces, an | 
official permit shall be given him. ‘ 

Art. 7.—The applicants allowed as 
stated above sball be attached to a 
“ Kot Shireibu” (Higher Commanding» 
Office). re 


ts shall elways. 
foreign lakes, and oo ate 2 


measuring about two inches in width, 
on which the name of the 


when asked, chow it - to-officers 


Art. 10.—Correspon tents shall al- 
ways observe the rules and orders to be 


q 


4 
the above | 


te nS 


Toxro, Sunpay, Fes. l4rn, 1904, 


Keg ISSUE OF WAR BONDS. \ 


The Official Gazette of the 13th inst. 
contains the regulations regarding the 
issue of the one hundred million yen 
loan. According to the regulations, the 
new bonds are classified into 50, 100, 
600, 1,000, and 5,000 yen, with in- 
terest of five per cent. per annum 
and redeemable in five years from 
the date of issue. The issue price 
is fixed at 95 yen yer 100 yen face 
value. The subscribers are requested 
to apply from March ist to the 10th of 
the same month, to the Bank of Japan, 
its branches, and other banks specially 
appointed by the Bank of Japan, pay- 
ing in two yen per 100 yen face value 
as security-money, the payments to be 
made in eight instal ments, ranging from 
ieee 21st to November 16th, 1904. 


ra 


j 


y CONTRABAND OF WAR. 


| 
| CORRECTED TRANSLATION. 


relating to Contraband of War pub- 

lished im our issue of the 11th inst. 

being incorrect in one or two instances, 

we print a corrected translation of the 

same as follows :— 

INSTRUCTION XO. 1 OF THE DEPART- 
MENT OF STATE FOR THE NAVY. 
It is hereby decided that the under- 


mentioned goods shall be regarded as 


contraband during the present war be- 
tween Japan and Russia :— 
1.—The following goods shall be 
treated as contraband of war in case 
they are going to pass through the 
enemy's territory or tn ene thep' dl 
destined for the enemy’s territory or his 
army pavy >— 
, ammunition, explosives and 
the riw materials thereof (including 


| lead, ealtpetre, sulphur, etc.) and ap- 


uniforms and equipment of military and 
naval men, armour plates, materials for 
of-war and other ships, and all other 
goods to be used solely for perpen of 


war. 


2.—The following goods shall be treat. 


are destined for the enemy’s army | or 
navy, or in. case, from the nature of the 
locality in the enemy’s territory to which 
they are bound, they may be considered 
to be intended for ee ae 
army or navy :— | 


Official Gazatte Feb.12. 


Regulations governing naval war correspondent. 


Avt.1 A mewspaper war correspon dent desirous to accompany the 
avy shall make application to the Naval Staff, Imperial Head- 
uarters, for permission. 

Att.2 A newspaper war correspondent shall obey all orders of 
e commanding officer of the fleet, which he accompanies. 

Art.3 Wo cormunications concerning war, shall be sent, until 
fter they have been examined by officers, nominated for the pure 
cose by the commandigg officer of the fleet, which he accompanies. 

Art.4 The commanding officer of the fleet may cancel the pere 
ission granted to a newspaper war correspondent. 

Art.5 Necessary regulations concerning the treatment of a 
ewspaper war corespondent shall be fixed by the commanding officer 
f the fleet. 

Art.6 A newspaper war correspondent shall wear European dress 
nd put on a low round shaped cap with a vwizor, and attach on his 
eft arm a strip (1 sun wide) of white woolen cloth with the 
haracters "...«..«+sePaper corespondent”" on it. 

Art.7 A newspaper correspondent shall always carry his permit 
entioned in Art.1 with him, and shall show it, when asked by Army 


rr Navy authorities. 


Official Gazatte Feb.12. 
Regulations governing naval war correspondent. 

Avy¢.1 A newspaper war correspon dent desirous to accompany the 
avy shall make application to the Naval Staff, Imperial Head- 
uarters, for permission. 

Att.2 A newspaper war correspondent shall obey all orders of 
e commanding officer of the fleet, which he accompanies. 

Art.3 Wo communications concerning war, shall be sent, until 
fter they have been examined by officers, nominated for the pure 
ose by the commandiag officer of the fleet, which he accompanies. 

Art.4 The commanding officer of the fleet may cancel the pere 
ssion granted to a newspaper war correspondent. 

Art.5 Necessary regulations concerning the treatment of a 
ewspaper war corespondent shall be fixed by the commanding officer 

the fleet. 

Art.6 A newspaper war correspondent shall wear European dress 
nd put on a low round shaped cap with a vizor, and attach on his 
eft arm a strip (1 sun wide) of white woolen cloth with the 
haracters "....s«+«sePaper corespondent" on it. 


Art.7 <A newspaper correspondent shall always carry his permit 


entioned in Art.1 with him, and shall show it, when asked by Army 


rr Navy authorities. 


Tranélation. 


Rules to be observed by vessels passing the Tokyo Bay, | 
Hakodate and Otaru Strategical Sea Areas. (Issued by the 
Vormander~in-Chief of the Yokosuka Naval Station). 


Tokyo Bay e 


Art. 1. Vessels passing in or out of Tokyo Ray shall stop their ‘ 


course before they arrive, the former, at the line connecting 
Chiyo-ga-saki on the south side of Uraga harbor and Kokuibo-hana 4 
of Awa Province, and the latter, at the line connecting Natsu- | 
Shima and the Sea Fort No. 2, and shall signal their names, 
make the following signals, and wait the arrival of the guide 
boat: 

le. Steamers shall hoist the signal "want pilot” and at 

the same time shall repeat whistles. 
2 Sailing vessels shall hoist the signal"want pilot” 
and blow signal horn. 

Art. 2. In response to the above signals the guide boat shall 
hoist the "response" flag of the international signal code. 

When any ves:el is to be allowed freedom of movement the 
guide boat shall haul down the "response" flag. 
Art. 3. §# The guide boat shall carry at its masthead the pilot | 
flag (white upper, red lower) of the special signals to be used | 
for British vessels as mentioned in the international signal 
code. 
Art. 4. In passing through the Area vessels shall not procecd 
at a speed of more than 5 knots. 
Art. 5. Wo vessels are allowed to cast anchor in any part of 
the Area, except in Uraga harbor. ae. 
Art. 6. Fishing and the taking of sea weeds within the Area 
are prohibited. 
Art. 7. When necessary passage of vessels may for a time 


prohibited within the Area. 

Art. 8. Vessels of less than 20 tons, gross, or of less than 

200 "koku", or boats or other craft solely or mainly propelled 

by oars, may traverse the Area without observing the provisions 

of Arte 1, subject to such restriction as may at any time be nec ‘ 
essary. a 


Art. 9. Vessels passing the Area at night in violation of Art. % 


7, shall do so at the risk of being fired upon by torpedo boats 


or patrol boats. 


N.3.- The regulations for the Strategical Sea Areas of Hakodate 


and of Otaru are practically the same as the above, 


Translation. 


Rules governing the Strategical Area at Nagasaki. 
( Issued by the Commander-in-Chief of Sasehbo ) 


Art. 1. Vessels which pass in, out of, or anékof in, the Stra- 
tegical Sea Area shall first stop at one of the two places mene 


tioned below, and shall receive from the guard vessel stationed 


for the purpose directions concerning their movements, beacons , 


signals etc ey» 

This rule shall not apply to vessels belonging to persons 
living on the coast of the Sea Area. 
Art. 2. The places where vessels are required to stop are: 

1. When entering the harbor, one mile north of Io-jima 

lighthouse. 
2. When leaving the harbor, one-half mile east of Taka- 
hokoj ima. 

Art. 3. The guard vessel shall be stationed near the two abovee | 
mentioned places, and shall carry at its masthead the national 
flag by day and two white lights abreast at night. 
Art. 4. The guide boat which shall pilot vessels passing the 
Area shall carry at its mashead the pilot flag (white upper, 
red lower) of special signals to be used for British vessels as 
given in the international signal code. 
Art. 5. Fishing and the taking 4f sea-weeds within the Area 
are forbidden, except with the permission of the Commander-in-e 
Chief of the Naval Station. 
Art. 6- The Sea Area is under the charge of the commanding ofe- 
ficer of the Nagasaki Mining Corps. 


r ‘ ad te" _ 
- age 


Translation. 
Rules governing the Ki-tan Strait Sea Areal Kobe ). 


Art. 1. Vessels passing the Ki-Tan Strait Strategical Sea Area 
shall hoist the national flag and signal their names given in 
the list of Mercharit Marine, and at night shall carry lights as 
required by the Rules of the Road. 

Art. 2. Vessels other than those belonging to the Navy or Army 
and those that have obtained permission in accordance with these 
regulations, are prohibéted from passing the Area. 

Art. 3. Vessels passing the Area shall stop at the Examination 
Station, and after examination and inspection by the guard vese 
gel, shall procedd, hoisting the signal required. 

Art. 4-6 When it is deemed unnecessary to examine any vessel 
and she is to be allowed freedom of movement, the guard vessel 
will signal the fact by hoisting the “Answering” and "A" signa 
of the international code, and at night by showing one blue 
light. 

Art. 5. Sailing vessels less than 20 tons, gross, or of less 
than 200 “koku® and other craft principally or solely propelled 
by oars need not stop at the Examining Station unless ordered 
to do 80-6 

Art. 6. Small vessels mentioned in the preceding article may 
fish within the Area by day,; but the guard vessel may prohibit 
them when necessary. 

Art. 7. Vessels passing the Area shall stop during rain or 
mist, when the landmarks cannot be seen, until the weather « ° 


clears. 


Art. 3. Vessels permitted to pass Ki-Tan Starit between sunset 


and sunrise must take the channel between Awaji and Oki-no~shima aa 


Art. 9. Vessels which are compelled to pass the Area at night 
shall apply to the Commander-in-Chief of the Kure Naval Station 
for a permit, stating the reason, certified by the local author- 


ities. 


Art. IO. The Examination Station is about 5 miles south of the Pe 


Oki-no-shima Lighthouse. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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: ‘From Tekio, 


q ; February 19, 1904. 
Ya Received 2:26 p.m. 
) Y 0 \& > + gees 
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ASSISTANT SECRCT..u:, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. OcT 1 1905 


The Japanese Govermment will permit four American 


Officers to accompany army, as requested. 


GRISCO XK. 


lieciphered by the Chief Clerk's Office, 


i) iJ 1A 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, WAR 18 1 
TOKYO. oa 


} py 
February 20, 1904, | 


Mr, Griscom to the Secretary of State, 


\ | A 
eg 
A Rd, ‘ | ‘ 
NY D ee ed! 
CHIEF CLERK, 


MAR 17 1904 


W 


¥ 


Department of State. 


Subject: 


Safety of foreigners at Fusan, 


| 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOKYO. nici 


February 20, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to transmit herewith enclosed a copy 
of a letter addressed by an Italian subject named D, Pe go 
rini, a customs inspector in the employ of the Korean Gov- 
ernment at Fusan, to the Italian Minister in Tokio, inform- 
ing him of recent occurrences in Fusan and alleging that 
the Japanese are assuming a violent attitude towards for- 
eigners, The Italian Minister, Mr. Melegari, furnished me 
with this information and at the same time wrote me a let- 

er, a copy and translation of which is enclosed herewith, 
stating that he and the German Minister, Count Arco Valley 
have brought the matter to the attention of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and would be glad to have me support 
their representations by similar action, 

In view of the fact that there are some twenty Ameri- 
can missionaries in Fusan and that they are unable to com- 
municate by telegraph with Mr, Allen in Seoul, I deemed it 
advisable to mention the matter informally to Baron Komura, 
In reply to my inquiries Baron Komura stated that ample 
measures were being taken to protect all foreigners in Fu- 
san, and th@ Japanese Consul had been instructed to use 
every effort to this end, An additional number of Japanes 
police are being sent to Fusan to be at the disposal of the 
Consul, 

In view of these precautions it seems hardly likely 
that the foreign residents at Fusan will be liable to any 

ill-treatment 


@2- 
ill-treatment other than that to which all non-combatants: 
near a scene of war are subjected, J 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ae)ru Alder 


nclosures: 
1, Mr, Pigorini to Mr, Melegari, February 8, 


2. Mr Melegari to Mr. Griscom, February 12,--with translation, 


Enclosure No./ with Mr, Griscom's No, » February 20, 1904, 


(Copy) 


aslation (from the Italian Legation), <i 
Cs 


Pusan, February 8th, 1904, 


Excellency, 

I beg to acquaint Y. E. with what follows: 

IT am here in Fusan as Customs Inspector in the Fusan Custom 
House, which is, as you know, depending from Mr, Leavy Brown, an 
English subject, under the service of the Corean Government, 
Things went on smoothly till the 6th instant when at 3 p.m, the 


Russian steamer “Mukden" was boarded in the Fusan Harbor by 


marines belonging to Japanése men-of-war and captured, This 


breach of the international law of neutrality needs not to be 
commented upon, I could do nothing but lodging a protest with 
the Japanese Consul there. On the evening of the same day the 
telegraph office being taken by the Japanese all communication 
with Seoul was rendered impossible from that moment, Moreover 
as there are no longer either mail or cargo steamers corres- 
pondence even by letter is out question, At the same time the 
Japanese assumed towards us foreigners a very violent attitude 
and last night a German by name Hereschel, a Customs Examiner, 
was assaulted by four Japanese armed with sticks, who inflicted 
nim serious wounds at his head, arms & legs, He was only: saved 
by the shouts of alarm of his wife, which caused the rascals to 
disperse, Anonymous letters & other hints cause me to fear for 
my life and for that of the other Europeans residing here (2 It- 
alians, about 10 British, 3 Germans, & about 20 American Mis- 
sionaries) especially in the case of Japanese troops meeting 


Yitn a defeat, 


‘ 
@2- 


I apply to your kind endeavors in order to have a foreign 


ruiser sent here since I cannot communicate with my Minister, 


, Monaco in Seoul, 

The bearer, a war correspondent of the Daily Mail, Mr, 
ingland, will supply you with further details, 
Your obedient servant, 


Signed: D, Pegorini, 


losure No.2 with Mr, Griscom's No,“- , February 20, 1904, 


(Copy) 


a 


Ra, Legazione d'Italia, Tokio, 
12 fevrier 1904, 


Mon cher Collégue, 

Je me permets de vous faire tenir ci-joint la traduction 
anglaise d'une lettre qui vient de m'etre adressée par mon com- 
patriote, Monsieur Pigorini, Chef de la Duane a Fusan, sur les 
gonditions peu rassurantes auxqueNles se trouvent reduits les 
residents etrangers de ce port, Hier le Comte Arco et moi nous 
nous sommes rendus au Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres pour 
recommander les dits residents a la protection des Autorités 
Japonais et il nous a eté promis que des ordres dans ce sens 
auraient ete donnés au Consul a Fusan, Nous serions maintenant 
bien heureux si de votre coté, dans l'interet de vos compatriote 
vous vouliex bien a l'occasion appuyer notre demarche de votre 
valable recommendation, 

Merci d'avance et croyeR, cher Collegue, a l'expression de 
mes sentiments de haute estime et amitié, 


Signed: G, Melegari, 


J'ai @crit dans le meme sens a notre collegue d'Angleterre. 


nslation, Italian Legation, Tokio, 


February 12, 1904, 


My dear Colleague, 


I take the liberty of sending you herewith enclosed the 


English translation of a letter which has just been addressed to 


me by my compatriot, Mr, Pigorini, Chief of the Customs at Fusan, 


in relation to the somewhat disquieting conditions in which the 
foreigners in that port find themselves reduced, Yesterday 
Count Arco and I went to the Foreign Office to commen@l the said 
residents to the protection of the Japanese authorities and it 
was promised us that orders to this effect would be given to the 
Consul at Fusan, We would now be very pleased if you, on your 
part, in the interest of your fellow citizens would see fit on 
this occasion to support our efforts with your valuable recom- 
mendations, 


Thanking you in anvance, etc, 


(Signed) G, Melegari,. 


I am writing in the same sense to our English colleague, 


— 


ari 


UIPLOMATIC BUREN 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 7 Mek dite 
TOKYO. | Mak pac 
meapesrsrce wk Cth 


- February 20, 1904, 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject: 


China's neutrality, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


Wo. 4% February 20, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to shied you herewith a copy given me 
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of an exchange of notes 
vetween the Chinese Legation and the Foreign Office here 
relative to the neutrality of China in the present war, 

In the Chinese note the resolve to maintain neutrality 
is dwelt upon, but the impossibility of its enforcement in 
places still occupied by foreign troops is pointed out, and 
China's sovereihty over the three Eastern Provinces is af- 
firmed, 

As will be seen, the Japanese reply states this Govern~ 
ment's position towards China's neutrality, assures the 
Chinese Government that property, Imperial tombs, et cetera 


will be respected by thé Japanese forces, and disclaims the 


intention to acquire territory at the expense of China or 


to impair her sovereignty, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


lage hasreace 
Enclosures 


The Chinese Minister to Baron Komura, February 15, and 


Baron Komura to the Chinese Minister, February 17, 1904, 


; Fe a SO eee ‘* oe rete 
¥ 


Entlonne dh M Cnicom: M4, library 2a 1poH 


(Copy) 


Note from the Chinese Minister to Japan 


addressed to Baron Komura Minister for 


Foreign Affairs dated February 13th, 1904, 


ee, 
4 


Japan and Russia have broken off their peaceful relations; 
but China being on friendly terms with the two countries, her 
Sovernment attaching gereat importance to the relations of good 
neighbourhood and in obedience to the Imperial.command, have 

taken steps for the observance of the rules of neutrality 

and ordered the authorities of each and all provinces to strict- 
ly observe them, The local Authorities have also been ins- 
tructed to keep tranquillity in their respective districts and 
to extend protection to the commercial and Christian population, 
Moukden and Hsing-king being the sites of the Imperial Mause- 
leums and palaces, the Governor General concerned has been 

given strict instructions to guard them with the greatest vigi- 
lance, The towns, villages and official buildings in the 
Three Fastern Provinces as well as the persons and properties 

of their inhabitants shall not be damaged or injured by the 

two belligerents, The Chinese troops stationed in those 
provinces shall not attack the troops of the belligerent coun- 
tries nor shall the latter be allowed to attack the former, 

A garrison has been despatched by the Peiyang Commissioner to 
such districts lying west of the Liao as were already evacuated 
by Russia, In the various provinces as well as in Outer 

and Inner Mongolia the rules of neutrality are to be carried 
out, so that troops of the two belligerents may not intrude 


+ 


‘nereupon; and in case they have crossed the boundary line 


(2) 
China will take the measures for repelling them, Sch steps 
on the part of China shall however not be taken as making a 
rupture in the friendly relations, 

In Manchuria, however, there are localities still in occu- 
pation by foreign troops and beyond the reach of the power of 
China, where the enforcement of the rules of neutrality will, 
it is feared, be impossible, The Three Eastern Provinces 


as well as the right@s pertaining thereto shall remain under 


China’s sovereignty whichever side may gain victory and shall 


not be occupied by either of the Powers now in war, 

The above is being. communicated to the representatives 
of foreign Powers in Peking, At the same time you are ins- 
tructed to make the same declaration to the Minister for Foreign 


Affairs of the Government to which you are accredited, 


( Copy ) 
Reply dated February 17th, 1904, of the 


Japanese Government to the Chinese Note, 


The Imperial Government, desiring to avoid as far as pos- 


sible a disturbance of the peasoful condition of affairs which 


now prevails in China, will, in all parts of the Chinese ter- 
ritory excepting the regions occupied by Russia, respect the 
neutrality of China so long as Russia does the same, 

The rules of war which govern the Imperial forces of Japan 
in the field, do not permit the wanton destruction of property, 
Accordingly the Imperial’ Chinese Government may rest assured 
that the Mausoleums and Palaces at Moukden and Hsing-king and 
the public buildings of China everywhere, will be secure from 
any injury not attributable to the action of Russia, 

Furthermore the rights of the Chinese officials and inha- 
bitants within the zone of military operation, will, in their 
persons and property, be fully respected and protected by the 
Imperial forces so far as military necessity permits, In thé, 
event, however, they should extend aid and comfort to the enemy 
of Japan, the Imperial Government reserve to themselves the 
right to take such action as the circumstances require, 

It only remains to savy in conclusion that the present war 
is not being waged by Japan for the purpose of conquest, but 
solely in defence of her legitimate rights and interests and 
consequently that the Imperial Government have no intention to 
acquire territory as a result of the conflict, at the expense 
of China. 

The Imperial Government also wish the Imperial Chinese - 
Government to clearly understand that whatever action may be 
taken by them on Chinese territory which is the theatre of war 
will be the result of military necessity and not in impairment 


of Chinese sovereignty, 
4 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay, 


Subject: 
American officers permitted to accompany Japanese Army 
in the field, 


& Crick Ge OTS 


MAR 171904 


Larunent ot Stated | 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


February 20, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


Referring to the Legation's dispatch No, 44 of the 15 
instant, on the subject of the permission desired for four 
American officers to accompany the Japanese Army in the 


field, I have the honor to confirm my telegram sent yester- 


ah sa 
” 


day evening reading as follows: 
Secstate, Washington, 
The Japanese Government will permit four American of- 
ficers to accompany the army as requested, 
Griscom, 
IT have the honor also to enclose a copy of the note 
‘ from the Minister for Foreign Affairs conveying the Minis- 
ter for War's cordial compliance with our Government's re- 
quest, It is stated therein that further communication 
will be made so soon as the detailed rules and other parti- 
culars concerning those who accompany the Japanese Army 
shall have been settled, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, February 19, 1904, 


Tr 
losure with Mr, Griscom's No,57, February 20, 1904, 


(Copy) 


No, 8. Translation, Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Tokio, February 19, 1904, 


His Excellency Lloyd C, Griscon, 
etc., etc., etc, 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

With reference to your note No, 38 of 12th inst. in which 
Your Excellency requested permission for four officers of the 
United States Army and the purport of which I have at once trans« 
mitted to the Minister of War as I informed you in reply thereto, 
I now hasten to inform you that I am in receipt of a reply from 
the Minister of War to the effect that he is most happy to com- 
ply with your request contained in your note above referred to, . 
I am also desired to inform yon that the detailed rules to be 
observed by those who accompany our Army, the date of departure, 
the regiment which your officers are to go with, etc, not being 


as yet fully settled by the War Department, all these necessary 


particulars will be further communicated to you immediately they 


are decided and settled, 
I avail et cetera, 
Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


February 20, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay, 


Subject: 


Foreign men-of-war, and military zones declared in statc 


of siege, 


CHIEF CLERK, 
MAR 171904 


Department of State. 


‘ 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
y, TOKYO. 


February 20, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a note 
from the Minister for Foreign Affairs desiring me to inform 
you of a matter affecting foreign warships communicated to 
him by the Minister for War, 

The notification is to the effect that, in case of 
military necessity, the local commanding officer may refuse 


admittance to or order the departure of a foreign man-of-war 


from the zones declared to be under a state of siege at 


Nagasaki and Hakodate, 
This information has today been telegraphed to Admiral 


Evans, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


mclosure: 


Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, February 19, 1904, 


> 


losure with Mr, Griscom's No .57 , et ee 20, 1904, 


(Copy) 


No.9. Trarislation, 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, February 19, 1904, 


His Excellency Lloyd C, Grisconm, 

etce, etc., etc, 
¥Vonsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honour to inform t@ Your Excellency that I am 
requested by the Minister of War to communicate to your Govern- 
ment that when foreign war-vessel is going to enter into or is 
anchoring within the zone declared as under state of siege at 
Nagamaki and Hakodate, the officer commanding the respective 
zone above mentioned may, should necessity occur for military 
purpose, refuse the admittance or request the departure of such 
vessel, Consequently, I request you will be so good as to 
convey the purport of this note to your Government, 

I avail etc. 

Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


7 EEE 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. ™ 
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From Tokio, 


February 22, 1904. 
Received 2.48 A. M. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Am I authorized to withdraw the whiskey claim formally on 


receipt of one hundred and fifteen thousand American dollars? 


GRISCOM 


sicred by the Chief Clerk's Office, 


TELEGRA ais IN CIPHER. 


WY LGIRA | ‘ ayn 
Off caatl, From Tokio, 


4 loan 
Wy February 22, 1904. 
Cf 


Received 11.30 A. M. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


The War Office gives me $o understand that our officers 
had better come to Tokyo. They will probably be assigned to dif- 


ferént armies leaving at different times. 


GRISCOM 


ed by the Chief Clerk's Office, 11.45 A. M. 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOKYO, —_ 


February 23, 1904, 


Po ack § ht 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject: 
Photographs of Legation buildings for St, Louis Exposi- 


tion. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO. 


February 23, 1904, 


4 
To the Honorable John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


In compliance with your circular instruction of the 
13 ultimo I have the honor to transmit herewith under sepa- 
rate cover photographs of this Legation to be included in 


the Department's exhibit at the Louisiana Purchase Exposi- 


Q 


tion, 


The cost of these photographs amounted to $17.50, for 
which I hope tp be reimbursed by the Department's represen- 
tative at the Exposition, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Lloyd tfesseen 


TATE OIPLOMATIC BUREAD 


‘ce “LUA! 
WAR 18 re Sa 
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“February 23, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Uepartmen 


— 


Subject: 
American officers to accompany Japanese army,--con- 
firming telegrams. 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOK 


February 23, 1904. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the Department's tele- 
graphic instruction of the 20th instant, reading as follows: 
Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 

Twentieth. In conformity with permission Japanese 
Government reported in your telegram nineteenth, Colonel 
Crowder, Captains Morrison, March, and Kuhn have been desig-~ 
nated as military attachés to accompany Japanese army . 
Report by cable whether it is necessary for them to report 
at Tokio or whether they may go directly by short route to 
scene of operations. 

Hay. 

It was stated at the War Office that the detailed re- 
gulations were not yet completed, and the Legation was ine 
formally given to understand that it would be preferred thal 
the officers come to Tokio, inasmuch as they would probabe 
ly be attached to different armies and the dates of depart- 
ure were uncertain. 

I accordingly dispatched the following telegraphic 
reply on the 22nd instant: 

Secstate, Washington. 

The War Office gives me to understand that our offie 

cers had better come to Tokio. They will probably be as- 


signed to different armies leaving at different times. 


Griscon. 


I have the honor to be, 


Your obedient servant, 


jr | sig 
wae CLERK, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER: F£B 04 j9p@ 
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Departme: tt of Stata. 


Yrom Tokio . 
February 249 1904. 
Received 11:20 pom. 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


T have received one hundred fifteen thousand dollars 


from the Japanese Government in settlement of the Whiskey 


Slaim. 3 


GRISCOM. 


ciphered by the Chief Clerk's Ofhee, 


: my. 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. | ie i. f 
; 


— #e — 


> / Sita, 
FYOM Tokyo, A’ 


February 25, 1904. 


Received 2:55 p.m. ae 


Secretary of State, Pi 
/ t mp 


Washington. : \ 


Minister for Foerign Affairs has handed me the text 
of a protocol signed at Seoul on the 25rd instant between 
Japan and Korea establishing a protectorate over Korea. 
The full text has been cabled to the Japanese Minister at 
Washington, and will be presented you by hin. 


GRISCO MK, 


| by the Chief Clerk's Office, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


——— 2 -_— = 


Yrom Tokyo, 


February 25, 1904. 


Received 2:55 p.m. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Minister for Foerign Affairs has handed me the text 
of a protocol signed at Seoul on the 25rd instant between 
Japan and Korea establishing a protectorate over Korea. 
The full text has been cabled to the Japanese Minister at 
Washington, and will be presented you by him. 

GRISCO XK, 


cd by the Chief Clerk's Office, 


Ly 


% Dir LUuia 1G | 
TELEGRAM, RECEIVED IN CIPHER. res 87 1904 


abe . 
¥ ae BUREA'. | 


- YY vom Tokyo, iW 
. February 25 , 1904. 


Received 3:10 Dom. 


Secretary of State, | + 


Was ton.  - Me 
Naina bbe foreaps Af fa Ye 
asks me to telegraph you relative to the re- } 


quest by the JapaneseGovernment for permission to lay a Cy ye 


cable from Japan to Guam, and to point out the great im- 
portanee of such a cable to the Japanese Govemment at a 
time when the one cable to Shanghai is liable to be cut 
and Japan shut off from the rest of the w rld, and the 
whole trade of the East paralyzed. 3 
GRISCO KX, 


“C Combine U9 SY of Aer, 


ciphered by the Chief Clerk's Office, 


ASSISTANT SECRETAR 
UNITED STATES LEGATION, 


TOKYO. 


February 25, 


mye aren tT 


To the Honorable John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


| 


Washington. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's letter of December 11 in regard to the free 
entry of articles for the official use of United States 
consular officers in Japan, wherein I am directed to ase 


certain and report to the Department in what manner the 


application for the free entry of such supplies he be 
made. 


In compliance with these instructions I submitted 
the question to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and an 
now informed that it will be found most convenient if the 
applications for such free entry be made through this 
Legation. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(7 
Bccinad 


iad 


/f Ag - 
xX levd ("AHL)A FB UA : 


CHIEF CLERK, 
MAR 261904 


Department of State. 


biFLULA 1 ag 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED! 


ct —— -@@oe-——___- 


oo. svi 
J J LOW Tokyo, | i 7 
Iw’ 
h 


A 


Received 10;10 a.m. 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


It seems to me advisable either to ask British 
Vice Consul to look after American interests Hakodadi 
during war or appoint Consular Agent. 


GRISCOM. 


cphered by the Chief Clerk's Ofhice, 


Consular Bureau. 


*@- 
MEMORANDUM. 


FEB 26 1904 


Mr. Adee: 
Hakodate has a population of 87,159 

persons, including 156 foreigners, of whom 
54 are British. It is an important port of 
call and its foreign trade is steadily increas- 
ing, the imports for 1901 being yen 2,415,024 
and exports yen 2,556,656. During that year 
136 steamers and 180 sailine vessels called. 

Great Britain, Austria, Peru and Russia 
maintain vice consuls at Hakodate. From 
1856 to 1883 the United States maintained a 
consular officer at Hakodate, and recently 
the Consul General at Yokohama and the San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerce recommended the 
re-establishment of the office for the pure- 
pose of protecting American vessels and sea- 


mene 


There are very few Americans at Hakodate, 


Consular Bureau. 


si« 
i ae 


MEMORANDUM. 


but it would doubtless he possible for the 


Vinister or Consul General to select a 
suitable person to act temporarily as 
consular agent. 
The Navy Department thinks a wr aeipirer’ 
Tr it 


office at Hakodate would be important, only 


in case of hostilities in that part of Japan. 


nal 


tae 


TELEGR CEIVED IN CIPHER. 


oe “@ee a 


ef YOM Tokio, ' 
Ss February 26, 1904. 


J Received 11 A. M. 


0 
f Sages } 


a 


Washington. ans tCRET 


YS IOP IO IfurS - 


Secretary of State, 


The Japanese Government declines to let Lieutenant Gillis 


go on war vessel, but will give him information at headquarters. 


GRISCOM 


ipicred by the Chief Clerk’s Office, 11.45 A. Me 


| Ui iA Fag 


i AW 1904 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
OFFICE wc BY REs 


MAR 2 je04 


(Received & a.m. yl Bar? 2t Ibo. ) 


ore wer. —— - 
Als . 1 

: 

7 


fficial report of Admiral Kamura, second in command Japanese fleet, 


2eWeKQe 86/4 us gvieGP Be ecretary of State, 


3 ,0on twenty-third instant sank, purposely, five merchant steamers near 

Port Arthur harborjon twenty-fifth instant the main fleet bombarded 
Arthur for half hour; three Russian vessels were outside harbor, showing 
ot to block the channel failed. No casualties, 


Grise OM. 


Subject: 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


February 29, 1904, 


te Vie “It 
Apr & 1904 


} BUREAY 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Informing the Department of the remittance by 
the Japanese Government of $115,000, in settle- 
ment of the White Whiskey Claim of the American 
Trading Company, and transmitting a draft for 


that amount, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYO, 


‘ 


February 29,1904, 


The Hon, John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C, 


I have the honor to confirm the recent inter- 


change of telegrams between the Department and this Lega- 


7 tiees copies of which are appended hereto, in relation to 


the White Whiskey Claim of the American Trading Company. 
Since my arrival in Japan last June, this Lega- 
tion has urged upon the Minister of Poreign Affairs without 
intermission the settlement of this claim, Towards the 
middle of January, it became evident to me from various 
statements of the Minister of Foreign Affairs that he was 
disposed to consider the matter favorably. In an inter- 
view on the 12th instant he informed me that his Government 
would be willing to pay the claim at once, providing the 
American Trading Company would compromise on a reasonable 
sum, and with the understanding that the payment would not 
be regarded as a recognition of a principle, I thereupon 
telegraphed you and upon receipt of your reply that 
$115,000. would be acceptable, I at once conveyed this in- 
formation to the Minister in a personal note, In reply he 
asked me if I would withdraw the claim formally on receipt 
of that amount, and upon my telegraphic inquiry, you author-. 
ized me on the 24th instant to do so, On the same day the 
Minister's private secretary called upon me and presented 
me with a personal note from the Minister enclosing a draft 
of the Ieperial Government on the Yokohama Specie Bank in 
New York for the sum of $115,000, in favor of the American 
Trading Company. In Baron Komura's note he asked me to 
transmit 


transmit this draft to you to be presented to the American 
Trading Company, and he provided me with a form of receipt 
which is to be given by the latter. 

I have the honor to send you herewith enclosed 
the draft for $115,000. and the form of receipt. 

On the 24th instant I addressed to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs a Note, a copy of which is enclosed 
herewith, formally withdrawing the White Whiskey Claim, as 
authorized by your telegraphic instruction, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


your obedient servant. 


‘ 


Raised 
ee 
Jf ls . (A Va LAG (44 
' 


Enclosures: 
No. 1 Copies of telegrams, 
No. 2 Draft for $115,000, 
No. 3 Form of receipt to be given by American 
Trading Company. 
No. 4 Copy of Note formally withdrawing the 
White Whiskey Claim. 


Washington, D. C. March 28, 1904, 


RECEIVED this 268th day of March, 1904, from the Secretary 
of State of the United States, the draft from the Japanese 
rovernment on The Yokohama Specie Bank in New York, in favor 
of The American Trading Company, for the sum of $115,000.00 in 
settlement of the WHITE WHISKEY CLAIM of the American Trading 
Company, enclosed in Mr. Griscom's dispatch No. 54, dated 


Tokyo, February 29, 1904, for the American Trading Company, 


» 
under our Power of Attorney filed in the Department of State 


Varch 15, 1904, 


M3 htius kK fhe th lcc« 


DUPLICATE. 


No. 155. 
Received of Treasurer of the Imperial Treasury of 


Japan the sum of U. S. $115,000.00 on account of The 


Department of Foreign Affairs. 


Signature The Qineusau Jradiing © C. 
Mi, MOAN G4 MF OR Ma 4, 
AM p-yncys AA [OOK , 


pate MawA 25 /JoH . 


To the Bank of Japan, 


Tokyo, Japan. 


giclosure No, ‘ with Mr, Griscom's No, , February 29, 1904, 


Telegrams regarding Whiskey Case, 


Telegram sent February 12, 1904, 
Secstate, Washington, 

Confidential, Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that 
the Japanese Government will pay the American Trading Company's 
white whiskey claim at once, providing the latter will compro- 
mise on a reasohable sum, Please inform me the lowest sum ac- 
ceptable, It is understood that in settling this claim no 
principle is conceded, 


Griscom, 


elegram received February 14, 
Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 

Appreciating friendly dispogition Japanese Government rela- 
tive to immediate settlement Whiskey Case, Department authorizes 
you to say American Trading Company will wave claim for damages 
and will further reduce claim representing cash outlay now 
amounting to about one hundred sixty-seven thousand dollars in- 
cluding interest to one hundred fifteen thousand dollars , which 
in opinion of Departmentis @ reasonable sum, If acceptable, 
settlement will not be regarded as recognition of principle. 


Loomis, 


elegram sent February 22, 
Secstate, Washington, 
Am I authorized to withdraw the whiskey claim formally on 
receipt of one hundred and fifteen thousand American dollars? 


Griscom, 


fnclosure No, / with Mr, Griscom's No, , February 29, 1904, 


Telegrams regarding Whiskey Case, 


Telegram sent February 12, 1904, 
Secstate, Washington, 

Confidential, Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that 
the Japanese Government will pay the American Trading Company's 
white whiskey claim at once, providing the latter will compro- 
mise on a reasohable sum, Please inform me the lowest sum ac- 
ceptable, It is understood that in settling this claim no 
principle is conceded, 


Griscom, 


Telegram received February 14, 
Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 

Appreciating friendly dispogition Japanese Government rela- 
tive to immediate settlement Whiskey Case, Department authorizes 
you to say American Trading Company will wave claim for damages 
and will further reduce claim representing cash outlay now 
amounting to about one hundred sixty-seven thousand dollars in- 
cluding interest to one hundred fifteen thousand dollars , which 
in opinion of Departmentis @ reasonable sum, If acceptable, 
settlement will not be regarded as recognition of principle. 


Loomis. 


Telegram sent February 22, 
Secstate, Washington, 
Am I authorized to withdraw the whiskey claim formally on 
receipt of one hundred and fifteen thousand American dollars? 


Griscom, 


elecram received February 24, 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 


On receipt of one hundred fifteen thousand dollars American 


gold you are authorized formally to withdraw whiskey claim. 
Hay. 


elegram sent February 24, 
Secstate, Washington, 
I have received one hundred fifteen thousand dollars from 
the Japanese Government in settlement of the whiskey claim, 


Griscom, 


elegram received February 25, 
Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 
Gratified at settlement whiskey claim, Will forward 
draft, 
Hay. 


Enelosure Yo, with Mr, Griscom's No, J*%, February 29, 1904, 


(Copy) 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
Tokio, February 24, 1904, 


His Excellency Baron Komura, 
etc., etc., etc, 
Monsieur le Ministre, 
I have the honor, on behalf of my Government, to with- 


draw the claim of the American Trading Company for damages 


arising out of a ruling of the Imperial Japanese Custome 
officers of Yokohama in regard to the classification as 
alcohol of some 8,720 barrels of whiskey, imported by the 
said company from the United States in 1900, 

This claim was presented to the Imperial Government 
by my predecessor, Mr. Buck, in a note, Wo. 293, of August 
19, 1901, addressed to His Excellency Baron Sone Arasuke, 
the then Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

I avail etc, 


Signed: Lloyd c. Griscom, 


| Uti LUA dey Py, 
Uniteo States Lecarion. sal 


Toxo apr & 1904 


CHIEF CLERK 
APR 53D lwea 


Department of State 


— 


seen —_ 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Fay. 


Subject: 


Extradition of Adachi. 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOK _ 


No. 535. | March 5, 1904. 


To the Honorable John Hay, ; od 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Hendry, bear- 
ing a certified transcript of the documentary evidence in 
the case of Adachi and a commission to convey the criminal 
back to Hawaii, reached Tokio on the 12th ultimo. I then 
addressed a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, copy 
of which is enclosed, requesting Adachi's arrest and delive 
ery to the Marsha’l. 

According to the arrangement reported in the Legation's 
dispatch of the 18th January Adachi was thereupon arrested 
and was delivered on February 24th to the United States 
Marshall, who immediately sailed for Hawaii. I had the 
honor to inform you of the departure of the Marshall with 
his prisoner by a telegram of the 25th ultimo, confirmed 
on the overleaf. 

In compliance with my request, made at the instance of 
the Marshall, the Minister for Foreign Affairs caused a 
Japanese police officer to accompany him and his prisoner 
to their destination. A copy of my note on this subject 

~is enclosed. 

I have the honor to enclose, also, a copy of a note 

“aated March 2, wherein the Japanese Government formally 
grant the extradition of Adachi. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir 
Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: A cated 
1. Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, February 12. 


2. Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, February 25. 
3. Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, March 2. 


Telegram sent February 25, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington. 
Adachi extradited. Sailed yesterday with United & 
States Marshall steamer Siberia. 


Griscom. 


Endlotue MY sith MO Crttemis N°55, Marth € 190: 


February 12, 1904, 


H,. FE, Baron Komura Jutaro, 
Etc. etc, etc, 

Monsieur le Ministre: - 

Referring to our previous correspondence in the 
matter of the provisional arrest of Saburo Adachi, a 
fugitive from the justice of the United States, charged 
with the crime of perjury, pending the arrival of extra- 
diction papers, I now have the honor to inform Your 
Excellency that the President of the United Stetes has 
issued his warrant authorizing Eugene Robert Hendry to take 
the said Adachi into custody, and I am instructed by my 
Government to make the necessary requisition the surrender 
of the fugitive to Mr. Hendry, in order that he may be 
taken to the Territory of Hawaii, U. S. A. for trial there, 

Mr. Hendry having already arrived in Japan, 
bringing with him a transcript of the necessary documentary 
evidence, duly certified by the Secretary of State of the 
United States, and by Mr. Takahira, His Imperial Japanese 
Majesty's Minister in Washington, upon which evidence the > 
claim for the extradiction of the criminal is based, and 
he, the said Hendry, at the convenience of Your Excellen- 
cy's Government, being prepared to receive the prisoner 
into his custody; to that end I have the honor to enclose 
herewith the transcript of the evidence above mentioned, 
and, on behalf of my Government, to prefer this note or 
request for the delivery of the prisoner, the said Saburo 
Adachi, to the said Hendry for transportation to the Ter- 
ritory of Hawaii, U.S.A. 

I avail myself, etc. 
(Signed) Lloyd C. Griscom, 


February 23, 1904, 


To his Excellency Baron Komra Jutaro, 
etc., etc., etc. 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


| { 
At the instance of Mr. EBugene R. Hendry, the agent de- 


signated by the President to receive and convey Saburo 
Adachi to Hawaii for trial, I have the honor to request that 
the Japanese Goverrment will consent to appoint an officer 
to accompany Mr. Hendry and the prisoner to their destina-~ 
tion. In making this request I can assure Your Excellency 
that all expenses connected with the mission will be de- 
frayed by my Government. 

I avail et cetera. 

Signed: 
Lloyd C. Griscom. 
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Tokio, March 2, 1904, 


H.E. Lloyd C. Griscon, 
Etc., etc., etc. 

Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's note No. 40 dated 12th February re 
Saburo Adachi, a fugitive in Japan, charged with the crime 
of perjury committed within the territory of the United 
States, enclosing a certified transcript of the necessary 
documentary evidence relating thereto, with the request 
for the delivery of the said Adachi to Mr. Eugene Hendry 
authorized and despatched by your Government to take him 
into custody. The matter, I have to state in reply, was 
at once placed into the hands of the proper authorities 
and was duly examined with the result that the alleged 
act committed by the said Adachi being alike prosecutable 
as a case of perjury under the Law of the Empire and a 
reciprocal offer being made by your Government that in 
view of the fact that the said individual is a Japanese 
Subject American citizens under similar conditions shall 
be surrendered to the Imperial Government in accordance 
with the provisions of the Extradition Treaty, a writ for 
the delivery of the said Adachi was issued by the Minister q 
of Justice on 23rd ultimo and the arrest being effected on 4 
the day ensuing he was duly handed over to the aforesaid E 
Mr. Hendry to be transported to Hawaii for trial. | 

With reference to your note No, 47 dated 23rd 
ultimo wherein Your Excellency requested the Imperial 
Government to appoint an officer to accompany Mr. 
and the prisoner to Hawaii, all expenses connected |‘ | 
being proposed to be defrayed by your Government, I bes ; 
to inform you that the Imperial Government, after due con: af 
sideration, have decided to des) a eis rima, Head 


re mee tyr ete 
; ‘ 
“ 4 


Constable of the Yokohama Water Police for the mission, 
and caused him to leave Yokohama with Mr. Hendry on the 


24th ultimo by S. S. "Siberia". 
I avail myself etc. 
Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Poreign Affairs. 


>_TELEQ@RAM RECEIVED. 


4 e . 


FM. and file: 4 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


~_- —— 


 PIPLOWATIC | 


APR 7 1904 


BUREAU | 


CHIEF CLERK. 
APR © 1904 


Depertmes of “iat 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


1304 


| DEPART Wi serosal | 


SUBJECT: -Acknowledging the Department's unnumbered instruction 


of January I8, od a eee to the representation of 


Panama intrests by S. Consular officers, 


Uniteo Staves LeGarTion. 
Toxio. 


March 12, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


I have the honor to report that in compliance 
with the Department's unnumbered instructions of January 
18th, I informed the Japanese Government on the 20th 
ultimo, that the United States consular offices in Japan 
have been directed to discharge, in representation of 
Panama interests, such duties as would devolve upon consul- 
ar officers until such officers are appointed by the Panama 
Government, and so far as was permitted by the Government 
of Japan, requesting the consent of the Japanese Govern- 
ment thereto. 

On March 2nd the Minister for Foreign Affiars. 
replied stating that the Japanese Government have no ob- 
jection to the arrangement, This information has been con- 
veyed to the United States Consuls in Japan through the 
Consul General, 

I have the honor to be, 
. Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


bi LUA tow 
apr & 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKYS, 
RUREA 


March 12, 


ac 


Wr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Department of ‘tate, 


Subject:-- Mr, Ferguson, Second Secretary of Legation, 


returns from leave, 


UNITED STATES 
LEGATION, 


March I2, I903. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to report that Mr, Ferguson, 
Second Secretary of this Legation, returned from 
leave of absence on the 8th instant and resumed his 
duties on that date, 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ACK, a ¢ file, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


TOKIO, JAPAN APR 7 1904 


March /% , 1904, 


APR 7 t994 


BURE Ay 


» 1904 


: te. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay, 


Subject:- Correspondence relating to request for United 
States naval officer to accompany Japanese fleet, 


: 3-9 ay rat Se. OL ae Same ne ee 
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Uniteo States Lecarion. 
Toxio. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: - 

I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of 
telegrams relating to the assignment to this Legation of 
Lieutenant Gillis, U. S. N. as additional Naval Attaché for 
the special purpose of accompanying the Japanese fleet. 

On receipt of the Department's telegraphic 
instructions of February 14th, I made application to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs for the desired permission, 
to which I received the Minister's reply dated February 
25th, (copy of which I herewith enclosé).. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs states that, having referred my request 
to the Minister for Navy, he is now in receipt of a reply 
from the Minister, stating his inability to comply with 
my request as lack of accommodation on the part of the 
Japanese Navy does not allow such a step, but that he will 
be most happy to extend to Lieutenant Gillis at the Imperi- 
al Head Quarters all possible facilities to observe the 
progress of the war. The Minister adds that while i ages 
Headquarters remain in Tokyo, a room in the Navy Depart- 
ment will be assigned for the special use of foreten mame 
officers who have been sent here to accompany the Japane oe 
fleet. : 


I have the honor to be, 


o<eQ2<e 
Enclosures: 


No. 1 Readings of telegrams, the Secretary of State 
to Mr. Griscom of date February 14th; and of Mr. Griscom 
to the Secretary of State of date February 26th, 1904. 


No. 2 Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, February 25th, 
1904,=- copy. 


Got 


Enclosure, with Mr. Griscom's No.d of March /2 ,1904, 


Telegram received, 


Washington, February 2, 1904, 
Griscom, Minister, Tokio, | 
Request permission Lieutenant I. V. Gillis, United 
States Navy, act as additional Naval Attache facilities 


observe present war. 


Hay. 


Telegram sent, 


Tokio, Bebruary 26, 1904, 
Secstate, Washington, 
The Japanese Government declines to let Lieutenant 
Gillis go on war vessel but will give him information at 
headquarters, 


Griscom, 


— : , 
<a 1 y* mw ot) - 


Enclosure No.Awith Mr, Griscom's No.\ of March /2, 1904. 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Tokio, February 25, 1904, 
H, E. Lloyd C. Griscom, 


Etc., etc,, etc. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

Your Bxcellency's applications to obtain a permission 
for Lieutenant I, V. Gillis, United States Navy, to accom- 
pany the Imperial Naval force had at once been referred to 
the Minister for Navy and I have now the honor to inform 
you that I have just received a reply from the Minister 
stating that he regrets his inability to comply with Your 
Excellency's request to permit the said United States 
naval officer to accompany the Japanese fleet as lack of 
accommodation on the part of the Imperial navy does not 
allow such step, but that he shall be most happy to extend 
to him at the Imperial Head Quarters all possible facil- 
ities to observe the progress of the war, The Minister 


adds that while the Imperial Head Quarters remain in Tokyo, ~ 


a room in the Navy Department shall be assigned for the 
special use of foreign naval officers who have been sent 
here to accompany the Imperial fleet, 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 


Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration, 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


bes iv) irtw 


APR & 1904 | 


: 
: 


RURE AT 


C... °F CCERK, 
APR 5 1904 


Department of State. 
Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. = 


SUBJECT:- Confirming Mr. Hay's telegram on Russian Government's 
attitude in regard to the neutrality of China. 


WLU tay f 


apr 5 1904 March I2, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm on the overleaf the De- 
partment's telegraphic instruction of the I9th ultimo, 
transmitting the views of the Russian Government in re- 
gard to the neutrality of China, Immediately upon re- 
ceipt of this instruction I addressed a Note to the Min- 


ister for Foreign Affairs conveying to him the substance 


of your telegram, A copy of the Legation's Note is trans- 


mitted herewith for your Saformation, ©The receipt of it 


was verbally acknowledged by Baron Komure and at the same 


* a ie 


time he requested me to expeés! tor you er of 


your kindly action in ‘furnishing him with this information, 
I have the honor to be, 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 


Nineteenthé- I receive this morning the following 
telegram from St.Petersburg communicating the Rus- 
-sian reply: 


"The Imperial Government sharifig completely the 


"desire to insure tranquility in China is ready to 


"adhere to an understanding with other powers for 
"the purpose of safeguarding the neutrality of 
"that Empire on the following conditions:firstly, 
"China must herself strictly observe all the claus- 
"es of neutrality; Secondly, the Japanese Govern- 
"ment must loyally observe the engagements entered 
"into with the powers as well as the principles 
“generally recognized by the law of nations; third- 
"ly, that it is well understood that neutraliza- 
"tion in no case can be extended to Manchuria, - 
"the territory of which by foree of events will 
"serve as the field of military operations,*® 

To this I have today made the following response: 

"The answer of the Russian Government is 

"viewed as responsive to the erepesal made by the 
"United States as well as by Simm other powers and 
"in a friendly manner I will have pleasure in com- 
"municating it forthwith to the Governments of 
"China and Japan each of which has already inform- 
"ed us of ite adherence to the principles set © 
"forth in our cireular proposal," 

I have communicated this correspondence to the 
Japanese Government and to London, Paris and Berlin. 

HAY 


; ng ; ‘ 
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mnelosure No, #with Mr, eriscas'e Despatch No.5, Marchiz, 1904, 


COPY 
United States Legation, Tokio, . 
No. 46, February 21, 1904, 
H.E. Baron Komura Jutaro, 
Etc.,  etc., etc. 
Monsieur le Ministre: - 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that 
on the 19th instant Mr. Hay, the Secretary of State of the 
United States, received from St. Petersburg a telegram con- 
veying the Russian reply to his note in relation to the 
neutrality of China, The reply of Russia is as follows: 

"The Imperial Government, sharing completely the 
"desire to insure tranquility in China, is ready to adhere 
"to an understanding with other powers for the purpose of 
"safeguarding the neutrality of that Empire, on the follow- 
"ing conditions:- firstly, China must herself strictly obd- 
"serve. all the clauses of neutrality; secondly, the Japan- 


"ese Government must loyally observe the engagements entered 
"into with the powers, as well as the principles generally 
"recognized by the law of nations; thirdly, that it is well 


"understood that neutralization in no case can be extended 


"to Manchuria, the territory of which, by the force of 
"events, will serve as the field of military operations”. 
To this statement Mr, Hay en the same day made 
the following reply: 
"The answer of the Russian Government is viewed 
"as responsive to the proposal made by the United States 
"as well as by other powers and in a friendly manner will 3 
"have pleasure in communicating it forthwith to the Govern- a 
“ments of China. and Japan, each of which has already in- a 
"formed us of its adherence to the cl merrier set forth. 
"in our circular proposal." | 2 
The above Titel tel sa cere has been comme ved to 


the Governments at London, Paris and Berlin. 


I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 


Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) Lloyd C. Griscom, 


— : > 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


CHIEF CLERK, 
APR > 1904 


Department of State. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay, 


Subject:- Further correspondence on the subject of the 


murder of American sailors by the natives of 


Botel Tobago-- drastic measures taken by the 
Japanese Government in punishment, 


Uniteo Staves Legation. 
Toxo. 


March 14 ’ 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 


| 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


the Department’s instructions No, 37 of February 4th ap- 
proving my note to the Japanese Foreign Office, dated 
December 17th, 1903. on the subject of the wreck of the 
American ship “Benjamin Sewall” and the killing of several 
members of her crew by the savages of Botel Tobago. 

In the same connection I beg to enclose herewith 
copy of a note from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
date March 2nd, informing me in detail of the drastic 
measures taken to punish the offenders as a result of his 
correspondence on the subject with the Formosan Govern- 
ment. The Minister expresses his extreme regret that the 
native tribes in question should have behaved so revolting- 
ly and cruelly towards the shipwrecked Americans, and the 
hope that my Government will be satisfied with what the 
Japanese authorities have done in the matter. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Linya risen : 
Enclosure: 


Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom March 2nd, 1904,- copy. 
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Enclosure No. XK with Mr. Griscom's No. & of March/<, 1904, 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokyo, February 25, 1904. 


H, E, Lloyd C. Griscom, 
Etc, etc. etc, 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


In reference to your Excellency's note No. 31 | 
dated 17th December last in which you called the attention ; 
of the Imperial Government to the wild actions of the 
natives of Botel Tobago Island near Taiwan towards the 
shipwrecked persons of the "Benjamin Sewall", an American 
vessel, on 5th October last when they were cast up on that 
island, and referring also to my note No. 43 under date of _ 


29th December in which I informed you in reply that I have a 


at once referred the matter to the Taiwan Government re- 
questing them to make a full investigation on the subject 
while assuring to inform you again immediately on receipt ~ 
of definite information from the Taiwan Government, I have 3 
now the honor to inform you of the result after much corres= 
pondence with the said Government, i 
The Taiwan Government at length decided to des- 4 
patch a large force of police and attack the native island- 3 
ers. The Police started on the 27th January at night Wie j 
der high wind and heavy seas; and on arriving at Botel Ta- 
bago Island they divided themselves into three parties for. 
the purpose of assaulting the native tribes called "Iwak: uy 
Iwanumiruku", and "Iratai". Early next morning, before 3 
‘dawn, they besieged each tribe and searched for over eight 
hours and endeavored to find out actual perpetrators, with 
the result that ten of the would-be guilty ones ieee 
the chiefs and important members of the tribes were oapry 
tured and thirteen houses burnt down, swords, spears, at 
other dangerous weapons being seized. i 
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the landing of the police, had run away into the neighbor- 
ing mountains with fright. The police pursued them and 
tried to capture them but the efforts were in vain. Sub- 
sequently they have stationed eight policemen there for 
the time being to keep further vigilance and to subdue 
other tribes giving necessary instructions as to what they 
should do for the purpose, The ten captives were trans- 
ported to the Taito Government and are kept there in cus- 
tody. 

It is my extreme regret that the native tribes 
in question should have behaved so revoltingly and so 
cruelly towards the shipwrecked persons of your country, 
and I can assure you that the Imperial Government have 
tried every means in their power to find out the actual 
perpetrators of such actions, But the islanders, being 
so obstinate and secretive would never disclose the secret 
of each other, and all efforts on the part of the author- 
ities to cause them to confess who were actually guilty of 
such conduct proved fruitless. . Under the circumstances, 
the authorities could not do otherwise than to resort to 
such steps as were just mentioned in way of general punish- 
ment, and I believe the islanders will not dare to repeat 
such barbarity in future, So I sincerely hope that Your | 
Excellency will be satisfied with what the Imperial Govern- F 
ment have done in the matter, though I need hardly say that 
should the actual malefactors be caught at any future time 


——— 2 


they will be subjected to proper punishment under provi- 
sions of Law. 
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to 


Your Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration, 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, ~— 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


ACK, and file; 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


 PePLOwa Te 


APR 7 1904 March jy ,1904, 


BUREAU 


CHIEF CLERK, 
APR 2 1904 


Department of State. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- The General Election, 


Uniteo States Lecation. 
Toxio. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


' I have the honor to report that on March lst a 
general election was held. The event passed almost un- 
noticed by the general public owing to the keen interest 
taken in the war. The official returns show no great 
change in the relative strength of the leading political 


parties, There is a decided gain in the number of inde- 


pendent and new members and the Government counts upon a 
working majority on all important measures, 

The division of the Lower House by parties is as 
follows: 

Seiyu-kai 

Progressives 

Imperialists 

Independents 


Liberals 19 


Total 379 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


LlaydeSusern : 


ts , Ack, and file? 
SI 


CONFIDENTIAL. ee APR 7 1904 
OKIO. 
No.57. — farch 14 ; 
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APR '7 1904 


BUREAU | 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


APR 95 ibid 


Departn er"? i tate. 


SUBJECT:- Japan requests permission to lay a cable to 
Confirmation of telegram. 


Uniteo States Lecarion. 
CONFIDENT IAL Toute. 
Ho UF 


To the Honorable John Hay; 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to report that on the 25th ultimo 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs askedime to call upon 
him and informed me that it was of the greatest importan- 
ce to the Japanese Government that a cable should be laid 
from Japan to the Island of Guam in view of the fact that 
telegraphic connection between Japan and the outside world . 
is now maintained by but one cable-that to Shanghai. He 
stated that the Japanese Minister at Washington had been 
inetructed by telegraph to request you to grant permission 
for the laying of a cable to Guam but he added that he 
wighed to explain the importance of the matter to me more 
fully in the hope that I would support the request at 
Washington by a telegram to you. 

In cOmpliance with Baron Komura’s request I telegra- 
phed you as follows: 

February 25, 1904. 

Secstate, Washington. | 


Minister for Foreign Affairs asks me to telegraph you 


relative to the request by the Japanese Government for per- 
mission to lay a cable from Japan to Guam and to point out 
the great importance of such a cable to the Japanese Gov- 
ernment at a time when the one cable to Shanghai is liable 
to be cut and Japan shut off from the rest of the world 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


and the whole trade of the East paralyzed. 
Grisconm. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


v Loegd 


bokrand file: 


LEGATION OF THE UNTRSED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 
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CHIEF CLERK, 
APR 5 1904 


Department of State. 


ee 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject: 
Consular Agent at Hakodate;--confirming telegrams. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


wo.08, - March 14, 1904. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, . 

Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to confirm on the overleaf an ex- 
change of telegrams between the Department and the Legation 
with reference to the appointment of a consular agent at 
Hakodate which resulted in the anpeintnent of Mr. Edward 
Julian King to that post. | 

Having informally ascertained the willingness of the 
Japanese Government to have an American consular agent at 
Hakodate, on the 4th instant, in compliance with your in- 
struction, I requested the temporary recognition of Mr. 
King pending the arrival of his certificate of appointment. 
The request was granted by the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in a note dated the 10th instant; and this fact was at one 
communicated to the Consul-Generai at Yokohama. Copies of 


my note and Baron Komura’s are enclosed herewith. 


> a 


oe 


IT have the honor to transmit also a copy of a letter 
_ referred to the Legation by the Consul-General, wherein an 
American resident of Hakodate expresses the anxiety felt 
by himself and his family owing to the lack of any American 
consular official in Hokkaido. The present war has evident- 
ly increased the feeling which had een expressed to this 
Legation in times of peace by Americans resident in Hokkai- 
fo that an American consular officer was needed in that is-— 
land to safeguard their interests. In view of these con 
giderations I deemed it advisable to telegraph you in this 
sense. 


I have the honor to be, 
sir 


Your obedient servant . 


nclosure: 
Mr. Bartels to Mr. Bellows, Feb. 18. 


Telegram sent February 26. 


Secstate, Washington. 

It seems to me advisable either to ask British Vice- 
Consul to look after American interests Hakodadi during 
war or appoint consular agent. 


Grisconm. 


Telegram received February 28. 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 

Twenty-seventh. If you ascertain it would not be 
disagreeable to the Government of Japan to have a consular 
agency established at Hakodadi you will inquire if the 
Consul-General desires to nominate a suitabit person, 


American if possible. 


Hay. 


Telegram received March 4. 


Griscom, Minister, Tokio. 
Request temporary recognition Edward Julian King as 
consular agent at Hakodate. 


Hay. 


Telegram sent March 11. 


Secstate, Washington. 
King recognized consular agent Hakodate pending arri- 
val certificate of appointment. 


Griscon. 


ety 
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St, Match ,/foy 


Legation of the United States. 
Tokyo, March 4, 1904, 


H. FE. Baron Komura Jutaro, 

Etc., etc., etc. 
Monsieur le Ministre: - 

At the direction of the Secretary of State I 
have the honor to request the temporary recognition, by 
Your Excellency's Government, of Edward Julian King who 
has been appointed consular agent of the United States at 
Hakodate. 

I avail myself etc. 

Signed: Lloyd C. Griscom. 


Translation, No, 17, 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Tokio, March 10, 1904, 
H,. BE. Lloyd C. Griscom, 


Etc.,; etc., 

Monsieur le Ministre:- 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's note No. 52 dated March 4, in which you 
request the temporary recognition of Mr. Edward Julian 
King who has been appointed Consular Agent of the United 
States at Hakodate. In reply I beg to state that the 
Imperial Government will recognize the said Mr. King in 
that capacity pending the arrival of his Letters Patent; 
and I have at once communicated the matter to the author- 
ities concerned, 

I avail myself etc. 

Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


et | 


Encletune M*3 sith: MI” Crotwmis M56, Mirch 4 yoy 


No. 1852 Copy. 


Hakodate, February 18, 1904. 


U. S&S. Consul General, 
Yokohama. 
My dear Sir: «- 

In as sieaian et some anxiety is being felt regard- 
ing the movements of Russian warships in our neighboring 
waters, and in as much as we have no U., S&S. Consul in 
Hakodate, will it be presumtious in me to request you to 
arrange with the British Vice Consul, here, Mr, Forster, 
to use his power to protect us in case of any peril ? There 
are only a handful of us here, and I am writing this wholly 
on my own responsibility. I feel more concern on account 


of my wife and two children, 


Trusting I am not asking too much from you, I 


Most respectfully yours, 
C. N. Bartels 

(Poreign teacher of Eng. in Gov'ts Schools) 

No, 1852 
The above copy of a letter received at this 
Consulate-General February 22, 1904, is hereby respectfully 
referred to the American Minister at Tokio for consi dera- 
tion, 
(Signed) E. C. Bellows. 
U. S&S, Consul-General, 

U. S. Consulate-General, 
Yokohama, February 24, 1904, 


Cui® CLERK. 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CiPHer. “AR 17 1904 
| Department of State. 


DIPLOMATIC BUREAI From TOKIO, 


7 | Cnifsciss March 17, 1904, 
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Secretary of State, 4 
Washington. bgp HEL) 


I am in receipt of a note from the Japan- 


| UIP Gina tig / 


ese Government as follows: 

"The Imperial Government, desiring that 
the present war may be confined to the original 
belligerents, and being moreover extremely solici- 
tous regarding the effect of the conflict upon the 
Chinese Government and people, were highly grati- 
fied to learn of the successful issue of the efforts 
of the United States in the interest of peace and 


order in China." 


GRISCO XK, 


ciphered by ©eC's Office, March 17, 1904. 12:40 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 
> 
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: 


March 17 , 


| apr @ 1904 


CHIEF CLERK, 
APR 5 1904 


Department of State. 


| ues 


Mr, Griscom 


Subject:-- Japan's war financial measures-- resume of bills 
and estimates to be presented at the special 


session of the Diet to be convened to-morrow, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION 
Tokyo, March 17, 1904. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to report that a special session 
of the Japanese Diet will be comened tomorrow for a period 
of ten days to legislate concerning war finances, 

According to the programme decided upon by the 
Government after consultation with the Elder Statesmen and 
the leading members of both Houses of the Diet, the sour- 
ces of revenue are classed under three heads, namely, in- 
creased taxation, retrenchment of expenditures and public 
loans. It is estimated that under the first two heads 
about 65,300,000 Yen and 58,630,000 Yen respectively will 
be obtained; while as to public loans the Diet will be ask- 


ed to give ex post facto approval to the loan of 100,000,000 ~ 


Yen that has just been floated (which was covered more than 
four and a half times by the subscriptions) and to make 
provision for further loans amounting to 280,000,000 Yen, 
or as much more as circumstances may require. 

The principle adopted by the Government for in- 
creasing the taxation appears to be to spread the amount of 
increase over a large number of taxes so that the burden a 
may rest on all classes of the population alike; ae to in- 4 
crease the indirect gs well as the direct taxes. ‘The a 
largest single item is the increase of the tax on is nd ue 4 
which is estimated at nearly 26,000,000 Yen a nual. ; ine | 
come and business taxes come next; saké, soy, auger, a at : 
woollen, kerosene and even salt are also ee ‘There 
1s a small revenue (1,770,000 Yen) from increased oustem 


duties. It is interesting to note in this connection that 
it is proposed to increase the import duty on kerosene from 
October lst next, By the terms of the German Convention 
six months previous notice is required before such increas- 
ed duty is levied; but the Japanese Government will in the 
meanwhile levy a consumption tax on the kerosene used in 
the country. 

The ationalization of the tobacco manufacture indus- 
try which was to have been legislated upon in the last ses- 
sion of the Diet is té be introduced again with this impor- 
tant amendment,-- that whereas before only one year's prof- 
it was to be allow#dé. as compensation for “good will" the 
present bill proposes a settlement on the basis of three 
years' profits, This amendment is in line with the repre- 
sentations made by this Legation to the Japanese Goverment 
in December last, as reported in my No, 29 of December 7th, 
and will to a large extent disarm the opposition to the 
measure; though the expediency of placing industrial enter- 
prises under Government control is still doubted in many 
quarters, The estimated net profits of the monopoly,after 
the expenses of establishment have been deducted, is 4,000, 
000 yen. After the first year a profit of 50,000,000 yen 
is anticipated, 

The revenue from retrenchment of expenditures is made 
up by transferring 18,700,000 yen from the ordinary expen- 
ses of the Army and Navy to the special war/account,. The 
remainder is saved from the shipping subsidy, administra- ~ 


tive reforms, and by postponing the construction of rail- 


ways and other public works, | 

The total amount of funds available from all sources 
for war purposes up to March 31, 1905, is 576,000,000 yen, 
of which only 60,000,000 has thus far been expended, It — 
is estimated that Japan's quick and apparently successful . 


oe 


By 
action in obtaining: command of the sea has resulted in a 
saving of at least 100,000,000 yen in the reduction of the 
cost of transportation and expenses which would otherwise 
have been necessary, » 

The national enthusiasm is at such a pitch that the 
Government can confidently expect the adoption of its pro- 
gramme substantially as presented, The only measures like- 
ly to give rise to discussion are the monopoly béilis: (to- 
bacco and salt) and the consumption tax on kerosene oil, 
The two large political parties at the general meetings 
held yesterday , while criticising the conduct of domestic 
and foreign affairs by the present Government and reserving 
to themselves the right to take issue with the administra- 
tion on these points at some convenient time in the, future, 
pledged the Government their support in all measures necess 
sary to the successful conduct of the war, 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


a AM \, tJ {stain ~* 
y 


~ 
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Department of State. 


March I7, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. | 


WA 


Subject:- The Japan-Korea Protocol of February 23, 1904, establish- 
ing Japanese protectorate over the Korean Empire,.--Japan 
will respect Korea's integrity.--Marquis Ito's mission to 
Seoul as special Ambassador.--No political significance, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


CONFIDENTIAL, 
No.6. Marsh I7, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: 


Since my last despatch in relation to the general 
omit 
political situation,(No.48 dated February I8, 1904,) the 


principal event of importance has been the signature ‘the m 

23ed ultimo of a Protocol between Japan and Korea which 

to all intents and purposes establishes a Japanese protec- 

torate over the Korean Empire,(I had the nono tb report>> O agh 
this event to you in my telegram of the 25th. ultimo, ges 
copy of which is appended hereto. on the overieaty A copy 

of the protocol was handed to me by the Minister for For- 

eign Affairs on the 25th ultimo but as he informed me that 

it had been telegraphed in full to the Japanese Minister 

in Washington I refrained from telegraphing it to you, 

The intentions of the Japanese Government with regard 
to Korea seem to be clearly expressed in this Protocol and 
all my information leads me to believe that it has every 
intention of respecting the integrity of the Korean Em- 
pire. As the question is so largely dependent op the outs . 
come of the war any speculation a8 to the future course of 
Japan would seem to have but little value, However I | 
think it may be said that if the matter is ultimately left 
to the decision of the Japanese Government the Empire of 
Korea will remain intact although its administration would 
continue to be under the close Japanese supervision which 
has already begun. The Japanese seem to have Egypt cone 
stantly in mind, 


February 25,1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has hand<« 
ed me the text of a Protocol signed at Seoul on the Twenty- 
-third instant between Japan and Korea establishing a pro- 
tectorate over Korea, The full text has been cabled to the — 


Japanese Minister at Washington and will be presented to you. 


vy him, Griscom, 


— 


A. 


‘/that Marquis Ito was sent on this mission so that the Gov- 


Marquis Ito has been sent to Seoul as a special Am- 
pasesador from the Court of Japan to the Korean Emperor and > 
and left here on the ISth instant. In order to ascertain — 
the exact nature of his mission I made inquiry of Baron 4 
Komura and was informed that it had no political character 
whatever, Marquis Ito represents the Japanese Court, not 

the Government, and he is not in possession of full powers, 
He is the bearer of a friendly message from one Emperor to 
to the other and will remain in Seoul but a week, (I may 


, mention that in official circles it is generally understood 


ernment might be relieved of his presence at the time of 


ithe opening of the Diet and the adoption of the financial 
‘programme described in my Wo. SY of to-day's date. Al- 
though he has ceased his official connection with the Sei 
» the principal political party in 
\Government, yet his close affiliation therewith continues,) 
. ‘There is but little news here of the naval and milie | 
tary operations, We are furnished with bare official re- 
. ports very carefully censored and interesting details are 
generally withheld, However I will endeavor to keep you 
| informed by cable ef the principal actions, The Depart- 
ment will doubtless have noted that to the withdraw- pee 
al of all the Japanese steamships from the various lines 
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Mr, Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


I mm 


CHIEF CLER 
APR 5 1904 


Department of tate. 


Subjecti- Confirming telegrams and transmitting correspondense 
regarding the neutrality of China, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


March I7, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary: of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm your telegram received on 
the I6th instant in relation to the neutrality of China, 


(and to my telegram of to-day in reply thereto, copies of 


which are appended hereto on the overleaf, 


Immediately upon receipt of your telegram I embodied 
the information it contained in a note to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and presented it to him in person, He ex- 
pressed to me his high appreciation of the efforts of the 
Government of the United States in this matter and his 
gratification at the successful outcome, so important in 
the intrest of peace and order in China, 

The note of the Imperial Government in reply to that 
of this Legation has now been received and copies of both 
are transmitted herewith. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ley Lessee tat. 


ENCLOSURES:=- I, Mr. Griscom to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
March I6, 1904, 
II, Minister for Foreign Affairs to Mr, Griscon, 
March I7, 1904, 


‘ 
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Telegram received, 


Washington, March 15, 1904, 
Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 

Fifteenth. In ansver to a telegraphic instruc- 
tion I addressed to him Minister Conger cables me to- 
day that Chinese Government, grateful for the friendly 
interest shown by the United States, is resolved to main- 
tain an attitude of strict neutrality and that provoca- 


tion will not be afforded eéther belligerent, 
Hay. 


Telegram sent, 


Tokio, March 17, 1904, 


Secstate, Washington, 

I am in receipt of a Note from the Japanese 
Government as follows:- The Imperial Government, desir- 
ing that the present war may be confined to the original 
belligerents and being, moreover, extremely solicitous 
regarding the effect of the conflict upon the Chinese 
Government and people, were highly gratified to learn of 
the successful issue of the efforts of the United States 
in the interest of peace and order in China, 


Griscom, 


Enclosure No. Griscom's No.¢j of March /#, 1904. 


United States Tegation, 
Tokio, March 16, 1904, 


His Excellency, 


Baron Komura Jutaro, 


etc., etc., etc 


RES a 
Monsieur le Ministre, 


I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that Mr. 
Conger, Minister of the United States at Peking, has ine 
formed the Department of State at Washington that the Chine 
ese Government, grateful for the friendly interest shown 
by the United States, is resolved to maintain an attitude 
of strict neutrality, and that provocation will not be 
offered either belligerent. 


I avail myself etc., etc., etc., 


( Sed) Lloyd C. Griscom. 


. 7 
, 


. 


JL ZEnectosure with Mr. Griscom's No.G/ of March J , 1904, 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, March 17, 1904, 


His Excellency 
Lioyd C. Griscom, 


etc., etc., etc., 
Monsteur le Mini stre, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of Your Excellency's note of ithe 16th instant re- 
specting the neutrality of China. 

In reply I hasten to assure Your Excellency that the 
Imperial Government, desiring that the present war may be 
confined to the original belligerents, and being, moreover, 
extremely solicitous regarding the effect of the conflict 
upon the Chinese Government and people, were highly grate 
ified to learn of the successful issue of the efforts of 
the United States in the interest of peace and order in 


China. 
I avail myself etc etc  6tc 


(Sgd) Baron Komra Jutaro, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


\ 


\ §nelosure with Mr, Grigcom' a March” , 1904, 


i 21, 1904, | 


A birLUmai iy 
MAY 23 1964 
- Mr. Griscon, » Oe . 
c 
J BUREAY oe 


I beg that as guardian of the Go¥ernment's property at 


Legation you will be good enough to bring to the Department's 
attention the urgent need of et repairs to the secretary's 
se, and will request them to authorize the expenditure of 

he necessary money, 

Mr, Gardiner, the architect, has examined the house, and ft 
sive below the results, If the sum mentioned could be spent 
vpon it now its ordinary proportion of the annual repair fund 
vould doubtless suffice to keep it in repair in the future, 

as it now is, a special expenditure is really needed, 

The secretary's house urgently requires repairs costing 
about 1000. yen (#500, U. S. gold), as follows: 

A small item to convert three useless spaces into a room 
and to add a bath-room, 

The roof leaks in several of the rooms, and this cannot be 
patched because an examination has shown that the roof beneath 
the tiles has rotted, the tiles need reSetting, and, in short, 
the roof must be done over. 

The house has not been painted for a great many years, 


Meanwhile the main buildings have been painted twice, Conse=- 


quently, paint is badly nee@ed as a protection and to give the 


hpuse a decent appearance, | 
Hoping there may be no difficulty in getting hese repairs 
authorized in the near future, I remain, dear Mr, Griscom, 
Yours very sincerely, 


ne Hon, Lleyd C, Griscom, 
American Minister, 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED 
TOKIO, JAPAN 
. 


APR 29 1904 


Wr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject:- Further appligations for foreign military 
officers to follow the Japanese army cannot be 


considered, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


March 24, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


TI have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a 
Note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs stating that 
further applications for Foreign Military Officers to 
accompany the Japanese Army in the field cannot be con- 
sidered, qwing to the large number already granted, 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


4, 


ENCLOSURE:= Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, March 23 1904, (Copy) 
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mclosure with Mr, Griscom's No,62 of March 24, 


( Copy 
Translation. wees: 
No. 226 
Department of Yoreign Affairs, 
Tokio, March 23, 1904, 


His Excellency 
Lloyd C. Griscon, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I have 
just received a communication from the Minister of War stating 
that the number of foreign Military Officers requesting to 
accompany the Imperial Army in the field has reached to such 2 
figure that he will find it very difficult for the present to 
give satisfactions if their mamber were increased any more. 
‘Inder the circumstances, General Terauchi shall be obliged to 
decline, to his great regrets, all further applications beyond 
those already made by the different Governments. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Excel- 


lency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Signed: Raron Komra Jutaro, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, | ; 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. APR 99 1904 


TOKIO, JAPAN 


March 25, 1904, 


nl 


| Uir OWA 146 4 
APR 29 1904 


DREAU. | 
‘ 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay, 


Subject:- Only one Military and one Naval Attache desired 


by the Japanese Government for each Legation, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No.3. March 25, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 

Referring to the Department's telegraphic instruction 
of the 135th ultimo regarding the desired appointment of 
Lieutenant I. V, Gillis, Us S. N., as additiénal Naval 
Attaché to this Legation, I have the honor to transmit 
herewith a copy of a Note from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs wherein he states that his Government, desiring 
to limit the number of Military and Naval Attaches to 
each Legation, to one officer only for each service, re- 
gret their inability to comply with the Department's re- 
quest. - | 

However, as reported in my despatch of the I2th ins 
stant, the Japanese Government will be most happy to at- 
tach Lieutenant Gillis to the Imperial Head Quarters. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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ENCLOSURE:-Copy of note from Baron Komura to Mr.Griscom, —< 22, 


Enclosure with Mr, Griscom's No, 65, of March 25, 1904, 


( Copy ) 
Translation. 
No. 2le 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, March 22, 1904, 


His Excellency 
Lloyd C. Griscom, 
Envoy Zxtraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 


of the United States of America. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 


I have the honor to acknoledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note No. 42, dated 15th February requesting the 
recognition of Lieutenant I. V. Gillis, U. 5. N. as naval 
attaché to your “Legation. In reply I beg to state it being 
the desire of the Imperial Government to limit the number of 
military or naval attachésto each Legation, to one officer only 
for each service, they regret very much that they are unable 
to comply with your request. Lieut. Gillis, however, will 
be attached to the Imperial Head Quarters as cormmmnicated to 
you in my note of the 25th ultimo, and as much facilities aA 
as possible shall be extended to him. 

TI avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 


Fxcellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 
Minister for Poreign Affairs. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


byl iJ Pin 


March 25, 1904, 


apr 30 1964 | 


BUREAT 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subjecti- Intelligence Bureau for Prisoners-of-War, 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


APR 29 1904 
March 25, 1904, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to transmit enclosed herewith a 
copy of a note received by this Legation from the Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs, and my reply thereto, relat- 
ing to the establishment by the Japanese Government of 
the Intelligence Bureau for Prisoners-of-War in accord- 
ance with the Convention concerning the Laws and Customs 
of War on Land concluded at The Hague on July 29, 1899, 

I have the honor to inform you that the functions 
of this Bureau have already begun, the rules governing 
the same having been promulgated by an Imperial ordin- 
ance under date of february 22, 1904, Its operation will 
regulate the dispatch and receipt of letters, money-or- 
ders,valuables, and parcels-post articles by prisoners- 
of-war, the privilege of exemption from postal fees and 
Government charges of all kinds being granted in pursu- 
ance of the provisions prescribed by the Gonvention in 
question, 

The Japanese Government has also taken the neces- 


sary steps to notify the public of the exemption from 


any railway charges on Government lines, of such gifts 


and relief sent or received by such prisoners, 
I have the honor to be, © : 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Cla Charen. 


Enclosure No, 1, with Mr. @riscoms No.G4,of March 25-1904, 


Copy. 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, March 13, 1904, 


His Excellency 
Lloyd 6, Grisconm, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America, 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the 
Imperial Government have just established the Intelli- 
gence Bureau for prisoners-of-war in accordance with the 
Convention concerning the faws and @ustoms of War on Land 
concluded at The Hague on 29th July 1899; that the rules 
concerning thereto were promulgated by the Imperial Ordi- 
nance Mo,44 of this year (22, February 1904) and the func- 
tions thereof have already been commenced; and that, in 
consequence, Postal as well as Money Order regulations 
for prisoners-of-war were established by the Bepartment- 
of-Communication-Order Nos. 13 and 14 of this year (3 
March 1904), pursuant to the provisions in the regula- 
tions appended to the aforesaid convention that postal 
articles to be despatched from the said Intelligence 
Gureau and letters, money-orders, valuables, and parcel- 
post-articles to be despatched or received by prisoners- 
of-war shall enjoy the privilege of being exempted from 
postal charges and that articles of gifts or relief for 
prisoners-of-war shall be free from all duties and from 
any charges on Government Railways. I may add that the 
necessary steps have also been taken to notify the ae 
lie of the “ee of articles of ow tek one relief 
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mentioned from any railway charges on Government lines. 


I avail Etc. 


Signed: Baron Komura gutaro, 


Minister for Boreign Affairs. 


COPY, 


22, 1904, 


To His Excellency 

The Baron Komura Jutaro, 

His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Monsieur le Ministre: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's note of the 13 instant conveying the 
information that His Imperial Majesty's Government has 
just established the Intelligence Bureau for Prisoners- 
of-War in accordance with the Convention concluded at The 
Hague:on July 29, I899, and that its functions have already 
begun. 

I have had pleasure in at once communicating this 


information to my Government to whom it will doubtless be 


a matter of satisfaction, 
I avail myself etc., 


Sigened:- Lloyd C, Griscom 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


March 31, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- Confirming telegram relating to Prince PuLun, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No. 6S March l3l, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State. 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm my telegram dated the 
30, instant, sent at the request of the Chinese Minister, 
and relating to the departure for San Prancisco on the 
date mentioned, of His Imperial Chinese Highness Prince 
Pu Lun, reading as follows: 

"Sectstate, March 30,1904, 
"Washington, 
"Chinese Prince Pu Lun sailed today steamer Gal- 

"lic for San Francisco, He asked that authorities be noti- 


"fied at San Francisco and also Honolulu where he remains 


"one day, 
"S'gd. Griscom,"* 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ack. and file! 


LEGATION OF THE UNTTED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


} Gw LOMA TIC { 


apr SY i904 


BUREAU | 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject: - The work of the special session of the Diet, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No, bé April 2, 1904, 


To the Honorable John yay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


I have the honor to report that the special session 
of the Diet which was opened by the Emperor in person on 
March 20 was formally closed on the Soth, I transmit here- 
with copy of the speech of the Emperor at the formal open- 
ing; and also copies of the remarks of the Prime Minister, 
introducing the Government financial measures, and of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs laying before the House the 
correspondence relating to the negotiations between Japan 
and Russia ( translation copy enclosed), 

As anticipated, all the Government bills for increased 
taxation described in my No, 59 of the 17th ultimo were 
passed en bloc with only minor amendments, which’ were acceép- 
ted by the Government. The reductions effected by the 
changes, amounting to but little over six million yen, 
will be made up by administrative economies and by divert- 
ing funds from other sources, 


With the exception of the Tobacco Monopoly Bill re- 


ported separately in my No, sf the only other measure of 


importance as affecting American interests was a consuUmp- 

tion tax on kerosene oil, The Government's proposal was 

to fix the tax on kerosene in cans at a higher rate than > 

that on oil in bulk, which, as pointed out by Mr, Copmann, ; 
Agent of the Standard 011 Company, would practically amount 
to a discrimination against American oil in favor of Rus- 
sian,-- the former being generally sold in tins , the late 

ter in bulk, As a result of my representations to the 


Minister for Foreign Affairs the bill was altered so as to 
impose 


impose a uniform tax of 3.2 sen per gallon on the oil whe- 
ther cased or uncased. This solution was accepted as sat- 
isfactory by the American interests concerned, Notice has 
veen given that the import duty on kerosene oil will be 
increased on October list, next, be twenty per cent. ad val- 
orem , at which time the consumption tax will be abolished, 
The new sonsumption tax is therefore an ingenious method | 
of evading the clause of the German Protocol which necessi - 
tates six months notice of any modifications in the General 
Statutory Tariff. 

The last act of the House was to pass, unanimously and 
with great enthusiasm, a resolution pledging themselves to 
vote without reluctance the funds necessary for the success 
ful prosecution of the war no matter how long it might be 
continued. The Prime Minister in replying to the resolu- 
tion promised that the Government would spare no efforts 
to bring the war to a successful termination and restore 
the benefits of peace, 

T have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


-_ ‘ 
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Enclosures: 


1. Copy of Imperial Speech at opening of Diet, 
2. Premier's specch ‘ " 2 e 


5S. Minister for Foreign Affairs' remarks, presenting 
Japan - Dacca: cervoiniiionnn, 
Correspondence relating to the negotiations be- 
tween Japan and Russia, 


Enclosure No.l with Mr. Griscom's No, 66, of April 2,1904, 


SPEECH FROM THE THRONE, 


We hereby open the Imperial Diet and inform the members 
of the House of Peers and of the House of Representatives 
that: 

It gives Us profound satisfaction that Our relations 
with the Treaty Powers are steadily growing in cordiality 
and good enéorstenéine. 

Prompted by the desire to maintain peace in the Far 
East, Our Government, by Our command, entered into negotia- 
tions with Russia, but We regret that, owing to the want 
of sincerity on the part of Russia in her peaceful profes- 
sions, We have been compelled to appeal to arms, That 
step having been taken, there can be no pause until the 
object of the war is achieved. Our forces in the presence 
of hardship amd suffering, are displaying loyalty and val- 
or and We trust that all the people of Our Empire will co- 
operate in perfect unity to enhance the country's glory. 

We have directed Our Ministers to submit certain ur- 
gency ordinances and drafts of law having reference to the 
situation, and We look to you to comply with Our purpose 
by bringing to your deliberations a spirit of harmony and 


conciliation, 


DR clatsans T2140 ow Dre's corens 7-664 rent 2, e109 | 


Sire by tiie ean abies 
relations with the Treaty Powers, and 
respecting their legitimate rights and in- 
terests, is the established national policy 
of the Empire. But owing to the fact 
that the schemes and actions of Russia 
in Manchuria and Korea were wholly 
incompatible with this policy, the Im. 
perial Government, by the command of 
His Majesty, engaged from July last in 


already all the world has fully recog: 


pized the justice and patience uniformly 
exercised by the Japanese Government 
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gested the tranfer of the seat | ne : 
tious to Tokyo, The Imperial Govern- 
ment, however, not only from the 
ideration that the progress of the 
agotinthi would be facilitated by eon- 
Jucting them at the Russian capital, bat 
» in view of the changes rough 

he Rene Sl 

ion in Manchuria and the e 
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raid that the transfer of | ay 
negotiations to Tokyo would 

» a satisfactory understanding, They 


cordingly repeatedly 
“y a 


or i Foreign A@hirs was insletent, 
igning as the reason for his attitude ‘tude 
Tsar's contemplated trip abroad, 
Again, when the Imperial Govern-| 
nent requested the Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to accept in’ 
r proposals as the basis of | 
1 only agreed to take them in gonjane- 
ion with the Russian | | 
nent, deeming it disadvantageous to 
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Translation. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


REGARDING 


THE NEGOTIATIONS 


JAPAN AND RUSSIA. 


(1908—1904) 


Presented to the Imperial Diet, March 1904. 


A 


Translation. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


REGARDING 


THE NEGOTIATIONS 


JAPAN AND RUSSIA. 


(1908—1904) 
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Baren Komura 


Mr. Kurino 
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Baron Komura 
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Mr. Kurino 


Baron Komura 


Mr. Kurino 


Baron Komura 
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Mr. Kurino 
Baron Komura 


Mr. Kurino 


Baron Komura 


Mr. Kurino 


Baron Komura 


Mr. Kurino 


Baron Komura 


Mr. Kurino 


Baron Komura 


Su Bs ect. 


| Instructions to ascertain views of Russian Government | 


on opening of negotiations for arriving at an under- 
standing between Japan and Russia respecting Man- 
churia and Corea 


Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has personally no 
objection but must first obtain the Emperor's sanction .. 


Proposals to be presented by Imperial Government 
Count Lamsdorff authorized to open negotiations 
Instructions to present Japanese Proposals 
Japanese Proposals handed to Count Lamsdorff 


| Count Lamsdorff proposes to transfer seat of negotiations 


to Tokio 
Instructions to oppose transfer of seat of negotiations 
Count Lamsdorff persists in his proposal 


Instructions 1) to further oppose the proposal to transfer 
seat of negotiations and 2) to make Japanese Proposals 
basis of negotiations 

Count Lamsdorff objects thereto 


Further instructions to continue negotiations at St. 
Petersburg and to make Japanese Proposals basis of 


Count Lamsdorff contends that the Japanese Proposals. 
and Russian Counter-Proposals should be made basis 
and that negotiations should be carried on at Tokio .. 


Instructions to agree to the above and to ask for early 
presentation of Russian Counter-Proposals 


Baron Rosen and Admiral Alexieff have already received 
necessary instructions in the matter 


Baron Rosen leaves for Port Arthur to consult with | 
Admiral Alexieff : 


Russian Counter-Proposals presented by Baron Rosen .. 
Opening of negotiations with Baron Rosen | 
Amendments to the Russian Counter-Proposals .... 


Substance of interview with Russian Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in accordance with the above instruc- 
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Baron Komura 


Mr. Kurino 
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Dare. 


1903 


Nov. 


Su BJ Ber. 


Substance of interview with Count Lamedorff respecting | 
Japanese definitive amendments 


Instructions to request that Baron Rosen be immediately | 
instructed to proceed with negotiations 


Result of interview with Count Lamsdorff concerning the 
above instructions 


Instractions to ask Count Lamsedorff if steps have been 
taken to instruct Baron Rosen 


Count Lamsdorff has postponed audience with eeceey 
on account of Empress’ indisposition 


Instructions to impress upon Russian Government imn- 
portance of speedy solution of pending questions 


Russian Government are still communicating with Ad- 
miral Alexieff 


Count Lamedorff replies that he will represent to Emper- 
or the necessity of speedy solution of pending questions 
and inform result thereof 


Informed by Count Lamsdorff that Imperial orders have 
already been given to Admiral Alexieff and Baron 
Rosen to continue negotiations on the basis of Russian 
amended Counter-Proposals presented by the Admiral. . 


Russian amended Counter-Proposals presented by Baron 


Instructions to present Note Verbale requesting re- 
consideration of Russian Government respecting the 
seope of the proposed arrangement and informing 
Count Lamsdorff of amendments deemed necessary by 
Imperial Government 


Presentation of the above Note Verbale 


Interviewed Count Lamsdorff and asked him what action 
had been taken by Russian Government in respect of 
the above Note Verbale 


Russian reply presented by Baron Rosen 


Instructions to hand to Count Lamadorff a Note Verbale 
confirming observations made to Baron Rosen in re- 
gard to Russian reply 


Instructions to inquire of Count Lamedorff respecting 
reply of Russian Government to the above Note Ver 


Result of interview with Count Lamsdorff in accordance | 
with the above instructions | 


Instructions to) call on Count Lamsdorff and press for 
reply of Russian Government to the above Note Verbale. | 


Reply of Count Lamsdorff to the above and his inquiry 


respecting reported landing of large enn forces 
and quantity of arms in Corea . 
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ascertain truth of report about massing of Russian | 
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nature of Russian reply and date of its presentation .. 
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Mr Kurino Baron Komura | Feb. _ Reply of Count Lamsdorff expressing inability to give | 
exact date ; | 


es >, eee © 


taron Komura Mr. Kurimo 5 | Instructions to present to Count Lamadorff a note detlar 
ing that the Imperial Government have decided to 
terminate the pending negotiations and that they re 
serve to themselves the right to take independent 
action for the purpose of self-defence and protection of 
their rights and interests 


Instructions to inform Russian Government of the sever 
ance of diplomatic relations and withdrawal of the | 
Legation from Russian capital 


Mr. Kurino Baron Komura | Substance of Russian reply already telegraphed to Ad- | 
miral Alexieff and Count Lamedorff's observations on 
contents thereof 


6 | Has presented official notes on termination of negotia- | 


| tions and on rupture of diplomatic relations with 
| EA sbovcsitavees 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RHUARDING 


THE NEGOTIATIONS 


BETWEEN 


JAPAN AND RUSSIA. 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, July 28th, 1908. 


(‘Telegram.) 


THE Japanese Government have observed with close attention the development 
of affairs in Manchuria, and they view with grave concern the present situation there. 
So long as there were grounds for hope that Russia would carry out her engagement 
to China and her assurances to other Powers on the subject of the evacuation of 
Manchuria, the Japanese Government maintained an attitude of watchful reserve. 
But the recent action of Russia in formulating new demands in Peking and in 


consolidating rather than relaxing her hold on Manchuria compels belief that she has 


abandoned the intention of retiring from Manchuria, while her increased activity 


along the Corean frontier is such as to raise doubts regarding the limits of her 
ambition. The unrestrained permanent occupation of Manchuria by Russia would 
create a condition of things prejudicial to the security and interest of Japan. Such 
occupation would be destructive of the principle of equal opportunity and in impair- 
ment of the territorial integrity of China. But, what is of still more serious 
moment to the Japanese Government, Russia stationed on the flank of Corea would 
he a constant menace to the separate existence of that Empire, and in‘any event 
it would make Russia the dominant power in Corea. Corea is an important 
outpost in Japan’s line of defence, and Japan consequently considers the indepen- 
dence of Corea absolutely essential to her own repose and safety. Japan possesses 
paramount political as well as commercial and industrial interests and influence in 


Corea, which, having regard to her own security, she cannot consent to surrender 


”) 


to, or share with, any other Power. The Japanese Government have given the 
matter their most serious consideration and have resolved to approach the Russian 
Government in a spirit of conciliation and frankness with a view to the conclusion of 
an understanding designed to compose questions which are at this time the cause 
of just and natural anxiety ; and in the estimation of the Japanese Government, the 
moment is opportune for making the attempt to bring about the desired adjustment. 

The Japanese Government, reposing confidence in your judgment and discretion, 
have decided to place these delicate negotiations in your hands. It is the wish of the 
Japanese Government to place their present invitation to the Russian Government 
entirely on an official footing, and you are accordingly instructed to open the question 
hy presenting to Count Lamsdorff a Note Verbale to the following effect: 

“The Imperial Japanese Government, believing that the Imperial Russian 

Government share with them the desire to remove from the relations of the two 
Empires every cause of future misunderstanding, would be glad to enter with 
the Imperial Russian Government upon examination of the condition of affairs 
in the Extreme East where their interests meet, with a view to a definition of 
their respective special interests in those regions. If, as is confidently hoped, 
this suggestion meets approval in principle, the Imperial Japanese Government 
will be prepared to present to the Imperial Russian Government their views as 
to the nature and scope of the proposed understanding.” 

In presenting the foregoing note to Count Lamsdorff, you will be careful to 
make him understand that our purposes are entirely friendly, but that we attach great 
importance to the subject. You will present the note to Count Lamsdorff as soon as 
possible, and keep me fully informed regarding the steps taken by you under this 


instruction; and immediately upon the receipt of an affirmative reply from the 


Russian Government, the substance of our proposals will be telegraphed to you. 


No. 2. 


Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, July 31st, 1905. 
Received, August 2nd, __,, 
(Telegram.) 
YOUR Excellency’s telegram of the 28th instant was duly received. In accord- 
ance with the instructions contained therein, I saw Count Lamsdorff to-day and, 
before handing to His Excellency the Note Verbale, T stated substantially as follows : 
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The condition of affairs in the Far East is becoming more and more 
complicated, and unless something be done at present with the view of 
removing all causes of misunderstanding between Japan and Russia, the 
relations of the two countries will increase in difficulty, entailing nothing but 
disadvantages to both countries. Under the circumstances, the Imperial Gov- 
ernment, fully animated by a spirit of frankness and conciliation, have decided 
to approach the Imperial Russian Government with a view to arrive at an 
understanding. 

I then handed to him the Note Verbale, saying that I was so instructed. After 
le had seen it, I expressed my ardent hope that the Russian Government would 
share the above view in the same spirit. Count Lamsdorff said that he was 
perfectly satisfied with the decision of the Japanese Government, for, as he had said 
to me very often, an understanding between the two countries is not only desirable, 
but is the best policy; should Russia and Japan enter into full understanding, 


no one would in future attempt to sow the seeds of discord between the two coun- 


tries. So far as he was concerned, he was, he said, in perfect accord with the view 


of the Japanese Government; but he wished to see the Emperor on the subject before 
a definite answer was given. He expects to see the Emperor next Tuesday, and 


promised to give me an answer on the following day. He added that the Emperor 


would surely approve the matter. 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, August 3rd, 1903. 
(Telegram. ) 
IN reference to my telegram of the 28th July, the Japanese Government, after 
viving most serious consideration to the condition of affairs in those centres where 
the interests of the two Powers meet, have decided to propose the following as the 
basis of an understanding between Japan and Russia. 
“1. Mutual engagement to respect the independence and territorial integ- 
rity of the Chinese and Corean Empires and to maintain the principle of 
equal opportunity for the commerce and industry of all nations in those 


countries. 
“2. Reciprocal recognition of Japan’s preponderating interests in Corea 
and Russia’s special interests in railway enterprises in Manchuria, and of the 
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right of Japan to take in Corea and of Russia to take in Manchuria such 
measures us may be necessary for the protection of their respective interests as 
above defined, subject, however, to the provisions of Article I of this Agree- 
ment. 

“3. Reciprocal undertaking on the part of Russia and Japan not to 
impede development of those industrial and commercial activities respectively 
of Japan in Corea and of Russia in Manchuria, which are not inconsistent 
with the stipulations of Article I of this Agreement. 

“ Additional engagement on the part of Russia not to impede the eventual 
extension of the Corean railway into southern Manchuria so as te connect 
with the East China and Shan-hai-kwan-Newchwang lines. 

“4. Reciproeal engagement that in case it is found necessary to send troops 
by Japan to Corea, or by Russia to Manchuria, for the purpose either of 
protecting the interests mentioned in Article IL of this Agreement, or of 
suppressing insurrection or disorder calculated to create international com- 
plications, the troops so sent are in no case to exceed the actual number required 
and are to be forthwith recalled as soon as their missions are accomplished. 

“5. Recognition on the part of Russia of the exclusive right of Japan to 
give advice and assistance in the interest of reform and good government in 
Corea, including necessary military assistance. 

“6. This Agreement to supplant all previous arrangements between Japan 
and Russia respecting Corea.” 

In handing the foregoing project to Count Liamsdorff, you will say that it is 
presented for the consideration of the Russian Government in the firm belief that it 
may be found to serve as a basis upon which to construct satisfactory arrangement 
between the two Governments, and you will assure Count Lamsdorff that any 
amendment or suggestion he may find it necessary to offer will receive the immediate 
and friendly consideration of the Japanese Government. It will not be necessary 
for you to say much in elucidation of the separate items of the project as they are 
very largely self-explanatory; but you might point out that the project taken as 
a whole will be found to be but little more than the logical and essential development — 
and extension of the-principles already recognized by the two Governments, or of 
conditions embodied in the engagements which the project is designed to supplant. 

The foregoing instruction is sent to you in anticipation that the answer to the 
Note Verbale presented by you will be favourable; but you will not act on that 
instruction until you receive further instructions which will be given after you have 
communicated to me the answer to the Note Verbale. 
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No. 4. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, August 5th, 1903. 
Received, ge 


‘Telegram. ) 


*. 


COUNT Lamadorff says he is authorized by the Emperor to open negotiations 
with me on the subject of the Note Verbale. 


No. 5. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, August 6th, 1903. 
Telegram.) 


IN reference to your telegrams dated the Ist and 5th instant, you will state 
to Count Lamsdorff that the Imperial Government fully appreciate the friendly spirit 


with which the Russian Government received the proposal of the Japanese Govern- 


ment to enter upon negotiations with regard to an understanding between the two 
countries, and then present at once the project to the Russian Government in accord- 


ance with instructions contained in my telegram of the Ist instant. 


‘Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, August 12th, 1903. 
Received, —— 14th, ” 
Telegram.) 


COUNT .Lamsdorff, being now very much occupied, could not receive me until 


to-day, when I handed to His Excellency the proposed project in English in 
accordance with your instructions. I added that the longer the conclusion of an 
accord is postponed the more difficult will it become, as the condition of affairs in 
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the Far East is now getting more and more complicated. I asked him to hasten the 


matter as much as possible. He said he would examine the project with care, 


Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, August 24th, 1903. 
Received, - 25th,” ,, 
(Telegram. ) 

COUNT Lamsdorff received me yesterday by special arrangement, and I asked 
his views as well as the attitude of the Russian Government regarding our proposals, 
adding that the Japanese Government are now impatiently waiting for a reply. He 
said that he had studied the project seriously, but that the Emperor having been 
absent over a week on account of the manoeuvres, he had been unable to take any 
steps in the matter; but he asked my opinion about transferring the negotiations to 
Tokio as there were many details which would have to be referred to Admiral 
Alexieff. I said to him that the Japanese Government having confided the matter 
to me, [ should prefer to proceed with it, but that I was willing to communicate hid 
opinion to vou. 

He stated that he has already sent copy of our project to Port Arthur with the 
view of obtaining the opinion of Admiral Alexieff. After such conversation, he said 
the question of Japanese railway enterprise in Manchuria would be difficult, but upon 
all other points perhaps the Russian Government would be able to come to an under- 
standing. I said that in order to arrive at a satisfactory understanding, mutual con- 
cessions as well as a spirit of conciliation are necessary and that the Japanese Govern- 
ment would be prepared to give favourable consideration if any suggestions should be 


made by C‘ount Lamedcorfft. 


No. &. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, August 26th, 1903. 


(Telegram. ) 


IN reference to your telegram of the 24th instant, you will say to Count Lams- 
dorff that the Japanese Government would prefer to continue negotiations in St. 
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Petersburg, believing that by so doing, the work will be greatly facilitated. You 
vin add that there are no details to be considered in connection with pending negotia- 
tions, Which require local knowledge, and that the Japanese Government, having 
placed the negotiation in your hand, would dislike to make any change. You will 
<1y to Count Lamsdorff that the Japanese Government are anxiously awaiting a 
definite reply from his Government to their proposals, and you will continue to use 


cyvery endeavour to obtain from him such a reply as soon as possible. 


No. 9. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, August 27th, 1903. 
Received, ~~ woth, 


* 


‘Telegram. ) 


I saw Count Lamsdorff to-day on the subject of your telegram dated the 26th 


instant. He said he had audience of the Emperor last Tuesday, and was told that 
His Majesty desires very much the early conclusion of an entente satisfactory for 
both countries, and expressed his wish to conduct the negotiations at Tokio so 
ix to expedite the matter. Then Count Lamsdorff added that the Emperor is to 
leave here for the country next Monday, and then for foreign countries for some time, 
and at the same time the Ministers concerned would be absent from St. Petersburg. 
Consequently, negotiations in Tokio would be much the easier and quicker way of 
concluding the matter. I said, referring to my conversation with Count Lamsdorff of 
ithe 23rd instant, that the proposed understanding involved mostly questions of 
principles and polities rather than details, and consequently that the continuation of 
negotiations at St. Petersburg would be proper and at the same time the quickest 
way to arrive at a satisfactory understanding. He repeated what he had just said 
ind insisted upon his proposition. | 

Under the citeumstances, I think it hardly possible to change the course now 
proposed by Count Lamsdorff under authority of the Emperor. I also think that 
negotiations at Tokio would entail many disadvantageous consequences ; and definite 
instruction for the further course is awaited. | 


No. 10. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, August 29th, 1903. 
(Telegram. ) 

IN reference to your telegram of the 27th instant, you will say to Count 
Lamsdorff that the Japanese Goyernment still think that negotiation will be 
facilitated if continugd in St. Petersburg since the negotiations relate to principles 
and not details; and you will add that he and you haying been duly authorized in 
the matter and the proposals of Japan having been presented to him, the Japanese 
Government had supposed that the seat of negotiation had been agreed to. You will 
accordingly urge upon Count Lamsdorff the desire of Japanese Government to continue 
the negotiations in St. Petersburg, and express a hope that his Government will 
reconsider the question. You will also say that the Japanese Government presume 
they are justified in assuming from the proposal to transfer negotiations to Tokio, 
that our proposals are in principle acceptable to the Russian Government as the 


basis of negotiations. 


No. 11. 


Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, August 3ist, 1903, - 
Received, September 2nd, __,, 
(Telegram. ) 

I saw Count Lamsdorff to-day and explained fully the purport of your telegram 
of the 29th instant. The substance of his reply is as follows: 

He said that the negotiations relate to principles, but principles must be decided 
upon examination of local and practical questions. Accordingly the Russian 
Government desired to transfer the discussions to Tokio on account of the necessity of 
consultation with Admiral Alexieff, and also to manifest a sense of deference to Japan 
as the proposal had been made by her, and that the acceptance of the proposal at St. 
Petersburg does not signify that the seat of negotiations should be at the same place. 
He added that the proposal to transfer the negotiations to Tokio does not necessarily | 
mean that our proposals are acceptable to the Russian Government, as bases for nego- 
tiations could not be determined without’ reference to practical questions concerning 
which Baron Rosen and Admiral Alexieff have much better knowledge than he 


himself. 


. 
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I urged as my opinion that this being the most important question of high 
polities between our two countries, perhaps the Emperor had much to decide, and 
consequently it would be very convenient if the negotiations were conducted at St. 
Petersburg, and wished his serious reconsideration of the question of transfer as 
such reconsideration is much desired by the Japanese Government. I objected also 
to the suggestion of transfer on the ground that the question relates to principles 
as well as to the direction of international political concerns which may not be 
within the powers conferred upon Admiral Alexieff. If I remember rightly, I said, 
| understand that his authority is limited to mere questions of local administration. 
He said that on this question Admiral Alexieff would only be consulted and decide 
nothing, and added that he, Count Lamsdorff, is also desirous to settle the question 
as quickly as possible, and that is the reason why he suggested the transfer. The 
Russian Counter-Proposals are being prepared by persons having local knowledge, 
consequently the transfer of negotiations to Tokio would expedite the matter. 
Should the negotiations be conducted at St. Petersburg, he would be obliged to 
attend to the matter personally with me; but this autumn he has to be long absent 
from the city on account of his attendance upon the Emperor. In case of his 
journey to Vienna and Rome, he may also visit a certain foreign country and would 
be liable to be frequently interrupted in the negotiations. But in case of negotia- 
tions at Tokio, he could direct them by telegraph, and telegrams from Tokio could 
always follow him wherever he might happen to be; besides, he said, as we know 
very well, the Russian way of conducting business here is not very expeditious. 
At the conclusion, he said he is to have audience of the Emperor to-day, and will 
explain to him the reasons why an early understanding between the two countries 
is desirable as mentioned by me; and he promised to repeat to His Majesty the 
special desire of the Japanese Government to conduct the negotiations at Bt, 


Petersburg; but he added that no change of view on the subject could be expected. 


No, 12, 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, September 2nd, 1903. 
( Telegram.) 


IN reference to your telegram of the 31st ultimo, you will say to Count 
Lamsdorff that it being the acknowledged desire of both Powers to arrive at an 
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understanding as_soon as possible, the Japanese Government fear that discussions 
would be greatly protracted if the negotiations were now to be transferred to Tokio 
without some accepted basis for negotiations; and you will add that the Japanese 
Government, having presented their proposals in concrete form to the Ritssian 
Government, believe that negotiations, wherever conducted, would be greatly facilitat- 
ed if the Russian Government were primarily to announee whether such proposals 
can in principle he accepted as the basis for negotiations. The Japanese Government 
do not understand that the acceptance of those proposals as such basis would exclude 
amendments that might be regarded as necessary. On the contrary, such acceptance 
would merely fix a definite point of departure which is desirable in all negotiations 
and very important in the present case. You will use every endeavour to secure 


the desired announcement from the Russian Government. 


No. 15. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


St. Petersburg, September 5th, 1903. 
Received, a Oe. sus 
(Telegram. ) 

| saw Count Lamsdorff yesterday. With the view of preventing any mis- 
understanding about the sense of the instruction contained in your telegram of the 


2nd instant and also with the view of impressing upon the Russian Government the 


feeling of importance placed by the Japanese Government on the matter, I prepared 


a Note Verbale which I handed tohim. We then had a rather prolonged discussion 
on the question. The substance of his remarks is as follows :— 

According to his ex perience of 40 years in the Foreign Office, negotiations of an 
international character had always been conducted on the proposals of one Power 
together with the reply of the other, and it was not usual to accept the proposition of — 
one Power as the sole basis of negotiations, Baron Rosen had already. been commanded 
by the Emperor to study seriously the proposition of the Japanese Government, and 
at the same time to prepare and elaborate Counter-Proposals in consultation with 
Admiral Alexieff, and, if the Japanese Government were willing to enter into 
negotiation, to commence immediately the pourparlers adopting the propositions of the 
Japanese Government and the Russian Counter-Proposals as the basis of negotiations. 
I said during the discussion that if the Russian Government were really animated 
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hy a desire to enter into a satisfactory arrangement with Japan, I should deem it 
highly necessary that the Russian Government should instruct their nego- 
tiators to adopt as the basis the Japanese proposals, or at least the essential principles 
thereof so as to facilitate the attainment of the object of the negotiation, for I am 
inclined to doubt if Admiral Alexieff is disposed to enter into negotiations with 
Japan in a spirit of conciliation which is of prime necessity in order to arrive at a 
-atisfactory understanding. He said that when he received our project there were 
only two courses open for Russia to take, either to reject our proposals. or to enter 
into negotiations on them. The Russian Government have adopted the latter 
course ; this does not, however, signify acceptance of our project in its entirety or in 
principle; but having agreed to the proposition toenter into an enfente, they have 
decided to examine the propositions and to prepare Counter-Proposals so that the 
two might be used as the basis of negotiations. Besides, he said that in our project 
there are certain clauses which could not be reconciled with Russian interests, and 
others which require modifications; and he could not say that the Russian Govern- 
ment accepted our proposals even in principle as basis, but only in conjunction with 
their Counter-Proposals. 

Having exhausted every effort for the attainment of the desire of the Japanese 
(iovernment, [ am now fully convinced that it will not be possible to change the 
course proposed by Count Lamsdorff; and I think that there is no other way for 
Japan but to agree to his suggestion. Count Lamsdorff is té leave here on the 10th 


instant for Darmstadt to attend the Emperor of Russia, 


No. 14, 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, September 9th, 1903. 
Telegram.) 


IN reference to your telegram of the 5th instant, you are hereby instructed 
to inform Count Lamsdorff that the Japanese Government consent to transfer 
negotiations to Tokio, and you will add that the Japanese Government trust that 
instructions to the Russian Minister at Tokio are of such a character as to enable 
him to present the Russian Counter-Proposals without delay and to proceed 
immediately with the negotiations. 


No. 15. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, September 9th, 1903. 
Received, et ee we 
(Telegram. ) 


I saw Count Lamsdorff to-day. He said Baron Rosen and Admiral Alexieff 
have already been instructed by telegraph, by order of the Emperor, to prepare the 
Counter- Proposals as quickly as possible and to commence negotiations at the earliest 


date, and he does not think it necessary to repeat the same instruction. 


Raron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, September 24th, 1903. 
(Telegram. ) 


BARON Rosen left Tokio on the 22nd instant for Port Arthur. Previously 
to his departure, he called on me and told me that he had been instructed under 
Imperial order some time ago to hold himself ready to start at once for Port Arthur, 
whenever necessity might arise to do so, in order to expedite the preparation of the 
Russian Counter-Proposals between Admiral Alexieff and himself, and that he had 
just received from the Admiral a request to repair to Port Arthur for personal 
consultation on the subject. He added that he expected to come back within 


about eleven days. 


No. 17. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 
Tokio, October 5th, 1903. _ 
(Telegram. ) 


BARON Rosen came back teTokio on the 3rd instant. He called on me on the 
same day and handed to me the following as the Russian Counter-Proposals, which, 
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he said, was sanctioned by the Emperor of Russia, upon joint presentation by 
Admiral Alexieff and himself :— 

1. Mutual engagement to respect the independence and territorial integrity 
of the Corean Empire. 

2. Recognition by Russia of Japan’s preponderating interests in Corea 
and of the right of Japan to give advice and assistance to Corea tending to 
improve the civil administration of the Empire without infringing the stipula- 
tions of Article I. 

3. Engagement on the part of Russia not to impede the commercial and 
industrial undertakings of Japan in Corea, nor to oppose any measures taken 
for the purpose of protecting them so long as such measures do not infringe 
the stipulations bf | Artic ‘le I 

4. Recognition of the right of Japan to send for the same purpose troops 
to Corea, with the knowledge of Russia, but their number not to exceed that 
actually required, and with the engagement on the part of Japan to recall 
such troops as soon as their mission is accomplished. 

5. Mutual engagement not to use any part of the territory of Corea for 
strategical purposes nor to undertake.on the coasts of Corea any military works 
capable of menacing the freedom of navigation in the Straits of Corea 

6. Mutual engagement to consider that part of the territory of Corea lying 
to the north of the 39th parallel as a neutral zone into which neither of the 
Contracting Parties shall introduce troops. 

7. Recognition by Japan of Manchuria and its littoral as in all respects 
outside her sphere of interest. 

8. This Agreement to supplant all previous Agreements between Russia 
and Japan respecting Corea. 


No. 18. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, October 8th, 19053. 


Telegram.) 


IN reference to my telegram of the 5th instant, I have begun discussion with the 
Russian Minister to Japan taking our proposals and the Russian Counter-Proposals 
us the basis and with a view to secure, if possible, the recognition by Russia of the 
fundamental principles laid down in our proposals. 
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No. 19. 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, October 16th, 1903. 
(Telegram. ) 


IN reference to my telegram of the 8th instant, negotiations are now going on 
hetween Baron Rosen and myself regarding the following proposals, which I had 
presented as amendment to the Russian Counter-Proposals :— 

Article II. Insert the phrase “including military assistance” between “ as- 
sistance” and “to Corea”. Change the word “ civil” into “internal”. 

Article III. Insert the phrase “the development of” between “impede” and 
“the commercial”. “Undertakings” to be changed into “ activities”, and “taken” 
into “to be taken” and “them” into “those interests ”. 

Article IV. Recognition of the right of Japan to send troops to Corea for the 
purpose mentioned in the preceding Article or for the purpose of suppressing insur- 
rection or disorder calculated to create international complications. 

Article VI. Mutual engagement to establish a neutral zone on the Corea- 
Manchuria frontier extending ......... kilometres on each side, into which nentral 
zone neither of the Contracting Parties shall introduce troops without the consent 
of the other. 

Article VII. To be struck out and replaced by the following three Articles :— 

VII. Engagement on the part of Russia to respect China’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity in Manchuria and not to interfere with Japan’s commercial 
freedom in Manchuria. 

VIII. Recognition by Japan of Russia’s special interests in Manchuria and 
of the right of Russia to take such measures as may be necessary for the pro- 
tection of those interests so long as such measures do not infringe the stipulations 
of the preceding Article. 

IX. Mutual engagement not to impede the connection of the Corean railway . 
and the East China railway when those railways shall have been eventually 
extended to the Yalu. | 

Article VIII of the Russian Counter-Propdsals to be numbered Article X. 


No. 20. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, October 22nd, 1903. 
Telegram.) 

THE result of discussions between Baron Rosen and myself on our amendments 
io the Russian Counter-Proposals is as follows :— 

Amendments to Articles LI and VI accepted ad referendum, Article IIL accept- 
ed, and Article [TV reserved for further discussion. I[t is in Article VII of our 
amendment to Article VII of the Russian Counter-Proposals that no agreement could 
le reached, each insisting on the impossibility of accepting the other’s proposition. 
The contention of the Russian Minister is :—Ist, that the Russian Article VII is the 
only compensation to Russia for the concessions to be made by her in respect of 
(‘orea; and 2nd, that admission of the Japanese amendments on this point would be 
contrary to the principle always insisted on by Russia that the question concerning 
Manchuria is one exclusively for Russia and China admitting of no interference 
on the part of any third Power. 

Our contention is:—Ist, that Japan does not ask for any concession from Russia 
with respect to Manehuria, her proposal being simply to have confirmed in the 
Agreement the principle which has been voluntarily and repeatedly declared by 
Russia ; and 2nd, that Japan possesses in Manchuria her treaty rights and commercial 
interests, and she must obtain from Russia a guarantee for the security of those rights 
and interests as well as of the independence of Corea which would be constantly 


menaced by Russia’s definitive occupation of Manchuria. 


No. 21. 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, October 29th, 1903. 
( Telegram.) 


a 


IN reference to my telegram of the 22nd instant, as the result of further discus- 
sions, the amendment on Article [V was finally accepted ad referendum. Regarding 
Article VI, my proposal of fixing the extent of the neutral zone at 50 kilometres on 
cach side of the frontier was accepted ad referendum. As to Article VII, no 
agreement could yet be reached. 
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No. 22. 
Raron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, October 30th, 1908, 


(Telegram. ) 


| presented to Baron Rosen on the 30th instant the following as definite 


amendments of the Imperial Government to the Russian Counter-Proposals — 


1. Mutual engagement to respect the independence and territorial integri- 
tv of the Chinese and Corean Empires. 

2. Recognition by Russia of Japan’s preponderating interests in Corea 
and of the right of Japan to give to Corea advice and assistance, including 
military assistance, tending to improve’ the administration of the Corean 
Empire. 

3. Engagement on the part of Russia not to impede the development of 
the commercial and industrial activities of Japan in Corea, nor to oppose any 
measures taken for the purpose of protecting those interests, 

4. Recognition by Russia of the right of Japan to send troops to Corea 
for the purpose mentioned in the preceding Article or for the purpose of 
suppressing insurrection or disorder calculated to create international compliea- 
tions, 

5. Engagement on the part of Japan not to undertake on the coasts of 
Corea any military works capable of menacing the freedom of navigation in the 
Straits of Corea. 

6. Mutual engagement to establish a neutral zone on the Corea-Manchu- 
rian frontier extending 50 kilometres on each side, into which neutral zone 
neither of the Contracting Parties shall introduce troops without the consent of 
the other. 

7. Recognition by Japan that Manchuria is outside her sphere of special 
interest and recognition by Russia that Corea is outside her sphere of special 
interest. 

8. Recognition by Japan of Russia’s special interests in Manchuria and 
of the right of Russia to take such measures\as may be necessary for the protec- 
tion of those interests. 

9. Engagement on the part of Japan not to interfere with the commercial 
and residential rights and immunities belonging to Russia in virtue of her 
treaty engagements with Corea, and engagement on the part of Russia not to 
interfere with the commercial and residential rights and immunities belonging 
to Japan in virtue of her treaty engagements with China. 
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10. Mutual engagement not to impede the connection of the Corean 
railway and the East-China railway when those railways shall have been 
eventually extended to the Yalu. 

11. This Agreement to supplant all previous Agreements between Japan 


and Russia respecting Corea. 


Raron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, November Ist, 1903. 
(Telegram. ) 

BARON Rosen called on me October 51st and stated that the definite proposals 
which I presented to him as amendments to the Russian proposals as reported in my 
telegram of the 30th October were beyond his instructions and that he would, 
November Ist, telegraph the full text of the said proposals to his Government and 
ask for further instructions. Accordingly you are instructed to see as soon as 
possible the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in the absence of Count Lamadorff, 
and say to him that in preparing the proposals in question, the Japanese Government 
did not fail to take into full consideration the wishes of the Russian Government. 
You will inform him that in proposing a joint engagement to respect the indepen- 
dence and territorial integrity of China equally with Corea, the Japanese Govern- 
ment were merely asking a reaffirmation of declarations already spontaneously made 
hy Russia, and when it is considered that Russia is prepared to make such an 
engagement respecting Corea, the reason for excluding China is not understood. The 
Japanese Government are prepared to admit that the Manchurian question, so far as 
it does not affect their rights and interests, is purely a Russo-Chinese question ; but 
Japan has extensive and important rights and interests in that region, and the 
Japanese Government think that in declaring that Manchuria is outside their sphere 
of special interest, they are at least entitled to ask for a correlative engagement on the 
part of Russia not to interfere with the commercial and residential rights and in- 
munities belonging to Japan in virtue of her treaty engagements with China. You 
will in addition point out that the invitation of the Japanese Government which 
originated the present negotiations, had in view a definition of the special interest of 
Japan and Russia in those regions of the Far East where the interests of the two 
Powers meet. The Japanese Government could not have anticipated that the 
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Russian Government, in accepting that invitation, would wish—as might be inferred 
from Article VII of their Counter-Proposals,—to restrict the proposed definition 


exclusively to the region in which Japan possesses special interests, 


> 


Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, November 3rd, 1903. 
Received, , % ’ 
(Telegram. ) 

I saw the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 2nd November. He said, 
as his personal opinion, that Japan is making the same demands only in different form 
and that those demands are too great. [asked in what respects the Japanese Govern-. 
ment are considered to be demanding too much, and I added that we do not ask 
anything more than the recognition of existing treaty rights and immunities of Japan 
in Manchuria. He then stated that Baron Rosen had said nothing on the subject. 
The only difficulty, he said, is the connection of the Corean and Manchurian railways. 
‘To my question whether there are no other difficulties, he answered that the railway 
question is the only difficulty, although it had been accepted ad referendum ; and in 
conclusion I asked him to use his best influence for the satisfactory solution of the 
question, as the Japanese Government are fully animated by the spirit of conciliation, 


and I urged him to advise Count Lamsdorff in the same sense and if possible, to 


approach the Emperor of Russia on the question. He said that he is willing to do 


so, and added that Count Lamsdorff will return at the end of this week. 


No. 25. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, November 13th, 1903. 
Received, ” ” ” 


(Telegram. ) 


I saw Count Lamsdorff November 12th, and asked whether he had received a 
copy of the telegram which I had handed to Prince Obolensky and whether any 
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action had been taken in the matter. He answered that he had submitted the telegram 
to the Emperor, and that before his departure from Darmstadt, he sent under an 
| mperial order instructions to Baron Rosen to continue negotiations with the Japanese 
Government. I asked him whether it is on the basis of our last proposal that Baron 
Rosen was instructed to go on negotiating. Count Lamsdorff said that Baron Rosen 
had been ordered by the Emperor to examine our last proposal with Admiral 
Alexieff and to make modification if necessary, and added that at this moment 
Baron Rosen and Admiral Alexieff must be engaged in the preparation of Counter- 
Proposals. I remarked to Count Lamsdorff that according to the view of Prince 
()bolensky, the connection of Corean and Manchurian railways is the question that 
divides the two Governments; but the Japanese Government having subsequently 
modified the article relating to the question, I cannot believe that it is the principal 
point on which an agreement can not be established. Count Lamsdorff replied that 
he thinks for his part that it is the Manchurian question which divides the two parties, 
as he had said from the very beginning the Russian Government consider always 
that this question is a question exclusively between Russia and China, and it must 
be reserved to his Government to take all proper measures to safeguard their very 
considerable interests in Manchuria by means of an arrangement with China. 
| explained to him that Japan is ever ready to recognize the special and considerable 
interests which Russia has in Manchuria, and that she has no intention whatever 
of trespassing upon them, but that Japan has a perfect right to demand that the 
independence and territorial integrity of China shall be respected and the rights and 
the interests of Japan in that region shall be formally guaranteed. Count Lamsdorff 
answered that the objection relates to the form rather than the substance of the 
proposal, In Manchuria other Powers also have rights and interests, and Russia 
cannot enter into special arrangement with each of those Powers regarding 
Manchuria. I observed that should the Russian’ Government be in accord with 
Japan in principle, it is deeply to be regretted that an understanding cannot be 
reached, merely because Of failure to find a suitable formula by which to bring 
the two Governments to an arrangement, and that I could not but ardently ask him 
to use his influence to bring about a satisfactory solution according to the principles 
already admitted by Russia. 
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No. 26. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, November 21st, 1903. 
(Telegram. ) 


BARON Rosen informed me November 20th, that he received a telegram 
November 14th from Admiral Alexieff to the effect that Admiral Alexieff had 
already forwarded the Counter-Proposals to St. Petersburg. Baron Rosen added 
that he had not yet received any instructions on the subject of the Counter- 
Proposals, Consequently you are instructed to see Count Lamsdorff as soon as 
possible, and after explaining to him Baron Rosen’s statements as above, you will 
say that the Japanese Government are anxious to proceed with the negotiations 
with all possible expedition ; and you will urge him to exert his influence to secure 
the early dispatch of instructions to Baron Rosen in order that the negotiations 


may be resumed and concluded without delay. 


Mr. Kurino to Baron.Komura. 


Petersburg, November 22nd, 1903. 
Received, . Z3rd,  ,, 
(Telegram. ) 7 
[ saw Count Lamsdorff on the 22nd November. He said that the modifications 
are already in the hands of the Emperor; but on account of the illness of the 
Empress, the former does not attend to any business affairs; hence the delay. I 
asked him to use his best endeavours to obtain the earliest possible Imperial order 
on the question. He said in reply that it will be better for me to write him a note 
giving the purport of instructions I have received from you ; then he will immediate- 
ly send it to the Emperor. At the end of the conversation I asked whether it is not . 
possible for me to get some information about the modifications proposed by Admiral 
Alexieff. He seemed rather puzzled to give a direct answer; but he said that the 
Russian Government are ready to enter into immediate agreement with Japan 
regarding Corea, even making large concessions, but as to Manchuria, Russia once 
took possession of the country by right of conquest; nevertheless, she is willing to 
restore it to China, but with certain guarantees assuring security to the enormous 
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interests which Russia has in Manchuria. While China is still insisting upon 
her refusal to give such guarantees, it is not possible for Russia to come to any 
arrangement with a third Power respecting Manchuria, as the question is exclusively 
between the two countries concerned. Then I said that if I accurately judge the 
nature of our proposition, it is not the intention of the Japanese Government to 
interfere with direct negotiations between the two Governments concerned as may be 
seen from the first part of Article VII of our last proposition ; but we only wish the 
fndependence and integrity of China as repeatedly declared on the part of Russia 
and security for our important interests in that province. This is not for the 
purpose of interfering with the affairs of the two Powers concerned, but only to 
prevent misunderstanding between Russia and Japan regarding the province where 
both Powers have some interest; and I added that if in principle such an entente 
could in some form or other be arrived at, perhaps even negotiations between Russia 
and China might be more easily carried out. He thereupon repeated his request for 
me to-write him a note as above mentioned, and that I should add my own opinion in 
it, and that he would immediately send it to the Emperor. He told me that he 
expects to have audience on the 25th November at Skernevice and that the note 
could be sent to him towards this evening. I judge from the tone of Count Lams- 
dorff’s conversation that the modifications proposed by Admiral Alexieff will not be 
favourable to our proposition regarding China and Manchuria. 


No. 28. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, November 28th, 1903. 
(Telegram.) 


YOU report in your telegram of November 22nd that Count Lamsdorff 
expected to have audience of the Emperor on the 25th instant. Accordingly you 
are instructed to see Count Lamsdorff as soon as possible and ask him what action 
has been taken regarding further instructions to Baron Rosen. 


Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


“ 


Petersburg, November 27th, 1903. 
Received, - 28th, ,, 


(Telegram. ) 


COUNT Lamsdorff told me he did not see the Emperor November 25th, on 
account of the sickness of the empress. Interior inflammation of her right ear has 
necessitated an operation. He said that he immediately despatched to the Emperor 


my note mentioned in my telegram of November 22nd. 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, December Ist, 1903. 


(Telegram. ) 


THE Japanese Government have from the first attached the highest importance 
to a speedy solution of the questions which form at this time the subject of nego- 
tiations between Japan and Russia. It seemed to them that in a matter of such vital 
moment as that which engages the attention of the Cabinets of Tokio and St. Peters- 
burg, a quick conclusion was only second in importance to a satisfactory conclusion, 
Consistently with that view the Japanese Government have at all times during the 
progress of the negotiations made it a special point to give prompt answers to all 
propositions of the Russian Government. The negotiations have now been pending 
for no less than four months, and they have not yet reached a stage where the final 
issue can with certainty be predicted. In these cireumstances the Japanese Govern- 
ment cannot but regard with grave concern the situation for which the delays 
in negotiations are largely responsible. You are instructed to see Count Lamsdorff 
as soon as possible and place the foregoing considerations before him in such form and 
manner as to make your representations as impressive as possible. You will add 
that the Japanese Government believe they are rendering service to the general 
interest in thus frankly explaining to the Russian Government the actual state of — 


things. 
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No, 31. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, December 2nd, 1903. 


Received, ” ord, ” 


Telegram.) 
I heard that the Russian Government are still repeatedly communicating with 
Admiral Alexieff. 


No. 32, 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura, 


Petersburg, December 4th, 1903. 
Received, s 3 n 
(Telegram. ) 

COUNT Lamsdorff received me on the night of December 3rd. I handed 
him a French translation of your telegram. of December Ist together with a letter 
which I addressed to him expressing fully the pressing situation under which the 
Japanese Government are now labouring. He said that the question requires 
consideration still, and he is in communication with Admiral Alexieff; but the 
Emperor is to return December 5th, and he said that he will fully explain the urgency 
of the matter on the occasion of his audience on the following Tuesday. He thinks he 


will then be able to send instructions to Baron Rosen. To my question whether 
it is not possible for him to have audience at an earlier date, he said that Saturday 
is the féte of Crown Prince, no business is transacted on Sunday, and he will be 
occupied with other affairs on Monday. He promised to let me know the result of 


his audience next Wednesday. 


No. 33. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, December 9th, 1903. one 
Received, ; ’” 10th, 9” 
(Telegram.) : 
COUNT Lamsdorff told me December 9th that an Imperial order had been sent 
yesterday to Admiral Alexieff and Baron Rosen to continue the negotiations in 
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accordance with the Counter-Proposals of Admiral Alexieff, but that the Japanese 
propositions have been fully considered. I asked whether he could inform me of 
the nature of the propositions on which Baron Rosen is authorized to continue the 

negotiations. He said that they will be officially communicated within two or three | 


days through Baron Rosen to the Japanese Government. 


No. 34. 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, December 12th, 19038. 


(Telegram. ) 


BARON Rosen called on me December 11th and under instructions of his 
Government, officially presented to me the following Counter-Proposals of the Russian 
Government in reply to our definitive amendments as stated in my telegram of 
October 50th :— 

1. Mutual engagement to respect the independence and territorial integrity 

of the Corean Empire. 

2. Recognition by Russia of Japan’s preponderating interests in Corea 
and of the right of Japan to assist Corea with advice tending to improve 
the civil administration. 

3. Engagement on the part of Russia not to oppose the development 
of the industrial and commercial activities of Japan in Corea, nor the adoption 


of measures for the protection of those interests. 


4. Recognition by Russia of the right of Japan to send troops to Corea 


for the purpose mentioned in the preceding Article, or for the purpose of 


suppressing insurrections or disorders capable of creating international 


ct mpl ications. 


5. Mutual engagement not to make\use of any part of the Corean 
territory for strategical purposes and not to undertake on the Corean coast any 
military works capable of menacing the freedom of navigation in the Straits 
of Corea. 

6. Mutual engagement to consider the territory of Corea to the north 
of the 39th parallel as a neutral zone, within the limits of which neither of the 
Contracting Parties shall introduce troops. i 
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7. Mutual engagement not to impede the connection of the Corean and 
East China Railways, when those railways shall have been extended to the 
Yalu. 


8. Abrogation of all previous Agreements between Russia and Japan 
respecting Corea. 


No. 35. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, December 21st, 1903. 
Telegram.) 


IN an interview with the Russian Minister, December 21st, I pointed out 
the fandamental difference in territorial compass between Japan's original proposals 
and Russia’s new Counter-Proposals, and after fully explaining the reasons which 
induced the Japanese Government to believe it to be desirable in the general 
interest to include in the proposed understanding all regions in the Extreme East 
where the interests of the two Empires meet, I expressed the hope that the Russian 
Government would reconsider their position regarding that branch of the question. 
I also informed him fully respecting the amendments which Japanese Government 
consider it necessary to introduce into Russia’s new Counter-Proposals. Accordingly, 
in order to remove every possibility of misunderstanding on the part of Russia 
respecting the attitude of the Japanese Government, you are instructed to deliver to 
Count Lamsdorff a Note Verbale to the following effect : 

“The Imperial Government have examined with great care and attention 
the new Russian Counter-Proposals of the 11th instant. They regret to 
find that the Imperial Russian Government did not see their way in those 
proposals to give to the compass of the suggested understanding the same 
territorial extension as was deemed essential by Japan. The Imperial Govern- 
ment, in their original invitation to the Imperial Russian Government in 
August last, endeavoured to make it entirely clear that they desired, with a 
view to remove from their relations with the Imperial Russian Government 
every cause for future misunderstanding, to bring within the purview of the 
proposed arrangement all those regions in the Extreme East where the interests 
of the two Empires meet, and they cannot bring themselves to the conviction 
that a full realization of that desire can be expected if a large and important 
portion of those regions is wholly excluded from consideration. Accordingly, 
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the Imperial Government feel constrained to ask the Imperial Russian Govern- 
ment to reconsider their position on the subject, anu chey hope that the Russian 
Government will be able to see their way to arrive at a satisfactory solution 
of the question. The Imperial Government also find it necessary to ask for the 
following amendments to the new Russian Counter-Proposals : 

“a. Article II to read: “ Recognition by Russia of Japan’s prepon- 
derating interests in Corea and of the right of Japan to give Corea advice 
and assistance tending to improve the administration of the Corean Empire.” 

“hb. Article V to read: “ Mutual engagement not to undertake on the 
Corean coast any military works capable of menacing the freedom of 
navigation in the Straits of Corea;” and 

“ec, Article VI to be suppressed. 

“ As the principal part of these amendments cannot. be said to be in excess 
of the modifications which were agreed to ad referendum at Tokio and as the 
Imperial Government consider those changes indispensable, it is hoped that they 
will receive the ready agreement of the Imperial Russian Government.” 

In presenting the foregoing note to Count Lamsdorff, you will say that I have 
spoken to Baron Rosen in a similar sense, and you will also express the desire for an 


early response, 


No. 36. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, December 23rd, 1903. 

Received, is 24th, ,, 
(Telegram. ) | 

UPON receipt of your telegraphic instructions, I saw Count Lamsdorff Decem- 

ber 23rd at 2 p. m. He told me he had received a telegram from Baron Rosen, 
stating that the latter had had an interview with you, and that particulars would 
follow, but such particulars had not been received yet by him. When I handed 
him the Note Verbale, he said that he would study it together with report from Baron 
Rosen, and that he would do his best to send the Russian answer at the earliest possible 
date; but he added that he would have to communicate with Admiral Alexieff. In 
conclusion, I stated to him that under the present circumstances it might cause serious 
difficulties, even complications, if we failed to come to an entente, and I hoped 
he would exercise his best influence so as to enable us to reach the desired end. — 
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No. 37. 


Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, January Ist, 1904. 
Received, Sa. Neat 
(Telegram. ) 

[ saw Count Lamsdorff January ist, and asked whether any action had been 
taken regarding our last propositions. He said they had been fully considered; and 
he asked me to assure you that Baron Rosen will soon be instructed to proceed with 
the negotiations in a friendly and conciliatory spirit, and he added that he saw 


no reasOi why we could not arrive at an enfente. 


No. 38. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, January 7th, 1904. 
(Telegram. ) 

BARON Rosen handed to me January 6th the following reply of the Russian 
Government to our last propositions of December 21st last :— _ 

“ Having no objection to the amendments to Article II of the Russian Counter- 
Proposals as proposed by the Imperial Japanese Government, the Imperial Govern- 
ment considers it necessary : 

“1. To maintain the original wording of Article V which had already been 
agreed to by the Imperial Japanese Government, that is to say, ‘mutual 
engagement not to use any part of the territory of Corea for strategical purposes, 
nor to undertake on the coasts of Corea any military works capable of menacing 
the freedom of navigation in the Straits of Corea.’ 

“2. To maintain Article VI concerning a neutral zone (this for the very 
purpose which the Imperial Japanese Government has likewise in view, that is 
to say, to eliminate everything that might lead to misunderstandings in the 
future; a similar zone, for example, exists between the Russian and British 
possessions in Central Asia). 

“Tn case the above conditions are agreed to, the Imperial Government would be 
prepared to include in the projected agreement an Article of the following tenor : 

“* Recognition by Japan of Manchuria and her littoral as being outside 
her sphere of interests, whilst Russia, within the limits of that province, . will 
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not impede Japan, nor other Powers in the enjoyment of rights and privileges 


acquired by them under existing treaties with China, exclusive of the establish- 


ment of settlements.’ ”’ 


No. 39. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, January 13th, 1904. 
(Telegram. ) 

YOU are instructed to deliver to Count Lamsdorff a Note Verbale to the follow- 
ing effect which, you will say, is intended to confirm to him the views of the Imperial 
Government communicated by me to Baron Rosen on the 13th January :— 

| The Imperial Government, in order to arrive at a pacific solution of the pending 
questions and to firmly establish the basis of good relation between Japan and Russia, 

and in addition with a view to protect the rights and interests of Japan, have given most 

careful and serious consideration to the reply of the Imperial Russian Government 

which was delivered by His Excellency Baron Rosen on the 6th instant. They have 

finally come to the conclusion that the following modifications are necessary, 1. e. -— 

1. Suppression of the first clause of Article V of the Russian Counter- 

Proposals (presented to the Japanese Government through Baron Rosen Decem- 

ber 11th) that is to say, “not to use any part of Corean territory for strategical 

purposes.” 

2. Suppression of the whole Article (VI) concerning establishment of a 
neutral zone. 

3. The Russian proposal concerning Manchuria to be agreed to with the 
following modifications ; 

a. Recognition by Japan of Manchuria and its littoral as being out- - 
side her sphere of interest and an engagement on the part of Russia to 
respect the territorial integrity of China in Manchuria. 

6. Russia within the limits of Manchuria will not impede Japan nor 
other Powers in the enjoyment of rights and privileges acquired by them 
under the existing treaties with China. 

e. Recognition by Russia of Corea and its littoral as being outside — 
her sphere of interest. | , 
4. Addition of an article to the following effect :-— Ae 
Recognition by Japan of Russia’s special interests in Manchuria and of he 4 

right of Russia to take measures necessary for the protection of those interests. 
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The grounds for these amendments having been frequently and fully explained 
on previous occasions, the Imperial Government do not think it necessary to repeat 
the explanations, It is sufficient here to express their earnest hope for reconsidera- 
tion by the Imperial Russian Government, 

It should be further remarked that the suppression of the clause excluding the 
establishment of settlements in Manchuria is desired because it conflicts with stipula- 
tions of the new Commercial Treaty between Japan and China. In this respect, 
however, Japan will be satisfied if she receives equal treatment with another Power 
which has already acquired similar rights in regard to settlements in Manchuria. 
The statement in the Russian reply that the Japanese Government have agreed to 
the original wording of Article V of the Russian Counter-Proposals is erroneous, no 
such agreement ever having been expressed by the Imperial Government. 

The above-mentioned amendments being proposed by the Imperial Government 
entirely in a spirit of conciliation, it is expected that they will be received with the 
same spirit at the hands of the Imperial Russian Government; and the Imperial 
(;overnment further hope for an early reply from the Imperial Russian Government 
since further delay in the solution of the question will be extremely disadvantageous 


to the two countries. 


No. 40. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, January 23rd, 1904, 
(Telegram. ) 


YOU are instructed to sound Count Lamsdorff respecting the probable nature of 


Russia’s reply to our last note and when the reply will be delivered. 


No. 41. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, January 25th, 1904. 


Received, ” ” ” 
Telegram.) | 


IN reference to your telegram of 23rd instant, | saw Count Lamsdorff January 
24th and asked his views in regard to our last proposals and also how soon the 
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Russian answer could be given. He was not inclined to enter into details, but said 
that there are certain points'to which he could not agree. He expects to lay his 
views before the Emperor next Tuesday, January 26th, and he hopes to be able 
to send an answer before long. 

M. de Hartwig whom I saw this afternoon, told me that the Department 
of Foreign Affairs is yet in communication with Admiral Alexieff, and he cannot 


suy how soon an abswer Can be sent to Japan. 


No. 42. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, January 26th, 1904. 


(Telegram. ) 


AS the situation admits of no indefinite delay in the settlement of the questions 
involved, you will seek an interview with Count Lamsdorff at the earliest oppor- 
tunity and state to him as an instruction from your Government that in the opinion 
of the Imperial Government a further prolongation of the present state of things 
being calculated to accentuate the gravity of the situation, it is their earnest hope that 
they will be honoured with an early reply, and that they wish to know at what time 


they may expect to receive the reply. 


No. 43. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, January 26th, 1904. 
Received, ” 27th, ” 


(Telegram. ) 


IN reference to your telegram of the 26th instant, the Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs said that the Ministers of War, Marine and other authorities 
concerned are to meet on the 28th January for the consideration of the question, and 
that their decision will be submitted to the Emperor for sanction, and he remarked 
that it had been the intention of Admiral Alexieff to come here ; but that that idea was 


now abandoned, and his opinion will soon be received by telegraph. -Under these 


: 


circumstances, he says, he is unable to give the exact date when the reply will 
he given; but he can say it will not be much delayed. He said thet he had received 
reports from official sources to the effect that Japan had. sent a considerable number 
of troops, munitions and war materials to Corea, and asked me whether I could give 
any explanation regarding it. I simply answered that I knew nothing of such facts, 
and regretted not being able to give him any explanation. He added that such 
action on the part of Japan causes a very bad impression, while the two Govern- 
ments are engaged seriously in such important negotiations. Telegraph me for 
my information whether the reports are true, and if so, the details. 


No. 44. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, January 28th, 1904. 
(Telegram. ) 

IN reference to your telegram of 26th instant, you will see Count Lamsdorff at 
an early opportunity and say to him that you have been authorized to deny positive- 
ly the statement that Japan has sent to Corea a considerable number of troops, muni- 
tions and war materials. As a matter of fact, no troops have recently been sent to 
Corea nor any ammunitions have been sent beyond the amount required for the 
ordinary use of the Japanese troops stationed in Corea. You will then ask him 
whether the report that Russian troops are being concentrated on the Corean frontier 
is true, and if so, that such military movement is to be highly deprecated. Finally, 
you will ask him whether he is not able to acquaint you, for your own informa- 
tion, with the nature of the decision taken at the proposed conference of the Ministers 
on the 28th January, and whether he can indicate the approximate date on which 
the Russian reply is to be given. 


No. 45. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, January 28th, 1904. 


Received, ” 29th, ” 
(Telegram.) 


COUNT Lamasdorff is satisfied with the explanation contained in your telegram 
of to-day. As to the question regarding the concentration of Russian troops near 


the Yalu. he does not believe it to be true, and he remarked that such newspaper 
reports are very regrettable, I tried to obtain information about the decision of 
to-day’s meeting. He said that it is not possible for him to say anything concerning 
it ax it will not be sent to the Emperor, and that until the respective Ministers haye 
heen received by the lumperor respecting the question, nothing can be said definitely. 
He stated that the Grand Duke Alexis and the Minister of Marine are to be received 
in audience next Monday, and the Minister of War and himself on Tuesday ; and he 
thinks an answer will be sent to Admiral Alexieff on the latter day. I pointed out 
the urgent NECESSILY to accelerate the despatch of an answer as much as possible, 
because further prolongation of the present condition is not only undesirable but 
rather dangerous, 1 added that all the while the world is loud with rumours and 
that | hoped he would take special steps so as to have an answer sent at an earlier 
date than mentioned. He replied that he knows the existing condition of things 
very well, but that the dates of aucience being fixed as above-mentioned, it is not 
now possible to change them; and he repeated that he will do his best to send the 


reply next ‘Tuesday, 


No. 46. 
Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, January 30th, 1904. 


(Telegram.) 


IN reference to your telegram of January 28th, you are instructed to see Count 
Lamsdorff at the earliest opportunity and state to him substantially in the following 
sense :--— 

“Having reported to your Government that the Russian Government would 
probably give a reply on next Tuesday, you have been instructed to say to Count 
LLamsdorff that being fully convinced of the serious disadvantage to the two Powers 
concerned of the further prolongation of the present situation, the Imperial Govern- 
ment hoped that they might be able to receive the reply of the Russian Government 
earlier than the date mentioned by Count Lamsdorff. As it, however, appears that 
the receipt of the reply at an earlier date is not possible, the Imperial Government 
wish to know whether they will be honoured with the reply at the date mentioned 
by Count Lamsdorff, namely, next Tuesday, or if it is not possible, what will be 


the exact date on which the reply is to be given.” 
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If Count Lamsdorff specifies the day on which the reply is to be given, you will 
see him on: that day and ask him to acquaint you with the exact nature of the 


reply. 


Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, February 1st, 1904. 
Received, pe - - 
(Telegram. ) 

REGARDING your telegram of the 30th January, I saw Count Lamsdorff in 
the evening January 31st. ' He says he appreciates fully the gravity of the present 
-ituation, and is certainly desirous to send an answer as quickly as possible; but the 
question is a very serious one and is not to be lightly dealt with. In addition, the 
opinions of the Ministers concerned and Admiral Alexieff had to be brought into 
harmony; hence the natural delay. As to the date of sending an answer, he says, 


it is not possible for him to give the exact date as it entirely depends upon the decision 


of the Emperor, though he will not fail to use his efforts to hurry the matter. 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, February 5th, 1904. 2.15 rv. m- 
(Telegram.) 


position and to protect their 
address to Count Lamsdorff, ‘immediately upon receipt of this telegram, a signed 
note to the following effect :— , 
“ The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, has the honour, in pursuance of instruc- 
tions from his Government, to address to His Excellency the Minister for 


— | 


Foreign Affairs of His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias the following 
communication : | 

“The Government of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan regard the 
independence and territorial integrity of the Empire of Corea as essential to 
their own repose and safety, and they are consequently unable to view with 
indifference any action tending to render the position of Corea insecure. 

“The successive rejections by the Imperial Russian Government by means 
of inadmissible amendments, of Japan’s proposals respecting Corea, the adoption 
of which the Imperial Government regarded as indispensable to assure the 
independence and territorial integrity of the Corean Empire and to safeguard 
Japan’s preponderating interests in the Peninsula, coupled with the successive 
refusals of the Imperial Russian Government to enter into engagements to 
respect China’s territorial integrity in Manchuria which is seriously menaced 
by their continued occupation of the province, notwithstanding their treaty 
engagements with China and their repeated assurances to other Powers 
possessing interests in those regions, have made it necessary for the Imperial 
Government seriously to consider what measures of self-defence they are called 
upon to take. 

“In the presence of delays which remain largely unexplained and naval 
and military activities which it is difficult to reconcile with entirely pacific 
aims, the Imperial Government have exercised in the depending negotiations, 
a degree of forbearance which they believe affords abundant proof of their loyal 
desire to remove from their relations with the Imperial Russian Government 
every cause for future midunderstanding. But finding in their efforts no 
prospect of securing from the Imperial Russian Government an adhesion 
either to Japan’s moderate and unselfish proposals or to any other proposals 
likely to establish a firm and enduring peace in the Extreme East, the Imperial 


Government have no other alternative than to terminate the present futile 


negotiations. 

“In adopting that course the Imperial Government reserve to themselves 
the right to take such independent action as they may deem best to consolidate 
and defend their menaced position, as well as to protect their established 
rights and legitimate interests. 

“The Undersigned, ete., ete.” 


Baron Komura to Mr. Kurino. 


Tokio, February 5th, 1904. 2. 15 p. w. 


Telegram.) 


YOU are instructed to address to Count Lamsdorff a signed note to the 


following effect simultaneously with the note mentioned in my previous telegram :— 


“The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, has the honour, in pursuance of instruc- 
tions from his Government, to acquaint His Excellency the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias that the Imperial 
Government of Japan, haying exhausted without effect every means of concil- 
iation with a view to the removal from their relations with the Imperial Russian 
Government of every cause for future complications and finding that their just 
representations and moderate and unselfish proposals in the interest of a firm 
and lasting peace in the Extreme East are not receiving the consideration which 
is their due, have resolved to sever their diplomatic relations with the Imperial 
Russian Government which for the reason named have ceased to possess any 
value, 

“In further fulfilment of the command of his Government, the Under- 
signed has also the honour to announce to His Excellency Count Lamsdorff 
that it is his intention to take his departure from St. Petersburg with the 
staff of the Imperial Legation on......... date. 

“The Undersigned, etc., etc.” 


No. 50. 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, February 5th, 1904. 5. 5 a.M. 
Received, 2 Aw Se! eS yD 


(Telegram.) : 


IN compliance with the request of Count Lamsdorff, I went to see him at 8 P. m. 


February 4th. He told me that the substance of the Russian answer had been 
just sent to Admiral Alexieff to be transmitted to Baron Rosen. He added that 


apt OE esi 


Admiral Alexieff may happen to introduce some changes so as to meet local circum- 


stances; but in all probability there will be no such changes. He then stated as his own 


opinion that Russia desires the principle of independence and integrity of Corea and 


also of necessity, the free passage of the Corean Straits. Though Russia is willing to 
make every possible concession, she does not desire to see Corea utilized for strategic 
purposes against Russia and believes it useful for the consolidation of good relations 
with Japan to establish by common accord a buffer region between confines of direct 
influence and action of the two countries in the Far East. The above is expressed 
entirely as his personal opinion, and I cannot say whether the same is the substance 


of the above-mentioned answer, though it seems to be very probable. 


No. 51 . 
Mr. Kurino to Baron Komura. 


Petersburg, February 6th, 1904. 5.57 P.M. 
Received, 2 7th, ,,.' 5.45 a.m. 
(Telegram.) 


IN reference to your two telegrams of yesterday’s date, I presented to Count 
Lamsdorff to-day at 4 p.m. the notes as instructed. I shall withdraw from here with 


my staff and students on the 10th instant. 
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Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
April 6, 1 Pe Me 


The Government introduced a tobacco monopoly bill 
inte the Diet which provided compensation to manuface 
turers equal to three years income. This was apparently 
satiefactory to American interests. The Diet unexpect- 
edly changed compensation to one fifth of one year's sales 
of products. Bill was rushed through both Houses of the 
Diet with little aisevasten: It was signed by the Emperor 
and promulgated on April ist. I saw the Minister for Por- 
eign Affairs upon this subject just before the Diet met 
and he assured me the foreign tobacco manufacturers would 
receive fair compensation. I saw him on the 30th of March 
and protested strongly against bill as passed. He replied 
that the Government has done its best to secure passage of 


measure a8 proposed, and that the native manufac 


satisfied with the method of compensation adopted, and the 


| natives, 


Bes 
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TELEGRAM R CIPHER. 


the day the bill passed the Lower House and offered to 
take any action he might suggest, but he said he thought 
could do nothing. I will renew representations on the 


_ 


~ 


strength of your telegram. I would be glad if you would 


suggest what action I should urge upon the Japanese Govern- 


GRISCO MK, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATEs. *° 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


April 6, 1904, 


© 


Subject:- The Tobacco Monopoly Bill; confirming telegrams 


and giving history of Bill, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No, 67 April 6, 1904, 
To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
telegram of the 4th instant (received the 5th) reading as 


follows: 


"Griscom , Minister, Tokio, 


Reported Diet has passed tobacco manufacturing 
monopoly bill compensating manufacturers for business 
and good will by payment of amount equal to one fifth 
of one year's sale of products. Is this true? Does 
bill. need Emperor's or other approval to become effece- 
tive? If report true refer Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs to Department's telegram to you November 20,1905 
and urge adequate and just compensation and represent 
that we consider such action entirely inadequate and 
claim fair compensation to stockholders of Murai Com- 
pany. Cooperate with American stockholders and Brite 
ish Minister, Answer by caba&e and mail, 

Hay, * 
and to confirm my reply thereto of date the 6th, as follows « 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No. 67 April 6, 1904, 


: 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot dade 
telegram of the 4th instant (received the 5th) reading as 
follows: 

"Griscom , Minister, Tokio, 

Reported Diet has passed tobacco manufacturing 
monopoly bill compensating manufacturers for business 
and good will by payment of amount equal to one fifth 
of one year's saleof products, Is this true? Does 
bill need Emperor's or other approval to become effec- 
tive? If report true refer Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs to Department's telegram to you November 20,1903 
and urge adequate and just compensation and represent 
that we consider such action entirely inadequate and 
claim fair compensation to stockholders of Murai Com- 
pany. Cooperate with American stockholders and Brite 
ish Minister. Answer by cab&e and mail, 

Hay. * 
and to confirm my reply thereto of date the 6th, as follows - | 
"Secstate, Washington, ( April 6, 1 A.M. ) 

The Government introduced a tobacco monopoly bill 
into the Diet which provided compensation to manufac- 
turers equal to three years’ income, This was appar- 
ently satisfactory to American interests. The Diet 


unexpectedly changed compensation to one fifth of one a 
year's saleSof products, Bill was rushed through both : 
houses of the Diet with little discussion, It was 4 
signed by the Emperor and promulgated on April first. 4 


"I saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs upon this sub- 
ject just before the Diet met and he assured me the 
foreign tobacco manufacturers would receive fair com- 
pensation. I saw him on the thirtieth of March and 
protested strongly against bill as passed. He replied 
that the Government has done its best to secure pass- 
age of measure as proposed and that the native manu- 
facturers were satisfied with the method of compensa- 
tion adopted and the treatment is the same for foreign 
ers and natives. I saw Parrish the day the bill pass- 
ed the Lower House and offered to take any action he 
might suggest but he said he thought I could do noth- 
ing. I will renew representations on the strength of 
your telegram, I would be glad if you would suggest 
what action I should urge upon the Japanese Government 
Griscom, *° 
I had tre honor in the yegation's No. 29, of December 7th 
last ,to report in relation to the proposal of the Japanese 
Government to introduce into the Diet which convened on 
December 5th last a bill for the establishment of a Govern- 
ment monopoly of manufacture of tobacco, It will be remem 
bered that this Diet was dissolved by Imperial decree on 


. 


the same day that it opened, and so for the time being the 


question of the tobacco monopoly was dropped, However, 
shortly before the recent Diet was convened rumors began 
to appear in the public press 
ure would be introduced by the 

Baron Komura and reminded him of 


P 
ri 
? yes, * + 
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tion of November 2oth,1903, 


pliance therewith, He | 30 
proposed to extablish a 
me that this time the G 


Ba 


a fair compensation for the good will and business of tobac-~- 
co manufacturers, A few days later the Government's bill 
was published in the ress, It proposed to allow as com- 
pensation an amount equal to three years’ net income as 
shown by the Income Tax roll, I had an interview with Col- 
onel E.,J,. Parrish, the representative of the American Tobac 
co Company, and he said that he naturally would have pre- 
ferred four years’ income as compensation but he seemed 
satisfied with three years, I asked him if there were any 
stepe he desired me to take in the matter and he said he 
thought there was nothing I could do, 

When the Lower House was in session on March 26th an 
unlooked for change was effected. The Government's bill 
was amended’ in committee in the sense of taking as a basis 
of compensation twenty per cent. of one year's gross sales, 
The change was opposed by the Government and gave rise to a 
debate but the bill as amended by the committee was finally 
passed by an overwhelming majority. It was rushed through 
the Upper House on the 28th of March and was signed by the 
Emperor and promulgated on the lst instant, 

The amendment above referred to works out disastrously 
to American interests in that the corporation in which they 
are interested reported and paid the income tax, it is peal 
alleged, on their legitimate business while it is not denied, 
the other companies have evaded the law by understating 
their actual incomes, The American interests would there- 
fore receive a much larger proportion of the appropriation 
on the basis proposed by the Government than upon the basis 
finakly adopted by the House,-- the difference being esti- 
mated at two million yen. ( For translation of the Mone» 


poly Law as first proposed see enclosure with my No. 29 of 
December 7th last, Translations of the changes proposed 


by the Government and of the amendments finally adopted by 
the Diet are enclosed herewith). 


In an interview with Baron Komura on the 30th ultimo 
I made a strong protest against the method of compensation 
adopted and pointed out to him the unfortunate effect it . 
would have on public opinion in the United States, and I 
declared that the United States Government would consider 
such compensation entirely unsatisfactory. He replied that 
the Japanese Government had used every effort to secure 
the passage of the Government bill providing what it con- 
sidered a fair compensation but that it had been powerless 
to change the will of the Diet, He also argued at length 
that the method of compensation was quite satisfactory to 
Japanese manufacturers and that it must be ge too for’ 
foreigners as the same rule applied to all. I was unable 
to obtain any satisfaction from him and so I consulted the 
British Minister with a view to acting conjointly or along 
similar lines, He is without instructions and we are «aq 
waiting the arrival of these instructions before taking 
further action, 

The Department will doubtless appreciate that the pos- 
ition of the Japanese Government is a difficult one at the 

is a vital one 

present moment. The question of war revenue and the Tobac- 
co Monopoly is looked upon by the nation as one of the most 
important financial resources, The Diet took the matter 
of compensation into its own hands and the measure is now 
a part of the statutory law of Japan. It is difficult to 
see how the Government can alter the situation to the bene- 
fit of the manufacturers. However I am investigating the 
question to see if increased compensation could be given aoe 
along other lines, as, for instance, in the purchase price 
of machinery and buildings. — 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 
1. Translation of changes in Tobacco Monopoly as 
peoposed by the Government, 
2 Amendments as passed by Diet, 


Enclosuse No, 1 with Mr, Griscom's No, 67 of April 6, 1904, 


Amendments to Draft of Tobacco Monopoly Law presented by 
the Government to the Diet, 


Art. 75, The Government shall, upon application by the man 

ufacturers of tobacco, pay them an amount of mon- 
ey corresponding to three years’ xuxuuum income from the 
mamufacture of tobacco, 

To owners of land and buildings used for the manufac- 
ture of tobacco, such as are not purchased nor taken over 
by the Government, an additional 50% of the income for one 
year shall be paid, 

The provisions of the foregoing paragraphs shall not 
apply to those tobacco manufacturers who have been desig- 
nated as wholesale dealers, 

The amount of the income mentioned in the first para- 
graph shall correspond to the average amount of the income 
for the three years from 1901 to 1903. With regard to man- 
ufacturers who commenced business after February, 1901, the 
amount shall correspond to the average income for two years 
from 1902 te 1903; and in the case of those who commenced 
business after February, 1902, the amount shall be deter- 
mined in accordance with the income for 1905, 

The term “manufacturers of tobacco” mentioned in the 
first paragraph of this Article shall apply, in the case 
of manufacturers of tobacco other than cut tobacco, to 
those engaged in business continuously from Jan, 31,1903, 
or before to June 30, 1904; and in the case of manufactur- 
ore of cut tobacco, to those engaged continuously in busi- | 
ness from January 31,1903, or before,to March 31,1905, 


When an heir succeeds to the business of manufacturing a 


tobacco, the period during which his predecessor has con=- 
ducted the business shall be considered as a part of the a . 
period of transaction of business by the heir. a ee 
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closure No. 2 with Mr, Griscom's No, 67 of April 6, 1904, 


Amendments to Tobacco Monopoly Bill adopted by the Diet, 


Art. 75. The Government shall, upon application by the 

manufacturers of tobacco, pay them an amount cor- 
responding to 20% of the amount of their sale of products, 
When the amount of sales is less than 500 yen the Govern- 
ment shall pay the manufacturer 500 yen, 

To owners of land and buildings used for the manufac- 
ture of tobacco such as are not purchased or taken over by 
the Government an additional one-sixth of the above compen- 
sation shall be granted, 

The provisions of the foregoing paragraphs shall not 
apply to those tobacco manufacturers who have been designa- 
ted wholesale dealers, 

The total amount of the appropriation for compensa- 
tion mentioned in paragraph 1 shall be limited to 9,100,000 
yen . If the sum total of compensation called for shall 
exceed this amount, the compensation granted each manufac~- 
turer shall be decreased proportionally, 

The amount of the sales of products mentioned in Para- 
graph 1 shall be determined by the average amount of sales 


for the two years,1902 - 1903, For those manufacturers 


who commenced business after February,1902, the amount of 
sales for 1903 shall be taken, | : 


( Remaining paragraphs unchanged), 


Art. 76. The amount of the sales of products mentioned in 
paragraph 1 of Art. 75 shall be determined by the 
Government according to such accounts and records as the 


Government considers accurate and reliable, 


tt wiiA ’ is zi 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES’ MAY ii 1904 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


| puREAU | 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, April 8, 1904, 


MAY 10 1904 


Mr. Griscom to 


CHIEF CLERK, 
MAY 7 1904 


Department of State. 


UBJECT:- Transmitting copies of instructions issued by the 


Japanese Government to foreign military officers. 


~~ 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


wo. Of 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


I have the honor to transmit enclosed here- 
with, three copies, together with an equal num- 
ber of French translations, of a notice issued 
by the Imperial Japanese War pepartment to the 
foreign military officers authorized to accom- 
pany the Japanese army in the field. 

A copy of this notice has been forwarded to 
each of the United states officers now waiting 
in Tokio to accompany the Japanese forces. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: As above noted. 


AVIS. 


M. M. les Officiers Etrangers qui sont autorisés & suivre les opérations de 

guerre sont priés d’étre, sur le thédtre des opérations, en leur tenue militaire. 

2. Ils devront se conformer aux ordres du Commandement Supérieur de |’ Ar- 
mee, et garder le secret militaire. 

38. En ce qui concerne leurs correspondances, ils devront se conformer aux régle- 
ments établis par le Commandement Supérieur de |’ Armée, 

4. Des logements, tentes, vivres, etc., etc., leur seront fournis. Ces vivres seront 
limités & ceux qui peuvent se procurer sur le lieu. 

5. Un cheval de selle sera mis a la disposition de chaque Officier Etranger. 

6. Des chariots seront également mis 4 la disposition des Officiers Etrangers, 
pour le transport de leurs bagages. 

7. Ils pourront, s'il y a nécessité, amener avec eux des interprétes et domesti- 
yues, & condition qu’ils soient d'un nombre aussi restreint que possible. 

8. Les dispositions des 2, 3 et 4 sont applicables aux interprétes et domestiques. 


9. Les détails seront communiqués aux Officiers Etrangers par les Officiers 


Japonais attachés au Quartier Général Jmpérial, 


rm SF 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No.69. 


Dir UWA] iG | 


MAY 11 1904 
| 


BUREAU. | 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


SUBJECT:- Wakamatsu declated an open port. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No. 07. April II, 1904. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of an 
Imperial Ordinance, issued on the 8th instant, declaring 
that from the [0th inst ant Wakamatsu, Fukuoka Prefectur6, 
shall be an open port bad the export of coal and iron proe 
ducts, and for the importation of raw iron. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


“Lipa _ 


ENCLOSURE:- Copy of Imperial Ordinance No.1I04, 


Enclosure with Mr, Griscom's No. 67 , Of April // , 1904, 


Imperial ordinance No, 104, 
( April 8, 1904) 


Imperial Ordinance No, 342 of 1899 shall be amended 


as follows : 
" after the word "Moji® in Art. 1 shall be added : 


" Art. 8, At Wakamatsu coal, iron and steel materials 
" only may be exported; and iron ore only may be imported? 


* 


Supplementary Rules, 
This Ordinance shall go into effect from April 10, 1904, 


STATES LEGA 
UNITED TION, 
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April 18, 1904, 
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Subject:- Imposts on Kerosene and Kerosene Products, 


UNITED STATES LEGA 
TOKYO. sii 


April 18, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

In compliance with the Department's Circular of March 
4, 1904, I have the honor to report as follows concerning 
rates of duty imposed upon crude petroleum and the products 
thereof imported inte Japan from the United States; 

Under the provisions of the law of March 31, 1904, 
upon petroleum passing the customs between April 1,1904, 
and September 30, 1904, there are leviable: 

In tins,-- import duty of Yen 0.032 ($0.015936) per 
gallen and a “consumption tax" of the same 
amount, or a total impost of $0.031872 per 
galion , 

In bulk,-- import duty of Yen 0.02 ($0,00996) and a 
"consumption tax" of Yen 0,032 ($0.015936) 
per gallon, or a total ikpost of $0.025896 
per gallon, 

On and after October 1, 1904, the rates will be, on re- 
fined petroleum, whether in tin or in bulk:--Import duty , 
Yen 0,038 ($0,.018924) per gallon and a "special tax" of 
like amount, or a total impost of Yen 0.076 ($0,0357848) 
per eallen. 

On products of petroleum the former duties continue 
as foliows:-- Crude petroleum, paraffin oil, naphtha, vase- 
line and mineral grease, ten per centum ad valorem; pare- 
affin, free. 

I enclose herewith for further reference translations 
of the aforesaid law and supplemental ordinances, 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


AA Murer. f 


Enclosures: 
Translation of Law No. 3, of March 31, 1904, and 
Imperial Ordinances Nos. 90 and 91, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. is 904 
TOKIO, JAPAN MAY : 


BURFEAY 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:=- Representatives of the Japanese Army at Navy at 


the International Congress of Military Surgeons, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


April 22,1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's Circular Instruction of February 20th last 
directing me to extend on behalf of the Association of 
Military Surgeons of the United States an invitation to © 
the Japanese Government to send representatives of their 
military and naval sevices to the comming International 
Congress of Military Surgeons to be held at St. Louis 
from October I0th to 15th, 1904, 

I have conveyed this invitation through the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs(copy herewith enclosed) and am now in 
receipt of his reply(copy herewith enclosed) in which he 
informs me that the Naval Department of his Government in- 
tend, if etrawmetenes parents. to be represented‘but the 
War Department find it impossible, on account of the war, 
to send delagates to the Congress, 

I have the honor to be, 
_ Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ENCLOSURES:- I, Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, April +3 1904, 
’ 


2. Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, April 19, 1904, 
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closure No.1, with Mr, Griscom’s PaNer april 22, 1904, 
{ 
( Copy ) 


NOs 59. 
April lst, 1904, 


¥ 
To His Excellency, 
Baron Komura Jutaro, 
His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Monsieur le Ministre, 

I am instructed to make known to Your Excellency's Govern- 
ment the desire of the Association of Military Surgeons of the 
'nited States to receive official delegates representing the 
medical departments of the Japanese Army and Navy at its Intere 
national Congress to be held at St. Louis from October 10 to 
October 15, 1904 and at the same time to cormunicate the en- 
closed pamphlet descriptive of the Association. 

T have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the Asso- 
ciation is incorporated by an Act of Congress of the United 
States; that it is officially recognized by the Government of 
the United States ; and that its advisory board is composed of 
the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Surgeon 
General of the Army, the Surgeon General of the Navy, and the 
Surgeon General of Public Health and Marine Hospital Service. 

In conveying this invitation I have the honor to add that 
my Government would learn the fact with pleasure should the 


Imperial Japanese Government find it of advantage to have their 


military and naval departments represented at the coming Con- 


gress. 
T avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Excellency 


the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Signed: Jloyd C. Griscon. 


Enclosure No, 2, with Mr. Griscom's oa of April 22, 1904, 


( Copy ) 
Translation. 


NO. 29. 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Tokio, April 19, 1904, 


wis Rxeeellency 
Lloyd C. Griscom, 
Rnvoy Extraordinary and 
Miniter Plenipotentiary 
of the United states of America. 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


On the subject of despatching official delegates of 
the Imperial Government to the International Congress of the 
Association of Military Surgeons of the United States to be 
held at St. Louis from the 10th to the 15th of October next, of 
which I informed Your Excellency by my note No.25 dated the 7th 
instant that the matter had been referred to the Authorities 
concerned, I have now the honor to state that, from the Naval 
Department, I am in receipt of a reply to the effect that, 
although they cannot vet positively decide on account of the 
War, it is their intention to despatch a Naval Surgeon to the 
Congress, if they find themselves in a position to do so at the 
time of its opening; and that the Department of War have rep- 
lied that, on account of the present war, they cannot find their 
way to sending Delegatee as desired, 

I avail myself of this eccasion to renew to Your Zx- 


cellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Signed: Baron Kormra Jutaro, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
TOKIO. 


—_—_ 


CHick CoeRK, 


MAY 10 1904 April 25, 1904, 


Depa rtment of State. 


My Dear Mr, Hay, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 8th ultimo wherein you state that you authorize 
me to engage Mr. George H. Scidmore in the capacity 
of legal counsel to this Legation, making a judicious 
arrangement with reference to compensation, and with 
the understanding that the employment is not permanent 
but will be limited to the exigencies of the Legation 
growing out of the war between Japan and Russia, 

In reply I beg to state that immediately upon the 
receipt of your letter I engaged ur, Scidmore in the 
capacity indicated with compensation at the rate of 
$2750 a year, and on the llth instant he entered upon 
his aution, 

I take advantage of this occasion to express to 


you my high appreciation of your action in this matter | 
The services of ur, Scidmore will materially increase 
the efficiency of this Legation and will considerably 
relieve the strain under which its various members 

have 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 3 
Washington, 


~ 


have been working, 


I am, dear Mr, Hay, 


Very sincerely yours, 


OO 


o% ‘ «? 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


9 


e “te 


_BUREAW J 
J a From Tokio, | | | me | 
ae April 26, 1904. 


Received 12/54 P. M. 


Ccecretary of State, 


Washington. 


Thé Minister for Foreign Affairs desires me to state that he | 
did not express desire set forth in your telegram of the 24th x 
instante Omly unofficial courtesies could be extended Phil 
Commissioners. It is not desirable that they should land at 
suki and travel overland to Yokohama, owing to disorganization 
of railroads. The Government will be glad to arrange that the © 
Commissioners be welcomed by the Boards of Trade at 
Kobe and Yokohama, where they land for the day from the s 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs would like to have an 


GRISCOM 
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cphcred by the Chief Clerk's Office, 2 2, M. 
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Dear Mr, Hay: 

Tt seems to me that under the 
eumstences it would look as though we 
mission which,] understand ie composed of 46 
members, were be eneept Gty courtesies as a 
or of an official character, 

I think Pergueén,who is in charge of 
them should be cabled the true state of 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


| La LOMA Q 


MAY 27 1964 


BUREAU, 


Mr, Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject!- Appointment of United States Consul at Chenampo 


not agreeable to Japanese Government, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


| Li LOMA j C 


MAY 17 j904 


BUREAU. 


Mr, Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject!- Appointment of United States Consul at Chenampo 


not agreeable to Japanese Government, 


April 26, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to inform you that at a recent in- 
terview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs he informed 
me that he was in receipt of a telegram from the Japanese 
Minister to Korea announcing that there was a project on 
foot to send Mr, Fdwin V. Morgan, United States Consul at 
Dalny, to Chenampo, Korea, as consul at the latter place, 
Baron Komura further stated that it would not be agreeable 
to his Government to have a United States Consul appointed 
to Chenampo in view ofthe fact that at present it is one 
of their principal bases of military operations, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, - 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- Requisition for typewriter, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


To the Honorable John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to request that this Legation be 


4 


provided with another typewriter of the Remington pattern. 


I have the honor to be, 


Your obedient servant, 


Pa 


Ack. and . 
file. ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. MAY 17 1904 


TOKIO, JAPAN 


: Lil LOMA G 


MAY 271904) = aprada 28, 1904, 


.\ 


: 


DEP aon ” Sait 


Mr, Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- Mr, King's commission and exequatur as U.S. 


Consular Agent at Hakodate, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No,.73. April 28, 1904- 
To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


In acknowledging the receipt of the Depart- 


ment's instruction No,42, of March 4, enclosing 


the certificate of appointment of Edward Julian 
King as Consular Agent at Hakodate, I have the 
honor to inform you that this certificate together 
with the exequatur which the Minister for For- 
eign Affairs issued at my request, were forward- 
ed on April 25, through the Consul General at 


Yokohama, 


ER LL AP BE OR IIe | - ° - 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ld 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


CHIEF CLERK, 
JUN 1 1904 


yr. Griscom Department of State. 


Subject:- Transmitting copies of "The Russo-Japanese War". 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


Ho, yes 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


In compliance with a request made by Mr, 


Ryoichiro Hara, President of the Kinkodo Pub- 


lishing Company, of Tokio, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith, under separate cover, two 
copies of a publication called "The Russo-Jap- 
anese War" for presentation to the President 
and to vouresi?. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


fp : 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. nob Lif 


TOKIO, JAPAN: 
" 3 004 


Rite * 
May 5, 1904, 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject:- Chicago Daily News despatch boat,~~ allowed 
equal privileges with London Times boat, 


7 Mney 9 
Wits “IL 2s 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, co - - 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 
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— 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 
04, 
JUN 2 1904 


May 5, 
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ai , ne, 
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fin g 


1904} 
To the Honorable John Hay, SURE, 


: 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm the reading of the Depart- 

ment's cipher Instruction, «received May 1, I904, as follows 
"Assist as much as you properly can correspon- 

"dent Washburn, Commanding Chicago Daily News Despatch 

"Boat" FAWN, to obtain permit for use of boat on cone~ 

"ditions similar to those granted the London Times 

"by Japanese Government. Loomis." 

Immediately upon receipt of your instruction I made 
inguiry at the Foreign Office and was assred by the Vice- 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that the despatch boat of the 
Chicago Daily News will be allowed equal privileges and will 
be subjected to no greater restrictions than those to which 
the despatch boat of the London Times will be obliged to 
submit, 

The permit for the use of his despatch boat hadial- 
ready been forwarded to Mr, Washburn at Chefoo, 

For the present the Japanese authorities deem it nec- 
essary to restrain in a measure these boats and do not per- 
mit them to go West of an imaginary line drawn between 
Chemulpo and Chefoo, It will be borne in mind that the 
rules governing the despatch boats are being constantly 


changed 


changed in accordance with the exigencies of the campaign. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


mae ee DPLOAT O 


May 5, 1904, JUN 1 904 


BUREAY 
east = AO 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- Japanese representative at International Congress 


on Education to be held at St. Louis, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN 


No. aA May 5, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of state, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of the Department's unnumbered instruction of 
March 15 enclosing an invitation addressed by 
the Saint Louis Universal Exposition and the Na- 
tional Educational Association, to the Govern- 
ment of Japan to appoint official delegates to 
the International Congress on Education to be 
held this year in the city of Saint Louis from 
June 28 to July 1, inclusive, A copy of the 
invitation and a circular setting forth the plan 
and scope of the Congress were also enclosed, 

I at once presented the invitation and the 
circular to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and am now in receipt of a reply from him, a 
copy of which I enclose herewith, stating that 
it has been decided to dispatch Mr, M, Matsumura, 
Councillor to the Department of Education, who . 
is now in Saint Eouis, to represent the Japanese 
Government at the Benerese, 

I have the honor to be, 


Enclosure: Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, April 29, 1904, 


Enclosure with Mr, Griscom's No, of May §~ 1904, 
COPY, 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Tokio, April 29, 1904, 
His Excellency 


Lloyd C. Griscom 
ke, &c, ke, 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's note Wo.65 dated the 14th instant 
inviting the Imperial Government to despatch an of- 
ficial representative to attend the International 
Congress to be held, under the auspices of the Nation- 
al Educational Association, in the city of Saint 
Louis from June 28 to July 1 inclusive, of the presge- 
ent year, 

I now beg to inform you that, the matter having 
been promptly referred to the Minister for Education, 
I am just in receipt of a reply from him stating 
that it has been decided to despatch Mr, M. Matsu- 
mura, Councillor to that Department, who is now in 
St. Louis, to said Gomgress as representative of the 
Imperial Sovernment, 


I avail &c, 


Signed; Saron Komura Jutaro, 
Minister for Poreign Affairs, 


} BUREAU. _ May 6, 1904, 
4:35 a. m. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


> 


Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me 
iivision Japanese Army safely landed yesterday town 
Kinchow on Liautung Peninsula. 


GRISCO HK, 


iphered by the Chief Clerk's Office, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- Acknowledging receipt of Instruction No, 48 
relating to White Whiskey Case, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's Instruction No, 48 of the 6th ultimo regard- 
Whiskey 
ing the review of the"White Case"made in my No, 54 of — 
February 29th last and enclosing a receipt to be returned 


to Baron Komura, signed by Messers Hopkins and Hopkins, 


attorneys for the American Trading Company, for a draft 


for $115,000 made by the Japanese Government in settlement 


of the Company's claim. 
I have today handed to Baron Komura the enclosed re- 
ceipt. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


JUN 3 }904 


BUREAU, | 


May 9, 1904, 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- Wreck of the "Benjamin Sewali",-- transmitting 


further correspondence, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. Of. 


May 9, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's Instruction No. 5I of the 9th ultimo refer- 
ring to the attack and murder of several shipwrecked Am- 
erican seamen of the "BENJAMIN SEWALL" by the natives of 
Botel Tobago Island in which the Department's appreciation 


of the efforts made by the Japanese Government to appre- 


hend and punish the guilty iseexpréssed and the trust felt 


that the punishment meted out would prevent a recurrance 
of such crimes, In this sense I addressed a Note to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs,-a copy of which is enclosed ° 
herewith, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


> 


SCOCu, 


> 
ENCL $4 to Baron Komura, May 9, 1904 
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Enclosure with Mr, Griscom's mh of May 7°, 1904, 
COPY 


No. 70, May 9, 1904, 


To His Excellency 
Baron Komura Jutaro, 
Etc., @*6., etC., 
Monsieur le Ministre: 

Referring to Your Excellency's Note of March 2nd last 
in which are described the punitive measures visited by 
the Impavial Government upon the nativeg of Botel Tobago 
Island for their inhuman behavior towards the survivors of 
the shipwrecked American vessel"BENJAMIN SEWALL", I have 
the honor to inform you that I reported the substance of 
your Note to my Government and, in consequence, am instruc- 
ted to convey to Your Excellency the appreciation felt by 
my Government for the efforts made by the Imperial Govern 


ment to apprehend and punish the perputrators of the oute 


rage and to express the confidence with which my Govern- 


ment looks forward to the infliction of such @ punishment 
as shall deter the natives in the fiture from committing 
crimes of such a character, 


I avail etc, | SIGNED: Lloyd C. Griscom, 


rd 


~ 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED ATATES, 


TOKIO, JAPAN, ™ JUN 12 0 ; 


\ 


8B Ui 


May 12,1904. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


CHIEF CLERK, 
JUN 6 1904 
Department of State. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


SUBJECT:- The visit o° the Honorary Board of Commission- 


ers from the Philippines to the St. Louis Exposition. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


May 12,1904. 


The Honorable John Fay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


I have the to acknowledge the receipt on the 
25th ultimo, of your telegraphic instructions reading 
as follows: 
"Dr. Niederlein of Philippine Exhibit 
board Louisiana Purchase Exposition in- 
forms Secretary War that Japanese Minister 
Foreign Affairs expressed desire to have 
the honorary board of Commissioners from 
the Philippines to Exposition visit Japan 
and as understood by Niederlein as guests 
of Japanese Government; that commission 
of 46 members in charge of Arthur VW. 
Ferguson Executive Secretary sails from 
Hongkong on “Siberia” April 50. Ascertain 
from Baron Kormra if Niederlein is cor- 
rect in his understanding and give details 
of itinerary of visit. Make it clear 
we make no request in matter. Cable 
answer." 
On the 26th ultimo, in compliance with your 
instructions, I had an interview with the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and asked him if Dr. Niederlein was 


correct in his understanding as to the attitude of the 


Imperial Government in this matter, and by way of ex- 
planation showed Baron Komura a copy of your 


telegram 


telegram. Baron Komura then requested me to telegraph 


a 
you and state that he had not expressed ,aesire to have 


the. Honorary Board of Commissioners from the Philippines 
to the St. Louis Exposition visit Japan as guests of 
the Japanese Government. He further stated that Dr. 
Niederlein had evidently received an entirely wrong 
impression of what Kad been stated, # He thought 
he had made clear to Dr. Niederlein that only unofficial 
courtesies could be extended to the Philippine Commis- 
sioners. He had promised to inform the Boards of Trade 
at Nagasaki, Kobe and Yokohama of the visit, and he felt, 
sure that a cordial welcome would be extended them by 
these bodies. It was suggested at the time that pos- 
sibly the Commissioners could land at Nagasaki and travel 
overland to Yokohama, but Baron Komura stated to me 
that owing to the disorganization of the railroads and 
the uncertainty of their schedules this was now unde- 
sirable. He further asked that an answer be given 
as to the itinerary of the Commissioners; I therefore 
on the same day telegraphed you as follows: 
"The ‘inister for Foreign Affairs desires 
me to state that he did not express the 
desire set forth in your telegram of the 
24, inst. Only unofficial courtesies 
could be extended Philippine Commis- 
sioners. It is not desirable that they 
should land at Nagasaki and travel over= 
land to Yokohama owing to disorganiza- 
tion of railroads. The Government will 
be glad to arrange that the Commissioners 
be weloomed by the Boards of Trade at 
Nagasaki, Kobe and Yokohama where 


» ae 

land for the day from the steamers. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs would 
like to have an answer.” 

I have further to acknowledge receipt on the 

28, ultimo of your telegram reading as follows: 

"The Philippine Commission has been in- 
formed that it is not to be the guests 
of the Japanese Government and that it is 
not to expect any recognition or courte- 
sies of a formal or official nature from 


that Government." 


I informed the Japanese Government of the 


exact date of the arrival of the Commissioners and they 
were hospitably entertained at Nagasaki and Kobe. On 
their arrival at Yokohama the combined Boards of Trade 
of Yokohama and Tokyo extended them an invitation to an 
elaborate banquet, which was held in Tokyo on the 10, 
instant, on the same day that I had the pleasure of 
entertaining them at luncheon at this Legation, and held 
a small reception in their honor. They sailed for 
the United States on the 11% instant. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ely Be scr ) 


— or 
land for the day from the steamers. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs would 
like to have an answer," 

I have further to acknowledge receipt on the 
28, ultimo of your telegram reading as follows: 

"The Philippine Commission has been in- 
formed that it is not to be the guests 

of the Japanese Government and that it is 
not to expect any recognition or courte- 
sies of a formal or official nature from 
that Government.” 

I informed the Japanese Government of the 
exact date of the arrival of the Commissioners and they 
were hospitably entertained at Nagasaki and Kobe. On 
their arrival at Yokohama the combined Boards of Trade 
of Yokohama and Tokyo extended them an invitation to an 
elaborate banquet, which was held in Tokyo on the 10, 
instant, on -the same day that I had the pleamgure of 
entertaining them at luncheon at this Legation, and held 
a small reception in their honor. They sailed for 


the United States on the 11% instant. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


-— — 9 
r= 


Tokyo, 
May 19, 1904. 
Received 6.10 P. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


The reply of the Japanese Government to my note embodying 
your telegram of the fourth instant expresses intention to pur- 


hase 11 premises, buildings, machines, apparatus and raw mater~- 
ial owned by Murai Company, exclusively employed for tobacco 
manufacture, excluding branch offices and Oriental Printing Com- 
pany, Kyeto, to which the contract for government printing will 
be given, to prevent any loss, The allowance for good will is 
declared to be in the nature of a gratuity and will be paid in 
bonds at face value. Foreign and native manufacturers will be 
treated alike, and the great majority are declared to be satis- 
fied with the provisions of the monopoly. On 27th April the 
Minister of Pinance informally gave Parrish and me to understand 
t-at so goon as a way could be found the Government would take 
over the Oriental Printing Company. I understand this would 
make a difference of nearly one million yen. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


TOKIO, JAPAN, * JUN 1) 190¢ | 


Bis 
mar ltl 
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May 19, 1904, 
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CHIEF CLERK, 


Department of State. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT:= Alleged seizure of evaporated cream by the Japanese 


Government, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


TOKIO, JAPAN, * Jun 17 1904 | 


BU ij 
it 


May 19, 1904, 


CHIEF CLERK, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
JUN 6 i904 ) 


JUN 11 1904 


Department of State. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


SUBJECT:= Alleged seizure of evaporated cream by the Japanese 


Government, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


May 19, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's Instruction No. 46, of April I, I904, asking 
me to investigate and report upon the alleged seizure of 
700 cases of evaporated cream by the Japanese Government, 
as reported to the Department by letter from the Borden's 
Condensed Milk Co, 

Mr. C. B. Harris, United States Consul at Nagasaki, 


to whom I referred the matter,:reports to me that he is 


assured by the Governor of Nagasaki Ken that no cargo of 
the description mentioned in Borden's Milk Company's let- 
ter had been siezed at the Port of Nagasaki. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


gl Suercas 


LEGATION OF TH 
TOKIO, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT:= Giving the address of Mr. Lafcadio Hearn. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


May 19, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to transmit herewith the address of 


Mr, Lafcadio Hearn, No, 265 Nishi Okubo-mura, Toyotama- 


«gori, Tokio, Japan, as requested in the Department's In- 


struction No, 54 of the 14th ultimo at the instance of 
Mr.Henry Watkin, copy of whose letter was enclosed there- 
with, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


CAM,* 


: 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


CHIEF CLERK, 
JUN 6 iyU4 


Depart ret ol “tste. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- The Tobacco Monopoly; confirming telegrams and 


transmitting the reply of the Japanese Government 


to the representations of the United States, 


: 
- 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. 80, May 19, 1904, 


To the Honorable John way, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on May 5th 
of your telegram in relation to the Japanese Government 
Tobacco Monopoly, which deciphered reads as follows: 

"Inform Minister for Foreign Affairs of concern oc-~- 

casioned here by alleged intention of the Japanese to 

deprive Murai Brothers Company of good will, business 

and property without just compensation and after repeat- 

ed representations of this Government. We regami it as 

a matter of grave importance to all of our citizens do- 

ing business with Japan. Request definite expression 

of intention," 

Shortly after my report to you No. 67 of April 6t., I had 
a wonference with Mr, Parrish, the representative’ of the 
American Tobacco Company, and he informed me that in his 
opinion the best policy to be pursued in this matter was 
for his Company to put the best face possible on the matter 
and instead of raising objections to the treatment accorded 
the Murai Brothers Company to maintain a conciliatory atti- 
tude and endeavor to secure as favorable a treatment as pos~ 
sible from the Ministry of Finance in all the many ques- 
tions which were bound to arise in the process of the tak- 
ing: over of the Company by the Japanese Government, He 
said that there were several important points in regard to | 
which a favorable decision of the Ministry of Finance 
would prevent in a large measure the loss with which his 
Company was threatened. (He asked me not to make my repre- a 
sentation to Baron Komura of.too vigorous a nature for fear . 


of bringing down upon his Company the hostility of the 
Ministry of Finance He presented to me a memorandum of 
the points referred to, This memorandum was also given to 


the British Minister and by him, after some alteration,was 


presented to Baron Komura. “I transmit a copy herewith for ¥ 


~ — a 


Pe ; ann 


your information, “The principal question raised was in re- 


gard to what is called the Oriental Printing Company of 


Kyoto, a separate corporation owned by Murai Brothers, and 
operated by them for the manufacture of the card-board box- 
es and printed covers necessary to the sale of cigarettes 
and other tobacco, The Ministry of Finance informed Mr. 
Parrish that it would be impossible for the Japanese Gov- 
ernment to take over this concern as it was not a part of 
the tobacco manufacturing plant under their construction 
of the Monopoly Law, This decision , according to Mr. Par- 
rish, would entail a loss of nearly a million yen to the 
Murai Company and he asked my assistance to secure its re- 
versal, I saw Baron Komura and brought the matter to his 
attention with such arguments as seemed advisable. He de- 
clared to me that the Japanese Government regretted that 
the Murai Company had not been granted by the Diet as much 
compensation as the Government had proposed in its bill, 
and that he was desirous of doing everything in his power 
to assist the Company in securing a quick and satisfactory 
arrangement for the taking over of its plant. (In fact 
his whole attitude eleariy showed that he felt an in- 
justice had been done the Company and it was incunie nt 
upon the Government to retrieve the wrong done in so 

far as lay in its ea" He aseerted that the Gov- 
ernment had done its best to secure a satisfactory com- 
pensation for the Company but that the Legislature was 
allpowerful in the matter and had prevailed. Under 


- 3 « 


the circumstances he declared the Government to be 


powerless to fundamentally alter the situation, He 


said that he would bring the matter of the Oriental 
Printing Company to the knowledge of the Minister of 
Finance and urge upon him the arguments brought for- 
ward by me, 

A few days later Mr, Parrish called upon me 
and informed me that the Ministry of Finance persisted 
in its decision not to purchase the Oriental Printing 
Company, and furthermore had fixed a limited time, un- 
til April 27, during which he could bid for the contract 
to do ° the Government Tobacco Monopoly printing and 
cardboard work for the coming year. He feared that 
in bidding for this contract he might prejudice the 
sale to the Government, and on the other hand he feared 
to lose a valuable contract, which would be much bet- 
ter than no compensation at all, 

In view of this situation I renewed my rep- 
resentations at Pron! Foreign Office with somewhat in- 
creased vigor( and brought the matter also to the at- 
tention of Count Inouye one of the Elder Statesmen 
principally interested in Japan finance. He became 
convinced that an injustice had been done and finally 
consented to intervéne with the Prime Minister) The 
following day I took Mr, Parrish to an interview with 
Baron Sone, the Minister of Finance, and after a lengthy 
discussion of the whole question the latter stated that 
under the law there was no provision for taking over 
the Oriental Printing Company, but the Government felt 
disposed to purchase it and was seeking to find some 
way in which it could be done. He could not state 

definitely 


» 4 
definitely to us that it would be purchased but he gave 
us very clearly to understand that Mr. Parrish might 
expect this result. Baron Komura, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. gave practically the same assurance, 
Mr. Parrish seemed fairly satisfied with the result 
and so for the time being I c@éased my representations. 
Upon the receipt of your above mentioned telegram I 
immediately embodied your instructions in a note to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, a copy of which is 
enclosed herewith, and I presented this to him on the 
same day with a few verbal explanations, Baron 
Komura's reply was handed to me to-day and a copy there- 
of is likewise transmitted herewith. I have therefore 
telegraphed you this day as follows: 

"The reply of the Japanese Government to my 


note embodying your telegram of the fourth instmt 


expresses intention to purchase all premises build- 
ings machines apparatus and raw material owned by 
Murai Companyexclusively employed for tobacco manufac- 
ture excluding branch offices and Oriental Printing Com- 
pany Kyoto to which contract for Government printing 
will be given to prevent any loss. The allowance 
for goodwill is declared to be in the nature of a 
gratuity and will be paid in bonds at face value, 
Foreign and native manufacturers will be treated 
alike and the great majority are declared to be sat- 
isfied with the provisions of the monopoly. on > 
27 April the Minister of Finance informally gave 
Parrish and me to understand that so soon as a way 
could be found the Government would take over the 
Oriental Printing Company I understand this would 

\. make a difference of nearly one million yen," 

It 


oe 6 « 
It will be observed that the Japanese Government decides 
adversely on all the points raised by Mr. Parrish. It 
is estimated that in receiving compensation in the form 
of bonds at their face value Murai Brothers will suffer 
a loss of something like 200,000 yen, For your infor- 
mation I enclose herewith a copy of trahslation of 
Article 89 of the Tobacco Monopoly Law which gives au- 
thority for the necessary bond issue, Refusal to take 
over their branch offices will also. entail a loss of a 
considerable sum, However in regard to the Oriental 
Printing Company my understanding is that the present 
formal written refusal to purchase it in no way affects 
the verbal understanding with Baron Sone as set forth 
above, 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


| AAS 4414 CHA 


Enclo sures: 


1 Memorandum handed Minister of Foreign Affairs by 
the British Minister on April 20,1904,-copy. 


2 ur. Griscom to Baron Komura May 6,1904,-copy. 


3 Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom May 18,1904,- copy. 


4 Translation of Article 89 of the Tobacco Monopoly 
wa Law. 


Pam Kiruna. Afdirt r0(7). a 
(Copy POSS Tb tess te, | sl Now Se 
Wn. Of Maes 19 $04, 
The following figures give an idea of the loss suffered 3 
by the Murai Company through the Diet's amendment of the Govern- 
ment's tobacco monopoly bill: 
Murai Company's Income for the three years was as follows: 
1900 772,641,023 
1901 —-'1,408,623.977 
1902 1,687 , 961.088 
Average 1, 289,741. 960 
Thus they would have heen entitled under the Three yvears' 
Income 3ill submitted by the Finance Department to the Diet to 
5,869, 225.88 
while under the Bill as passed by the Diet, based on 20 % of 
Average Sales, they will only get about 
1,851, 273.96 
Making a difference and a loss to the Murai Co, of 
Y,. 2,017 ,951.92 
while the results to the largest manufacturer in Japan, viz. 
M. Chiba ( from the very best information we have been able to 
obtain ), show the following: 
Income for 1901 7,984, 
1902 40,679. 
1903 72,915. 


Average 40 ; 526. 
This would have entitled him, under the Three years’ Income | 
basis, to ———~ 121,578.00 
while under the 20 % of Average Sales Basis, he will get 


450,000.00 
Difference and a gain to M. Chiba of 
Y. 328,422.00 
The Murai Company is at a similar disadvantage, in 
srobability, as compared with all the other large manu 


a 


{ Page 2 ) 


manufacturers of Japan. | 
Universally, businesses are acquired, and investments made 
with a view to what they are likely to produce in the shape of 
returns, in this instance, however, the Japanese Government 
compels the Murai Company to surrender its business by paying 
to it the equivalent of less than a year and a half’s Income , 
while on the other case illustrated above, it pays the equiva 
lent of about 11 14 years’ Income, 
It appears that there are more than 2,000 small "Cut To- 
bacco" manufacturers operating on a very amall scale, whose 
business does not show any income, and these manufacturers will 
each be paid Y, 500, aggregating say Y. 1,000, 000, 
If these 2,000 manufacturers’ returns had shown as much as an 
average income of Y. 50, the amount they will receive as compen- 
sation will be equal to ten years’ 'income; while, no doubt, 
these 2,000 manufacturers, as well as many more than that num 
ber, showed no income at all. It i$squite possible that 
hundreds of manufacturers were doing a losing business,yet on 
the Sale basis receive large amounts, 
The change of the basis of compensation from Income to 
Sales is a great injury to the only company engaged in the to- 
bacco business in Japan in which English and American sharehole= 
ders are interested; it has reduced that Company's compensation 
by at least Y. 2,017,951.92 with the result that Murai Brothers 
Company Ltd. will turn over ‘i the government a well organized 
and_profitable business,:that not only shows an average inoome 
amounting to Y. 1,289,741.96 per dahum for 1900, 1961 and 1902, 
but shows an income for 1903 of Y. 1,633,169.33 for a maximun 
compensation of Y. 1,800,000, E 
The matter of placing values on the property, machinery 2 - 
and accessories of all kinds to be taken over by the ment ii 
is a very serious one to the Murai Com tr 
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officials, will proceed to take all the property at fair prices, 
and not give the foreign shareholderd cause to complain of fure 
ther 1088. The business of Murai Brothers Company, Limited, 
will have to be wound up as rapidly as possible after July lst. 
and it is hoped that the Government will so instruct all offi- 

cials or subordinates who may have this special matter in chare 
ge, that the entire business and property may be adjusted pronm- 
ptly and in such a way that at least the shareholders will feel 
that the officials representing the government were determined 

that the Murai Brothers Company, “Uimited, should be saved fron 

further loss. 

The following are certain points upon which it is hoped 
that most favourable consideration will be given to the Compae 
ny’s clains. 

The Government Officials have intimated that they have oo» 
doubts of their being authorized, under the terms of the Bill, 
to acquire the box-making plant at Kyoto. . The Murai Cone 
pany, who own it in its entirety, has operated this under the 
name of the Oriental Printing Company, but it is just as much a 
department of the business and an absolute necessity to it as 
any of the other departments carried on in the factories proper. 
It consists of Realty, Buildings, Machinery, Stock of Raw Mato- 
rial, and Goods in Process, amounting to over a million Yen, 


all of which are part and parcel of the Tobacco business and of 


no further use to any one but the Government. There is not 


a more modern plant in existence, being equipped by Stecher and a 
Company of New York, about four years ago with special machines — 7 
for the work, and supplied with American workmen to instruct | 
the Japanese hands, which has been done with very satisfactory 
results, It is only just that this property. should be aeae 
taken over as an integral part of the Company's manufacturing : a s 
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plan. 


It 1s hoped that arrangements will be made for prompt 


~ 


taking over by Government of the native tobacco in the wr 4 


hands as well as the foreign article. If this is not done ~~ 


othe 
4 ae 


the Company must either sell their large stock at reduced prices «7 
or keep it stored, In either case very serious additional ; 
loss would be occasioned. 
In conclusion mention must again be made of the compensa. 
tion to be paid to the Company. It is intimated that pay- 
ment will be made in: bonds at par. As the market price of 
these bonds will be somewhere in the neighbourhood of 80 yen, 
such an arrangement is tantamount to a 20 % reduction in the 
sum paid to the Company as compasation. It is earnestly 
hoped that the Government will prevent this further serious 
loss to the Company. 
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Enclosure No. 2,with Mr. Griscom's No.’ of May /7 
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No. 69, May 6, 1904, 


H.E. Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc,., etc., etc., 

Monsieur le Ministre: 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that 
I am in receipt of telegraphic instructions whereby t am 
directed to inform you that there is much concern occasion- 
ed in the United States by the alleged intention of the 
Japanese Government to deprive Murai Brothers Company of 
its goodwill, business, and property without just compansa- 
tion and after the repeated representations of the United 
States Government, which regards it as a matter of grave 
importance to all American citizens doing business with 
Japan. At the same time I am directed to request from 
Your Excellency éome definite expression of the intention 
of the Japanese Governmerm in this matter. 

I avail etc., etc., 


(Sgd) Lloyd C. Griscom, 


“sal 


LA 


Enclosure No, 3 with Mr, Griscom's No. /? of May /7 ,1904, 


No. 44. (Translation) 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokyo, May 18, 1904, 


H, BE, Lloyd C. Griscon, 
etc., etc., etc., 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honour to acknovrledge the receipt 
of Your Excellency's Note No. 69 dated the 6th instant in- 
forming me, under telegraphic instructions,that much con- 
cern is occasioned in the United States by the alleged in- 
tention of the Imperial Government to deprive Murai Bros, 
Co, of its good will, business and property without just 
compensation and that this is regarded by the United States 
Government as a matter of grave importance to all American 
citizens doing business with this country. You also state 
that you are at the same time directed to request from me 
some definite expression of the intention of the Imperial 
Government in the matter. 

Although Your Excellency may be aware of the spirit of 
the Tobacco Monopoly Law and the natural consequences which 
that Law will bring on Murai Bros. Co. as on all other teq- 
bacco manufacturers, as I am told these points were ex- 
plained to you and Mr, Parrish of Murai Sres. Co, by the 
Minister of Finance, yet in view of your note under acknow 
ledgement I have the honor to lay before you the following 
statement of the views of the Imperial Government: 

1, The Imperial Government intend to purchase all 
premises, buildings, machines,apparatus and raw materials 
owned by Murai Bros. Co. and exclusively employed for the 


ial 
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purposes of tobacco manufacture, They are not howey eee 
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prepared to purchase a few branches of said Company in dif- 
ferent localities , because they are not establishments for 
the manufa ture of tobacco, It is believed that the Com- 
pany will not experience much difficulty in disposing of 
these branch offices, 

2. The Imperial Government are unable to purchase 
the premises, buildings, machines, etc, belonging to the 
oriental Printing Co., in Kyoto, which was established with 
capital advanced by Murai Bros. and the Americar Tobacco 
Co. .« The Printing Co. in question was registered as a 
juridical person different from and independent of Murai 
Bros. Co, and is a concern, which can by no means be re- 
cognized as tobacco manufacturers, The premises, buildings, 
etc, belonging to it are therefore outside the category of 
properties the purchase of which was authorized by the 
Tobacco Monopoly Law, Moreover even if the Imperial Gov- 
ernment were disposed to take over the property in question 
they would be unable to effect the purchase as there is no 
fund for the purpose in the Budget, 

In order, however, that the Printing Company may not 
suffer any real loss from the establishment of the Tobacco 
Monopoly, the Imperial Government will be prepared to give 
to said Company orders for printing matter necessary for 
Tobacco manufacture. Thus the Company instead of losing 
its business will have reason to expect its increase in 


future under proper management, 


3. The allowance to tobacco manufacturers is, in its 
nature, a kind of gratuity, which is, according to the pro- 
visions of Article 89 of the Tobacco Monopoly Law, not to 


be paid in ready money, but to be granted in interest-bear- 


ing bonds payable within seven years, As a natural conse- 
quence of this fact, such allowance will be granted at face aa 
value 
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value of the bonds, It is therefore manifestly wrong to 
regard these bonds in the same light as the ordinary Gov- 
ernment loan bonds, 

4, Upon the whole, in regard to both the purchase 
of properties and the granting of allowances, Japanese and 
foreigners are treated with perfect equality and no dis- 
crimination is made in the cage of the Murai Co, . 

5. In conclusion, there is one point in Your Excel- 
lency's note under acknowledgement which I cannot pass 
without making special remark, 

In the instructions you received from your Government, 
it is stated that there is much concern occasioned in the 
United States by the alleged intention of the Japanese 
aeveraintt te deprive Murai Company of its good will, busi- 
ness and property without just oempensatiea, 

In enacting the Tobacco Monopoly Law in accordance 
with the general financial policy of the Empire, the inter- 
ests of the tobacco manufacturers have been the subjest of 
the most solicitous consideration on the part of the Im- 
perial Government. In spite of the great financial burden 
that has become necessary for the state to tear for meeting 
the war expenses, a very liberal allowance was provided 
in Article 75 of that Law conferring on the tobacco manu- 
facturers as great facilities and conveniences as possible. 
The result is that a great majority of the manufacturers 
express satisfaction with these provisions, It is there- 
fore a matter of deep regret that from the single instance 
of Murai Bros. Cots expressing dissatisfaction at these 
reasonable provisions, it shopld be alleged that the Japan- 
ese Government have the intention to deprive that Company 
of its good will, business and property without just com- 


pensation. 
; avail etc. ; etc °9 


Signed: B 
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"MOTE ak : 
Enclosure ‘No. } /with Mr, Gviscom's No,f of May/7, 1904, 


The Tobacco Monopoly Law, (Translation). 


Art. 89. The Governmert is authorized to issue Treasury 

| Bonds to provide for the compensation mentioned 
in Arts. 70 and 73, the purchase money mentioned in Arts, 
72 and 74 and the grant mentioned in Art, 75, 

The grant mentioned in Art, 75 shall be paid in Treag- 
ury Bonds; but sums less than 50 yen shall be paid in cash, 

The compensation mentioned in Arts, 70 and 73, and the 
purchase money mentioned in Arts, 72 and 74 may be paid. 
in Treasury Bonds upon application. 

The Treasury Bonds shall bear interest at five per 
cent, per annum and shall be redeemed within 7 years of 
the date of desue, | 

The Regulations relating to Redemption Bonds shall 
also apply to the Treasury Bonds. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


May 23, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT:- International Congress on Elictricity; Japanese Govern- 


ment cannot send delagates. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


IT have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's unnumbered Instruction of December [6th last 
whereby I was directed:i to extend to the Japanese Gov- 
ernment, on behalf of the Management of the International 
Congress on Electricity, an invitation to be represented 
at their Congress to be held at St. Louis from September | 
12 to 17, 1904, 

I immediately conveyed this invitation to the Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs in a note,sa copy of which is en- 
closed herewith,-and am now in receipt of his reply,-a 
copy of which is likewise tranemitted herewith,-stating 
that under the existing circumstances it is impossible to 
despatch a delegate to the congress but reports on elec- 
trical science and arts in Japan would be presented to 
the management of the same, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ENCLOSURES :Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, Jan 23, I904, 
Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, May 21, 1904, 


No. 36, UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
Tokio, 
January 23, 1904, 


To H. BE, Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc., etc., etc. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

Under. instructions from my government I have the honor 
‘to extend to the Imperia] Japanese Government on behalf of 
the Management of the International Congress on Elictricity 
an invitation to be represented thereat by a delegate. 

The Congress is to be hels in connection with the Uni- 
versal Exposition at Saint Louis and its meetings are to 
take place in that city from September 12 to 17, I904, 

The growing importance of the subject the Congress 
will deal with, and the intrest taken in it by all civil- 
ized nations, render it one of the most valuable conferen- 
ces in the international series, and one which it is desir- 
ed to make most prominent. 

In extending this invitation I have the hOnor to state 
that this Congress will be an official part of the Univer- 
sal Exposition at Saint Louis in I904 which was created by 
the Act of Congress approved March 3, I90I; that the object 


of the Congress has the warm support of the Department of 


Commerce and Labor of. the United States Government, and 
that the six most prominent electrical associations of the 
United States are cooperating in the promotién of the Con- 
gress. : 

The official proceedings of the Congress will be pub- 
lished and copies sent to all nations. 


For Your RExcellency's information I have the honor to 


enclose a copy of the preliminary programme ;in which the 


subjects and aims of the Congres are fully set forth,. 


I avail etc., 


SIGNED:- Lloyd C. Griscom, 


, ngs . 
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Enclosure No, 2, with Mr. Griscom's No.yA of May 23, 1904, 


COPY 


No.7 
Translation, Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, May 21, 1904, 


H. BE, Lloyd C. Griscon, 
etc., etc., etc. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

Referring to Your Excellency's Note No. 36 dated the 
23rd January last relative, diepatehiite of a delegate from 
the Imperial Government to the International Congress on 
Electricity to be held at St. Louis, in September next, in 
response to which I informed you to the effect that the 
matter had at once been referred to the Imperial Depart- 
ment of Communications, I have now the Honour to acquaint 
you that I am in receipt of a reply from the said Depart- 


ment, stating that under the existing circumstances they 


cannot see their way to dispatching a delegate to the Con- 


gress, but that they would present to the management con- 


cerned reports on the electrical science and arts in this 
country. 
I avail etc., 
SIGNED:- Baron Komura Jutaro, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


oft, 23, 


TOKIO, JAPAN, 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT:- Japanese Government give additional assurances that 
they will respect and protect property of American 


citizens at Newchwang, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


TOKIO, JAPAN, 


Pa 
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JUN 80 1904 


BUREAU. 


Mr, Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT:- Japanese Government give additional assurances that 
they will respect and protect property of American 


citizens at Newchwang,. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


May 24, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's Instruction No, 50 of the 8th ultimo, enclos- 
ing copies of a letter from the American Trading Company 
of New York and the Department's reply thereto relative 
to the sagety of the Company's property at Newchwang, 
wherein I was authorized to express to the Japanese Gov- 
ernment the reliance placed by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States upon the good-faith of Japan in using all pos- 
sible efforts to safe-guard and respect the legitimate int- 
erests of our citizens in the zone of operations, and to 
invite additional assurances in this regard. 

I immediately addressed to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs a Note,-a copy of which is enclosed herewith, -and 
am now in receipt of Baron Komura's reply,-a copy of which 
is likewise transmitted herewith,-wherein he expresses his 
pleasure at being able to give the assurance that the Jap- 
anese Government would in the present war respect and pro- 
tect, so far as the exigencies of warlike activities make 
it possible, the persons and property of neutral American 
citizens found within the lines of military operations. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


MICLOSURES:= Mr, Griscom to Baron Komura, May “3, 1904, 
Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, May 20, 1904, 


Eaclosure No.|, with Mr. Griscom's No.of May 24%, 1904, 


(Copy). 


No. 72. Legation of the United States, 
Tokio, May 13, 1904, 


His Excellency, 
Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc., etc., etc., 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honor to submit to Your Excellency, here- 
with enclosed, copies of exchanged communications between 
the Department of State and the American Trading Company 
of New York, from which it will be seen that the latter ex- 
presses its anxiety as to the safety of its property in 
Newchwang, and requests the former to take such steps as 
it may deem advisable to insure protection and safe-guard- 
ing of their interests and property, to which the Depart- 
ment of State replies that “the Government of the United 
"States has assurance from both parties to the present war th 
"the persons and property of neutral American citizens will 
"be respected and, as far as possible, safe-guarded in the 
"event of any such being found within the field of actual 
"hostilities", and “while maintaining an attitude of strict 
"and impartial neutrality, it is not in a position to make 
"any demand which might restrict or impair the offensive 
"and defensive liberty of military action by either of the 


"pelligerents, especially at points so situated as to be 


"or become of strategic importance in the course of the 
"general plan of the campaign". 


The reply as set forth above will, I trust, clearly 


indicate to Your Excellency the attitude which the Govern= | 


ed oa 
—- io iis 
‘y Sancamat 
she, 


ment of the United States is disposed to assu 


upon the good faith of the Government of Japan, as well as 
the Government of Russia, in using all possible efforts to 
respect and safe-guard legitimate interests of American 

citizens in the gone of operations, If there is anything 
therein which is not in full accord with the policy of the 


Government of Japan, or if the confidence of my Government 


is based upon a misconception I would request that Your Ex- 


cellency be so good as to make it known to me, 


I take advantage etc., etc., 


Signed: Lloyd C. Griscom, 


Enclosure: As above noted, 
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Enclosure No.3, with Mr. Griscom's No. W of May 14,1904, 
(Copy) 


No. 35 (Translation). 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Yokio, May 20, 1904, 


His Excellency, 
Lioyd C. Grisconm, 


etc., etc., etc., 


Monsieur le Minister, 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's Note of the 13th instant, in which, en- 
closing copies of communications exchanged between the De- 
partment of State and the American Trading Co. of New York, 
you quote certain observations contained in the letter from 
the Department of State and ask if those observations are 
in full accord with the policy of the Government of Japan. 
In reply I am happy to be able to assure Your Excel- 
lency that the Imperial Government whll in the present War, 


respect and protect, so far as exigencies of warlike activ- 


ities make it possible for them to do so, the persons and 
property of neutral American citizens found within their 
lines of military operations. 
I avail myself etc., etc., 
Signed : Baron Komura Jutaro, 
‘Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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 ch.GPcKQs 28 Colles, via Pane Tokio, 


(Reewived 3822 a.m,, May t, 1904.) 
seCcSTATE, 


foshingtene 


Officially reported Japanese captured Kinchow morning twenty-sixth; now 


y’ 


aivaicing southward, 


Griscom. 
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37 UeScGe, Via Pac. From 


(Received 1:22 a.m., 


h: Japanese Governont declared on the 26 instant thet the entire 


° the Ladmetung peninsula, which lies sowth of a straight iine dram 


anti Pulantien is in a state ef blockade. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT i- Confirming telegram, 


ce southward, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
t TOKIO, JAPAN, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm the reading of my tele- 
gram urider yesterday's date as follows: 
"SECSTATE, Washington. 
"Officially reported Japanese captured Kinchow 
"morning of twenty-sixth, Now advancing southward. 
*"GRISCOM,* 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm the reading of my tele- 
gram urider yesterday's date as follows: 


"SECSTATE, Washington. 


"Officially reported Japanese captured Kinchow 


"morning of twenty-sixth, Now advancing southward. 
"GRISCOM,* 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


Mr, Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT:=- Confirming telegram announcing the Blockade of the 


Liautung Peninsula, 
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LEGATION OF "THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. 2. May 30, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: 


I have the honor to confirm my telegram to the Depart- 


ment dated May 28, reading as follows: 
. The Japanese Government declared on the 26 in- 
"stant that the entire coast of the Liautung Peninsula 
"which lies south of a straight line drawn between 
"Pitsuwo and Pulantien is in a state of blockade", 

My telegram was based upon a note from the Japanese Minis- 


a= ter for Foreign Affairs, dated the 27th instant, copy of 


which is herewith enclosed, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, May 27,1904,--copy. 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No. ¥2 of May 36, 1904, 


No. 38. (Translation). 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, May 27, 1904. 


His Excellency, 
Lloyd C.. Grisconm, 


etc., etc., etc., 


Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency 
that a report from the Commander-in-Chief of the Combined 
Fleet has just been received to the effect that, acting 
under the command of the Imperial Government, he has placed, 
on the 26th instant, in a state of blockade the entire 
coast of that part of the Liau-Tung Peninsula, Province of 
Sheng-King, China, which lies south of a straight line 


drawn between Pi-tsu-wo and Pu-lan-tien; and beg to en- 


close herewith a copy of the Declaration of Blockade, 


I avail myself etc, etc., 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Translation, copy. 


I hereby declare, under Command of His Imperial Japan- 
ese Majesty's Government, that on the 26th day of the 5th 
month of the 37th year of Meiji, the entire coast of that 
part of the Liau-Tung Peninsula, Province of Sheng-King, 
China, which lies south of a straight line drawn between 
Pi-tsu-wo and Pu-lan-tien, was placed in a state of block- 
ade by a competent force of His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
ships, and is now, and will continue to be in such state 
of Blockade; and that all measures authorized by the Law 
of Nations and the respective Treaties between the Empire 
of Japan and the different neutral Powers, will be enforced 
on behalf of His Imperial Japanese Majesty's Government 
against all vessels which may attempt to violate the Block- 
ade, 

Given on board His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
ship "Mikasa", this 26th day of the 5th month 
of the 37th year of Meiji. 


Togo Heihachiro, Vice-Admiral 
Commander-in-Chief of Combined Fleet, 


Geko 8 U.S.G., via 


(Received 1:45 a.m., June 1, 1904.) 


CHIEF CLERK, 
JUN 1 1904 
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ECEIVED IN CIPH 


From Tokio, 


June 2, 1904. 
Received 9.40 A. M. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Referring to your instruction number fifty-six of 
4th ultimo, Minister for Foreign Affairs teday informed me, 
response to renewed representations, that there is no power in 
Japan under the Constitution which can prevent the execution of 
the tobacco monopoly measure, nor can any hope be entertained 
that future legislation will increase the compensation of te- 


bacco manufacturers. 


GRISCOM 


phered by the Chief Clerk's Office, ee 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


TOKIO, JAPAN, fun 27 1904 


BUREAY, | 


June 2, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:- Reply of Japanese to invitation to be represented 
at the Pure Food Congress, St. Louis, 


LEGATION OF (HE UNITED STATES, 
* 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. Ke June 2, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's unnumbered Instruction of April 15th last 
by which I was directed to extend to the Japanese Govern- 
ment an invitation to be officially represented at the 
raterautieeek far Food Congress to be held at St, Louis 
during the week of September 26 to October 1, I904, 

I immediately conveyed this invitation to the Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs in a Note,=- a copy of which is 
enclosed herewith,- and am now in receipt of his reply,-=- 
a copy of which is likewise transmitted herewith,- stat- 
ing with much regret that under the existing circumstan- 
ces it is impossible for the Japanese Government to des- 
patch a delegate to the Congress. 

I have the honér to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


FNCLOSURES;-Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, May 16, 1904, 
Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, June 1, 1904, 


Enclosure No.I, with Mr.,Griscom's No.". of June 2, 


COPY. 


Legation of the United States, 


Tokio. 
May I6, 


To H,. E. Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc., etc., ete. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 
I am instructed by the Honorable the Secretary of 


State to inform Your Excellency that an International * 


Pure Food Congress will be held under the auspices of 
- Dairy 
the National Association State and Food Departments at 


St. Louis, during the week of September 26th, to October 
I, 1904, in connection with the Louisiana Purchase Expo- 
sition, and to extend on behalf of the Association an 
invitation to His Imperial Japanese Majesty's Government 
to be represented at the Congress, 

The scope and general programme of the Congress: are 
shown in the enclosed printed circular, and it is thought 
that the topics to be discussed will not be without int- 
rest to the Imperial Japanese Government. 

I take advantage etc., 

Cu 


Signed: Lloyd C. Griscom, 


Enclosure:= One Circular as above noted, 


Translation, 


No. 41. Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, June 1, 1904, 


His Excellency, 
Lioyd C. Grisconm, 


etc., etc., etc., 
Monsieur le Ministre, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's Note No, 75 of the 16th instant informing 
me, under instructions,that an International Pure Food 
Congress will be held at St. Louis during the week of Sep- 
tember 26 -- October 1, 1904 in connection with the Louisi-g 
ana Purchase Exposition and extending in behalf of that As- 
sociation an invitation to the Imperial Government to be 
represented at the Congress, I have at once transmitted 
the purport of your Note to the Minister for Home Affairs 
and am just informed from him in reply that to his great 
regret the existing circumstances will not permit the 


Imperial Government to send a delegate to the Congress.- 


I avail etc., 
Signed : Baron Komura Jutaro 
Minister for Foreign Affeirs 


MAL OAT iG 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


TOKIO, JAPA yUN 27 1904 


BUREAT. 


. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject:-- International Dental Congress, St. Louis, Japan 


cannot be represented, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's unnumbered Instruction of April 18th last 
directing me to extend to the Japanese Government an in- 
vitation to send official delegates to the Fourth Inter- 
national Dental Congress to be held at St. Louis from 
August 29 to September 3 next inclusive, and enclosing 
three copies of a circular of the Congress for transmis- 
sion to the Japanese Government, 

I immediately conveyed this invitation to the Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs in a Note,-a copy of which is 
enclosed herewith,-and am now in receipt of his reply,- 
a copy of which is likewise transmitted herewith, -stat- 
ing that under the present circumstances his Government 
cannot see its way clear to accept the invitation to the 


Congress, 


I have the honor to wef 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ENCLOSURES : = Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, May 16, I904, 


Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, June 1, I904, 


: sine A 1 ie « 
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: asia by the Honorable the Secretary of State to ex- 
temd to the Imperial Japanese Government an invitation to 
send official delegates to the Fourth International Dental 
Congress, to be held ender the auspices of the Internation- 
al Dental Federation and the National Dental Association 
of the United States, in connection with the Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition at St. Louis from August 29th to Septem- 
ber 3@d inclusive. 

I am directed to say, in presenting the invitation, 
that an International Dental Federation exists,\which is 
active in support of the Congress; also national dental 
organizations, from both of which delegated might be ap- 
propriately selected, 

I have the honor to transmit herewith two copies of a 


circular of the Congress which have been furnished for 


transmission to the Imperial Japanese Government, 


I avail etc., 


Signed:- Lloyd C. Griscom, 
ENCLOSURES:=- Two copies of Circular as noted. 
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Enclosure No,2, with Mr, Griscom's No.#., of June 2, 1904, 
COPY. 


Legation of the United States, 
Tokio? May 16, 


To H,. BE, Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc., etc., etc. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I am 
instructed by the Honorable the Secretary of State to ex- 
temd to the Imperial Japanese Government an invitation to 
send official delegates to the Fourth International Dental 
Congress, to be held ender the auspices of the Internation- 
al Dental Federation and the National Dental Association 
of the United States, in connection with the Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition at St. Louis from August 29th to Septem- 
ber 3d inclusive, 

I am directed to say, in presenting the invitation, 
that an International Dental Federation exists,\which is 
active in support of the Congress; also national dental 
organizations, from both of which delegated might be ap- 
propriately selected, 

I have the honor to transmit herewith two copies of 


circular of the Congress which have been furnished for 


transmission to the Imperial Japanese Government, 
I avail etc., 
Signed:- Lloyd C. Griscom. 
ENCLOSURES:=- Two copies of Circular as noted. 


mclosure No, 2 with Mr. Griscom's No. # of June 2, 1904, ae 


PY - 


Translation, 
No,40, Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, June 1, 1904, 


His Excellency, 
Lloyd C,. Griscon, 


etc., etc., etc., 
Monsieur le Ministre, 


In acknowledging the receipt of Your Excel- 
lency's Note No, 74 of the 16th instant inviting, under in- 
structions, the Imperial Government to send official dele- 
gates to the Fourth International Dental Congress to be 
held, in connection with the Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
at St. Louis, from August 29 to September 5, I have the 
honor to say that the Minister for Home Affairs to whom I 
have transmitted your invitation informs me that, much to 
his regret he cannot see his way to accept the same under 
the present circumstances of his Department. 

I avail myself etc,, 
Signed : Baron Komura Jutaro 


Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


June 2, 1904, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subjesxt:- Statement of expenses connected with the extra- 


dition of Saburo Adachi, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. >}, June 2, 1904, 


To the Honorable John way, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a note 
from the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated May 
31, 1904, in which the Minister transmit/a statement of the 
expenses incurred by the Japanese Government in connection 
with the extradition of Saburo Adachi, amounting to Yen 
1328.66, and requests that he may be reimbursed for that 
amount according to Article VIII of the Extradition Treaty 
between the United States and Japan, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


a 


Enclosure: 


Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, May 31, 1904,--copy. 


Copy. 


No. 39. (Translation). 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, May 31, 1904, 


His Excellency, 


Lloyd C. Grisconm, 


etc., ete., etc., 


Monsieur le Ministre: 


Referring to the matter of Saburo Adachi, a 
fugitive from justice, delivered over to your Government 
some time ago at your request, I have the honor to inform 
Your Excellency that the expenses incurred by the Imperial 
Government in connection with the arrest, examination and 
detention of the said individual, together with those de- 
frayed for despatching to Hawaii a policeeconstable in es- 
cort, amount to 1328.66 Yen, as per annexed statement, and 
I request you to be good enough to cause the amount to be 
reimbursed according to the provisions of Article VIII of 
the Extradition Treaty between Japan and the United States. 

I avail myself etc., etc.,, 
Signed =: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Statement of Expenses re the Delivery of Saburo Adachi. 
% 


I. Expenses incurred at the Public Prosecutor's 
Office, Yokohama District Court  ----- --- Yen 330,- 
Viz.- 

Cost of issuing warrant of arrest 

and making records of examination Yen 80,- 

Clerk's fee for making statement of 

examination and other expenses for 

making different documents connected 

with this matter ---------- . 250,-- 
Expenses incurred at the Yokohama Prison-- 
Sundry expenses for the detention of Saburo 
Adachi for sixty two days from 10th November 
1903 to 10th January, 1904, 
viz.-- 

Charges for confinement for 62 days 

@ .53 per day per head 

Hiring of bedding for 61 days @ 

10 per day per head 

Charges for bath,11 times @,10 

Hair cutting, twice, @ .08 each 

Nutritives given, 31 times, @ ,06 

Medicine for 1 day 
Sundry expenses for the detention of Saburo 
Adachi for 12 days from 13th to 24th Febru- 
Ary, 1904 enn - mmm wwe ween ne eeneseesesce= 


viz.-- 


Cha ges for confinement for 12 days 
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Statement of Expenses re the Delivery of Saburo Adachi. 


I, Expenses incurred at the Public Prosecutor's 
Office, Yokohama District Court  ----- --- Yen 330,- 
Viz.- 

Cost of issuing warrant of arrest 

and making records of examination Yen 80,- 

Clerk's fee for making statement of 

examination and other expenses for 

making different documents connected 

with this matter ---------- . 250,-- 
Expenses incurred at the Yokohama Prison-- 
Sundry expenses for the detention of Saburo 
Adachi for sixty two days from 10th November 
1903 to 10th January, 1904, 
viz.,-- 

Charges for confinement for 62 days 

@ .53 per day per head 

Hiring of bedding for 61 days @ 

-i10 per day per head 

Charges for bath,11 times @,10 

Hair cutting, twice, @ .08 each 

Nutritives given, 31 times, @ .06 

Medicine for l day 
Sundry expenses for the detention of Saburo 
Adachi for 12 days from 13th to 24th Febru- 
Ary, 1904 oWnn- nnn wwe ween www ene mneeence= 
viz.-- 

Cha ges for confinement for 12 days 

@ .53 per day 

Hiring of bedding for 11 days @ .10 

per day 

Charges for bath, twice, @ .10 


Brought forward 380 .66 


III, Expenses incurred at the Yokohama Water 
Police Station, Kanagawa ken <-<<-<-<-<-<--- 
Viz.- 

Expenses for the first arrest and 
for identification kas 


Expenses for second arrest 425,<-- 


IV. Expenses defrayed for Seisuke Arima, 
Police Constable Kanagawa Ken dispatched 
to Hawaii in escort of Saburo Adachi ------- 
Vig.- 
Expenses for outfit for voyage 200,- 
Allowance for 350 days’ voyage 150,- 
Hotel Expenses for 8 days ~ 60.- 


Total Yen 1,328.66 


a 740 


N.B, The passage to and back from Hawaii having been 
paid for by Mr, Hendry, U.S.Marshal, is not included in 
this account, 

The expenses under this head (IV) have been paid out 
in accordance with the Regulations relative to the Travel- 
ing Expenses Abroad of the "Hannin-Kwan" (Officials of the 
"Hannin® rank), 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 


Ack. and file: j 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


TOKIO, JAPAN, WL 19 1904 


> 
; — etl 
June 6, eos. 
far 2 : 


> 


wt 19 1904 


To-the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to report that I have today arrived 
in Tokio, after a total absence of seventy-seven days, and 
have at once resumed the duties of my post. I left Balti- 
more on the return journey the 8th ultimo, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Secretary of Legation, 


LEGATION OF THE UNIT D, STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPA 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:-- Transmitting translation of Japanese Shipping 


Law of 1899. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. 84, June 6, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

In reply to your instruction No. 55 of April 22nd, 
last, directing me to obtain for the use of the Commission- 
er of Navigation a full tranaslation of the Japanese law of 
March, 1899, reserving the coasting trade between ports of 
Japan to vessels under the Japanese flag, together with 
translations of Japanese orders making exceptions to the 
law, I have the honor to enclose herewith two copies of a 
translation of the Shipping Law of March, 1899, furnished 
by the Department of Communications of the Japanese Govern- 


ment. I am further informed by that Department that 


i) 
changes .in the above law are under contemplation but 


that no orders making exceptions to the said law have yet 
been issued by the Japanese Government, In this connection 
I beg to call attention to the modification of the provis- 
ions of Article III of the Shipping Law by the last para- 
graph of Article “X of the treaty between the United States 
and Japan (1894), 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Linn 


Two copies of translation of Shipping Law of 1899, 


Enclosures: 


Pal 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


— &}o ——_— 


Prom TOKIO, 
June ll, 1904, 
5:07 a. m. 


% 


ecretary of State, 


Washington. 


On account of father's illness Ferguson requests 
ermission by telegraph to visit the United States. 
GRISCOK, 
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hered by the Chief Clerk's Office, — June il, 1904. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:-- Japan cannot send official representatives 


to the Good Roads Congress, St. Louis, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. # Tokio, June ll, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that immediately upon re- 
ceipt of your instruction of February 29, relating to the 
International Good Roads Congress to be held at St. Louis 
under the auspices of the Universal Exposition, I addressed 
a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs transmitting the 
invitation for the Japanese Government to be officially 
represented at the Congress by delegates, I am now in re- 
ceipt of the Minister's reply ( copy herewith) in which he 
states that the Imperial Government find themselves unable 
to send delegates to the said Congress, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Cla Lehner 


Enclosure: 


Baron Komura to Mr, Griscom, June 9, 1904,-- copy. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. # Tokio, June 11, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that immediately upon re- 
ceipt of your instruction of February 29, relating to the 
International Good Roads Congress to be held at St. Louis 
under the auspices of the Universal Exposition, I addressed 
a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs transmitting the 
invitation for the Japanese Government to be officially 
represented at the Congress by delegates, I am now in re- 
ceipt of the Minigter's reply ( copy herewith) in which he 
states that the Imperial Government find themselves unable 
to send delegates to the said Congress, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Lind 


Enclosure: 


Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, June 9, 1904,-- copy. 


No. 44, (Translation). 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, June 9, 1904, 


His Excellency, 


Lloyd C. Grisconm, 


etc., etc., etc., 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


In acknowledging the receipt of Your Excellene 
cy's note No, 64 under date of the 14th April last, rela- 
tive to the despatching of delegates from the Imperial Gov- 
ernment to the International Good Roads Congress to be 
held at St. Louis under the auspices of the Universal Ex- 
position, I have the honour to state in reply that the Min- 
ister for Home Affairs, to whom the matter was duly commun- 
icated, informs me that the Imperial Government find them- 
selves unable to send delegates to the said Congress. 

I avail myself etc., etc., 
Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


PLOTS fs 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. : 


TOKIO, JAPAN, wuL 23 904 
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June 11, 1904, 
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Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay.. 


Subject:- Transmitting treaties between Japan and China, 
Korea and Russia for the Secretary of the Navy. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


June ll, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


In compliance with the request of the Secretary of 

the Navy contained in your instruction No. 49 of April 6, 
last, I have the honor to transmit herewith, under separate 
cover, two copies of the published volume of treaties be- 
tween Japan and other powers, containing most of the treat- 
ies and conventions in force between Japan on the one hand 
and China and Korea on the other, as well as of those that 
were in force between Japan and Russia before the outbreak 
of the present hostilities, I have applied to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs for copies of such other treaties and 


conventions as may not be included in the published volume 


which I will forward upon receipt, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Cal hrcrener 


Enclosure:-- Copies of published treaties as noted, 
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| ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITEO STATES, 


TOKIO, JAPAN, JUL 19 1904 


June 14, ' 1904, 
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AUG 11 1904 
ett. 20-1 og 
BUREAU. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject: 

The Japanese Government agrees in general principle 
to entering into a supplementary extradition treaty to in- 
clude embezzlement of private funds, larceny, and bribery, 
reserving certain details to be the subject of future dis- 


cussion. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


Ho. 56. June 14, 1904, pata aks 


\ 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Wash ington. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your instruction No. 52 of April 12, last, wherein you 
directed me to ascertain whether the Japanese Government 
would be willing to conclude a supplementary treaty of 
extradition to include “embezzlement by persons hired or 
"salaried, to the detriment of their employers , when the 
"amount of money or the value of the property embezzled is 
"not less than $200. or ; larceny". And furthermore 
you directed me to add a suggestion including bribery also, 
but not to insist upon the inclusion {&f it be opposed and 
the Japanese Govermment shows a disposition to include 
embezzlement of private monies or property. 

On the 26 ultimo I submitted the matter verbally to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and at the same time 
handed him a written memorandum of your suggestions, a 
copy of which is enclosed herewith. He said that the 
matter would be taken under consideration and a reply sent 
me as soon as possible. 

On the 10 instant Mr. Ishii, a chief of bureau and 
secretary in the Foreign Office, called upon me on behalf 
of Baron Komura and formally stated that the Japanese Gov- 
ernment was agreed in principle to the suggstion of enter- 
ing into a supplementary treaty of extradition along the 
lines laid down by you, but that there were certain minor 
details which would have to be the subject of some discus- 


sions He mentioned bribery as a subject necessitating 
careful 


a 


Pa 
- 


< v 
careful consideration owing to the peculiarities of the 
Japanese law relating thereto. He added that it was pre- 


sumed full powers would be sent me, upon receipt of which 


the Japanese Government would be prepared to enter into 
the negotiations. 

IT have made a collection of the articles in the Jap- 
anese Criminal Code bearing on the subject of bribery and 
submit them herewith for your consideration. It will be 
noted that the definition of bribery as laid down in our 
recent supplementary extradition treaty with Mexico would 
not apply in all cases in Japan. Under the Japanese Code 
the "giving" of a bribe constitutes a crime in but two 
special cases, to wit, the suborning of witnesses and the 
influencing of electors. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


rgd 


1. Memorandum on extradition treaty project. 


Enclosures: 


2. Notes on bribery under Japanese Code. 


Po 


‘ee 


Enclosure No./ with Mr. Griscom's No .0G of June 14,1904, 


Draft, 


Embezzlement by persons hired or salaried, to the de- 
triment of their employers, where the amount of money or 
the value of the property embezzled is not hess than $200 
er 


Larceny, . 
Bribery, ( defined to be the giving, offering or re- 


ceiving of a reward to influence one in the discharge of 


a legal duty}. 


Enclosure No. Z with Mr. Griscom's No. §¢ of June 14, 1904, 


BRIBERY , UNDER JAPANESE CRIMINAL CODE. 


Article 225.- Any one who shall use a bribe or like means 
in order to induce a man to bear false witness 
or render a false decision, or make a false translation, 
shall be tried by the law against false testimony. 
Article 234,.- Any one who shall give or receive abr ibe 
to vote shall be punished with light confinement 
for from two months to two years and a fine of from 3 to 
30 yen, 
Article 284,- Every public functionary who shall have re- 
ceived bribes, which were given or offered him 
with the object of bribery, shall be punished with imprié- 
onment with labor for a period of from one month to one 
year and a fine of from 4 to 40 yen, The penalty shall 
be augmented one degree, if, by reason of the aforeaid bri- 
bery, the functionary has committed any irregular or ille- 
gal act, 
Article 285.- Every judge in a civil case who shall have 
received bribes shall be punished with imprison- 
ment with labor for a period of from two months to two 
years and a fine of from 5 to 50 yen, The penalty shall 
be augmented one degree if the decision is illegal, 
Article 286.- Every judge, officer of the public egminion 
tration, or officer of police, who, in a penal 
case, shall have received bribes, shall be punished with 
imprisonment with labor for a period of from two months to 
two years and a fine of from 5 to 50 as The impr i son= 
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shall be for a period of from two to five years and a fine 
of from 20 to 200 yen. However, if the penalties pro- 
nounced against the prisoner are more severe, Articles 
221 and 222 shall be applicable to the judge or officer 
guilty of corruption. 

( Articles 221 and 222 provide various penalties, 


ranging from small fine to death), 


~~ 


Note:-- Article 87 of the Law of Election of Memters of 
the House of Representatives provides minor im- 
prisonment, without labor, of not less than one year , or 


a fine of not less than 10 and not more than 100 yen,for 


giving or promising bribes to voters or canvassers at elec- 


tions, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


LO At June 


JUL 19 1904 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject: 
"Benjamin Sewall's" wreck and cruelty of Botel Tobago 
Islanders;--Mr. Lambert's suggestions communicated to Jape 


anese authorities. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. J7 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's instruction No. 53 of April 14, 1904, enclos- 
ing for my information andf or the attention of the Tania 
ese Government a copy of a dispatch from Mr. Lambert, Vice- 
Consul in charge of the United States Consulate at Tamsui, 
offering several suggestions to further restrain the in- 
habitants of the Island of Botel Tobago, who were implicat- 
ed in the ill-treatment of the survivors of the shipwrecked 
American vessel the “Benjamin Sewall". 

I immediately called the attention of the Japanese 
Government to Mr. Lambert's three suggestions ina note 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs (a copy of which is 
herewith enclosed) and am now in receipt of his reply (a 
copy transmitted herewith) in which he says that the pur.» 
port of my note had at once been communicated to the pro- 
per authorities. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: | 


le Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, May 25. 


2. Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, June 8,--copies. 


Fm) 


Poclosure No, I, with Mr, Griscom's NoSpot June I4, 1904, 


-COPY- 
Legation of the United States, 


TOKIO, May 25, 1904, 


His Excellency 


Baron Komura Jutaro, 
etc, etc, etc, 
Monsieur le Ministre, | 

With reference to my note No. 70 which I had the hone 
or to address to Your Excellency on the 9th instant regard- 
ing the appreciation felt by my Government for the punitive 
measures visited by the Imperial Japanese Government upon 
the inhabitants of Botel Tobago Island for their inhuman 
behavior towards the survivors of the ship-wrecked American 
vessel the "BENJAMIN SEWALL", I have the honor to state 
that I am directed by my Government to convey to you some 
suggestions which Mr. Lambert, Vice-Consul in charge of 
the United States Consulate at Tamsui, has ventured to of- 
fer with a view to assisting the Imperial Japanese Govern- 
ment in further restraining the natives from the commission 
of like crimés, 

It appears from information given Mr. Lambert by Dr. 
Goto, Chief of the Civil Adminisrtration Bureau, Formosan 
Government, that a difficulty encountered by the Imperial 
Japanese Government in their earnest endeavors to fix the 


responsibility for the outrage was that no one, apparently, 
was able to speak the dilect of the Botel Tobagoans. There- 4 
fore the suggestion is made that three or four of the 
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principal chiefs of the véllages known to have been impli- 
cated in the outrage be held as hostages for the good be- 
havior of their tribesmen for a period of not lass than 
three years, and that the place of their detention be the 
the jail at Taihoku, where an opportunity would present 
itself for some responsible official to acquaint hinself 
with their dilect. It é@s also suggested that it might be 
well to increase the police-force on the Island of Botel 
Tobago, especially during the typhoon season when wrecks 
are more likely to occur, and furthermore, in the event of 


the recurrance of such outrages, the hostages be promptly 


made to pay the penalty. 


I take etc., 


SIGNED: Lloyd C. Griscom, 
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mnclosure No, 2 with Mr, Griscom's No fot June 14, 1904, 


r 


Department of Foreign Affairs 
Tokio, June 8, 1904, 


His Excellency 
Lloyd C, Griscon, 
etc., etc., etc. 
Monsieur le M@nistre, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's Note No. 76. of the 25th ultimo regarding the 
inhuman behavior of the inhabitants of Botel Tobago Island 
towards the survivors of the ship-wrecked American vessel 
the"BENJAMIN SEWALL"; and I beg to inform you in reply that 
the purport of the same has at once been communicated to 
the proper authorities. 


I avail etc, 


SIGNED :-Barén Komura Jutaro, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


June 14, 1904, 


Wr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject:- Requesting renewal of subscriptions to newspapers 


for ensuing year. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


wo. FF. June 14, .1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to request that the subscriptions to 
the London Times, the New York Tribune and the San Francis- 
co Chronicle, for the use of this Legation, be renewed for 
the ensuing fiscal year. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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oi) oom : ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


TOKIO, JAPAN, fut 19 1904 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:-- The Tobacco Monopoly,- confirming telegram of 
June 2;- execution of measure cannot now be pre- 
vented, nor can hope be entertained of further legislation 
in favor of manufacturers; details of taking over the 
business of the Murai Company proceeding satisfactorily; 


prospect of purchase of Oriental Printing plant in time, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No, 5”; June 14, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
instruction No, 56 of the 4th ultimo wherein you recapitu- 
late the history of the American Tobacco Company's busi- 
ness in Japan and direct me to do all in my power to pre- 
vent the execution of the Tobacco Monopoly measure recently 


enacted by the Imperial Diet of Japan, 


From the date of my last despatch, Wo. 80 of the 19th 


ultimo, until the receipt of your abovementioned instruc- 
tion the situation in regard to the Tobacco Monopoly had 
remained practically unchanged, On the 2nd instant, 
in furtherance of your desires, I again brought the matter 
to the attention of Baron Komura and informed him that the 
President was much concerned about the grave importance of 
the action taken by the Japanese Government and that the 
United States Government hoped that a measure which would 
produce such a regrettable effect in America would not be 
executed, At the same time I endeavored to the best of my 
ability to impress upon Baron Komura the serious nature of 
this question, and of the most unfortunate effect it is 
calculated to have upon the commercial relations between 
our countries. 

At the conclusion of my representations Baron Komura 
replied that there was no power in Japan under the Consti- 
tution which could prevent the execution of the Tobacco 
Monopoly measure. He added that the United States Govern- 


ment 


ment is laboring under a greivous error if it imagines 
that the executive branch of the Government of Japan is 
empowered to withhold or prevent the execution of the law. 
of the land, I thereupon replied that the United States 
Government labored under no misapprehension whatsoever in 
this matter and suggested that the same power which made 
the law could repeal or amend it, and that there was nothing 
in the Constitution to prevent the Imperial Government from 
proposing to the next Diet an increase in the compensation 
of the tobacco mamfacturers. Baron Komura replied that 
no hope could possibly be entertained of any such action on 
the part of the Government or of any further legislation of 
the nature sugeested, 
Immediately after this interview I telegraphed you as 
follows: 
sa Referring to your instruction number 56 of the 
"fourth tltimo' Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day 
"informed me in response to renewed representations 
"that there is no power in Japan under the Constitu- 
"tion which can prevent the execution of the Tobacco 
"Monopoly measure nor can any hope be entertained that 
"future legislation will increase the compensation of 
"tobacco manufacturers", 

I have recently had an interview with Mr, Parrish, the 
representative of the American Tobacco Company, and learn 
from him that the arrangements for the taking over of Mu- 
rai Brothers Company by the Japanese Government have been 
proceeding very much to his satisfaction and in view of 
the informal assurance of the Minister of Finance reported 
in my No, 80 of May 19, to the effect that the Oriental 


Printing Company of Kyoto would be taken over by the Gov- 


ernment @s soon as a way, under the law, could be found} 

he seemed rather astonished to find that I had been direct- 
ed to make further representations on behalf of his Com- 
pany. He was inclined to the view,- and in this the Brite 
ish Minister and I concur-, that further vigorous repre- 
sentations at this moment will have but little practical 
result and are liable to prejudice his interests in the 
many questions connected with the taking over of his busi- 
ness which are still to be arbitrarily decided by the Jap- 
anese Government. In other words he considers it advisable 
to take advantage of the favorable disposition of the Jap- 
anese Government and arrive at a settlement which, however 
unsatisfactory on the whole, is far better than that which 
seemed inevitable before the Legations intervened on his 
behalf, 

In this connection I may state that the British Minis- 
ter informg me that on the 9th instant he spoke to Baron 
Komura in the interests of the Tobacco Company and his re- 
marks were favorably received. Baron Komura informéd him 
that the Commercial Bureau of the Finance Department was 
meeting the Company's representations in a very goncilia- 
tory spirit and was taking over all its property at the 
Company's own valuation, and furthermore although there 
was now no authorized fund with which to purchase the Ori- 


ental Printing Company of Kyoto, yet the Bureau had stated 


informally that if the Company would keep the printing es- 
tablishment for a year or so it hoped to induce the Diet 
to provide funds for its purchase by the Goverment, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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Secretary of State, 


Va : 


Peirce was received yesterday in audience vy the 


no expressed his warm appreciation of the attitude of our sor 


ernment. All the Japanese officials,including Ito, Komura, 

. ) 
exhibited unusual cordiality end extended marked courtesy towards 
him. 
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Hon. John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


In response to representations as authorized 1% your 
telegram of the 23rd inst., Minister for Foreign Affaire in- 


forms me that the movements of newspaper correspondents 

entirely on the military authorities who attaching great value 

to secrecy will not permit them to go to the front until the 
proper moment arrives and it is impossible for the civil branch 
of the Government to influence the military authorities or assume 


the responsibility in a matter involving such vital national : 
interests. 


G@RIScOM, 
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BURKE 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


Correspondent Puller has returned Chefoo,. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, JUL 19 1904 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


if 
A 


CHIEF CLERK, 
JUL 181904 


Department of State. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


SUBJECT:- Whereabouts of Mr, Hector Fuller, Correspondent of In-=- 
dianapolis News, Confirming telegrams, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


H0.9 0, June 25, 1904, 


To the Honovable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washingt on. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to confirm the Department's 
telegram received on the 15th instant, as follows: 
"Griscom, Minister, Tokio, 
"Indiana Senators fear that Hector Ful- 
"ler war-correspondent Indianapolis News” 
"has been captured by either Russian or 
* Japanese ferees. Puller said to have 
"left Chefoo last week for Port Arthur 
"and last seen June ten at Miaotao is- 
"land, make inquiries as to his where- 
Seeatins Hay.” 
and my replies thereto of the 15th, 17th, and 
25th instant respectively, as follows: 
"Secstate, Washington. 
"Fowler Chefoo telegraphs reported Ful- 
"ler landed vicinity Port Arthur about 
“twelfth, Japanese authorities have no 
"4nformation at sveunts.. Oriccens® 
* 
“Secstate, Weshingtess | 
"Washburn, Chicago News, states Puller 
"arrested Port Arthur thirteenth instant 


(2) 


"Secstate, Washington, 
"Correspondent Fuller has returned Che- 
"foo. Griscom,* 


Immediately on receipt of your instruction 
I addressed a memorandum to the Minister for For- 
eign Affairs, a copy of which I enclose herewith, 
seeking his assistance in locating ur, Puller,. a 
However, the Japanese Government could furnish 
no information, as subsequently confirmed in Bar- 
on Komura's reply to my memorandum, a copy 6f 
which is herewith trenenitted. At the same time 
I communicated by telegraph with the United States 
Consul-General at Chefoo and received frem him 
replies stating that it was reported that ur, 7 
ler landed near Port Arthur about the 12th in- 
stant and that Mr. Washburn of the "Chicago Daily 
Hews" stated that ur, Puller was arrested at Port 
Arthur on the 135th tastent. 

On the 24th instant I observed in the Japan- 
ese press a report that ur, Puller had returned 
to Chefoo, and in response to my telegraphic in- 
quiry the Consul-Geheral stated that the report 
was correct. : 

A copy of interchange of telegrams between 
the Consul-General at Chefoo and this Legation 
is transmitted herewith, 


Ihave the honor to be, §ir, - 


Your obedient servant, 


ENCLOSURES: Memorandum, Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, 


June I6, 1904, 
2. Memorandum. Baron Komura to Mr, Griscon, 
June 20, 1904, 
3. Copy of telegrams exchanged between the 
United States Legation, Tokio and the 
United States Consulate-General, Chefoo, 
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ENCLOSURES: IMemorandum, Mr. Griscom to Baron Komura, 
June 16, I904, 
2. Memorandum. Baron Komura to Mr, Griscon, 


June 20, 1904. 


3. Copy of telegrams exchanged between the 


United States Legation, Tokio and the 
United States Consulate-General, Chefoo, 


as 
No.9Dof June 247 1904, 


Copy. 


The Minister of the United States has received the 
following telegram from the Secretary of State; 
"Indiana Senators fear that Hector Fuller, 
"War Correspondent'Indianapolis News', has been 
"captured by either Russian or Japanese forces, 
"Fuller said to have left Chefoo last week for 
"Port Arthur, and last seen June ten at Miaotao 
"Tsland, Make inquiries as to his whereabouts? 
The Minister of the United States would therefore be 
very gratified if His Excellency the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs would kindly inform him whether the Imperial Jap- 
anese authorities have any information concerning the ab- 
ovementioned gentleman, 
Signed:- Lloyd C. Griscom. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tokio. 
June 16, 1904, 


Enclosure No.4 with Mr. Griscom's No.9p of June 24, 1904, 


Copy. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs has the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of a memorandum which His Excel- 
lency the Minister of the United States addressed to him 
under date of the 16th instant on the subjeet of Mr. Hec- 
tor Fuller, War Correspondent of the Indianapolis News, 
who a reported to have recently left Chefoo for Port Are 
thur’. 

In reply the Minister for Foreign Affairs begs to 
state that he has lost no time in referring the matter to 
the authorities concerned and is now informed by his col- 
league of the Department of the Navy that no such person 
has ever fallen in the hands of the Imperial Naval forces 
nor have they any informat ‘on to their regret about the 
whereabouts of the said correspondent. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs seizes this gppore- 
tunity to renew to His Excellency the Minister of the Uni- 


ted States the assurances of his highest consideration, 


a 


Tokio, June 20, I904, 


Enclosure No. 3. with Mr. Griscom's No92 of June 


Copy. 
"Tokio, June 15, I904) 


"Fowler, American Consul-General, Chefoo, 

"Can you give me any news of Hector Fuller correspon- 
"dent Indianapolis News. Said to have left Chefoo for Port 
"Arthur, Last seen June [0th at Miaotao Island. 


"Griscom," 


"American Minister Tokio. 
"Reported Fuller landed vicinity Port Arthur about 


"T2th. "Powler",* 


"Chefoo, June I7, 1904, 
"American Minister, Tokio. 
"Washburn, Chicago News, states Puller arrested Port 
"Arthur, Monday. ; 
"Rewier™. i 
"Tokio, June 26, I904, 
"Fowler, American Consul, Chefoo, 
"Is report published Japanese Pres Fuller returned 


"Chefoo twentieth correct?® 


"Griscom." 


"Chefoo, June 24, 1904, 
"American Minister, Tokio. 
"Report correct. 


"Fowler." 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


MR. GRISCOM TO MR, HAY, 


SUBJECT: Japanese Government unwilling to furnish im- 


print of its seal for exhibition at the St, 


Louis Exposition, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


Ho. "LE June 25, 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


In acknowledging the receipt of the 
Department's circular of December 24, 1903, 
instructing me to inquire whether the Jap- 
anese Government would be willing to fur- 
nish the Government of the United States 
with an imprint of its seal for exhibition 
at the st, Louis Exposition, I have the 
honor to enclose a copy of the reply of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to my inquiry, 


in which a negative answer is given, 


I have the honor to be 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ENCLOSURE: Baron Komura to Mr. Griscom, June 11, 1904, 


Enclosure with ur, Griscom's 0.9 of June 15; 1904, 


COPY. 
Wo.45. (Translation) 


Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, June ll, 1904, 


His Excellency 
Lloyd c. Griscon, 
ne i 
Monsieur le Ministre, 


In acknowledging the receipt of 

Your Excellency's note No,.49 of the 
25th February last, asking if the Im 
perial Government would be willing to 
have an imprint of the state Seal ex- 
hibited at the Universal pr ata 

to be held at Saint Louis have the 
honor to acquaint you that the Presié- 
dent of the Temporary Exhibition Com- 
mission to whom the purport of Your 
Excellency's note was communicated, has 
ust replied to me to the effect that 
he Imperial Government regret that 
they cannot permit themselves to exhib- 
it the — as desired, 

I avail, &c,- 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, : 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 


bassisrieva SECRETARY, 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


TOKIO, JAPAN, UL 19 1Of ua 
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JUL ay 1904 | June LF , 1904. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr, Hay. 


Subject:=- Detailed regulations relating to the treatment 


of prisoners of war. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


- 


Yo, # June 2 , 1904. 
} | : 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


T have the honor to transmit herewith translation in 
duplicate of the detailed regulations for the treatment of 
prisoners of war recently published by the Department of 
War. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


thsCrn- 


Enclosure: . 


‘Duplicate translation of Regulations as noted, 
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éck. and file. ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


JUL 19 1904 
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CHIEF CLERK, 
JUL 18 1904 


Department of State. 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject:- Japanese fishing privileges in Korean waters, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


June 2S , 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washingt On. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith translation of 
Foreign Office Notification No. 3, published in the Offic- 
ial Gazette of the 28th instant, relating to fishing priv- 


ileges of the subjects of Japan and Korea, respectively, 


in the territorial waters of Korea and Japan. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ane 


Enclosure: 


Translation of Department Notification as noted. 


Enclosure with Mr, Griscom's No, + of June 2g , 1904, 


Translation. 


———— 
EE 


Notification No, 3 of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, 
From the Official Gazette of June 28, 1904 ). 


According to the agreement concluded between the Im- 
perial Government and the Government of Korea, the subjects 
of the Empire may engage in fishing,under the provisions of 
the Japan-Korea Fishery Regulations, along the coasts of 
Chhyung-Chhyong, Hoang-hai, and Phyong-an, and in places 
already occupied by Korean subjects in so far as the fish- 
ing interests of the latter are not interfered with, for a 
period of twenty years beginning from June 4 of the present 
year. 

Subjects of Korea may, during the same period, engage 
in fishing, under the provisions of the Japan-Korea Fishery 
Regulations, along the coasts of Hoki, Inaba, Tajima, Tango 
and Kyushu, 


Signed: Baron Komura Jutaro, 


Minister of State for Foreign 


Affairs, 
June 27, 1904, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITHD BTATEs, 


TOKIO, JAPAN,| 


Mr, Griscom to Mr, Hay, 


JUL 20 


| ASSIST ANT SECRETARY, 


June 2% , 1904, 


” CHIEF CLERK, 
JUL 181904 


Department of State. 


*» 


Subject:-- Usmage of Japanese naval and diplomatic officers 
as to official visits, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. 72 June 28 , 1904, 


To the Honorable John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: 

In compliance with the Department's instruction of 
May 13, last, requesting information regarding the practice 
in the matter of official visits of Japanese naval officers 
visiting foreign ports at which there are diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of Japan, I have the honor to transmit herewith 
translation copy of extracts from the Japanese Wavy Regu 
lations bearing on the subject (B); together with an in- 
terpretation of the said Regulations (A) given by the Navy 
Department and approved as correct by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

From the information obtained it appears that the mat- 
ter of priority of visits between naval, military and dip- 
lomatic officers of Japan resolves itself_into a question 
of relative rank,-- the higher officer recgixing the first 
visit irrespective of the branch of the service to which 


he may belong. When of the same relative r » Phe new are 


rival makes the first visit. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
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Enclosure:=- Translation of naval regulations relating to 


official visits and comments of the Navy Depart- : 
ment, 
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Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No. 9Z of June 29, 1904, 


Copy. 


A.-- Honors and Ceremonies: “~~ ’ 

When a man-of-war, or men-of-war, arrive at a 
port at which there is a diplomatic Fepresentative of Jap- 
an, the Commanding Officer ( meaning the Senior Officer in 
command) of the ship or @hips first informs the diplomatic 
Officer of his arrival. If the Diplomatic Officer is (the 
same or) higher in rank than the Commanding Officer, the 
Commanding Officer is to make the first call within three 
days. If the Diplomatic Officer is lower in rank than the 
Commanding Officer, then the Commanding Officer receives 
the first call and returns it afterwards. If such Command- 
ing Officer is the Commander-in-Chief, or the Commander of 
a Fleet or Squadron, he returns such a visit by an officer 
who is equal in rank to the visitor; but if such visitor 
is an official who ds entitled to a salute, the Commander- 


in-Chief or Commander returns the visit in person, 


B.-= Extract from Senethee Navy Regulations; 

Art, XI, When a con.anding officer, Japanese Navy, 
visits a foreign country he shall observes the requirements 
of Arts. VIII and X , and shall pay the first visit to,or 
return that of, the diplomatic or consular officer of Japan 
at the place. It is, however, a general rule for a comman- 
der-in-chief or a commander to return in person the visit 
of one who is entitled to a salute according to the Navy 
Salute Regulations,but in other cases to send one of his 
staff or an officer under ain | | 

Art .VIII, When a commanding officer, Japanese Navy, 
arrives at a place at which there is a local government 


or where a land force is stationed,the commanding officer 4 


shall give information of his arrival; and if the senior 
officer of the land force or the local governor is higher 
in rank than himself, he shall make the first call within 
three days. 

Art. X,. When a commanding officer, Japanese Navy, 
receives the first visit from an army officer or a local 
governor, he shall return it. It is, however, a general 
rule that a commander-in-cheif return in person the visit 
of a local governor or of an army officer entitled to a 
salute according to the Navy Salute Regulations; but to 
return the visit of an officer of "“Sonin" rank through 
one of his staff or an officer under him equal in rank to 


the visitor, and not to return that of an officer of “Han- 


nin*® rank, 


Note:- Officers of "Sonin" rank are those that are ap- 
pointed by the Cabinet and reported to the Emperor, Those 
of “"Hannin®™ rank are appointed by heads of Departments, 


; 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


TOKIO, JAPAN, TL 19 1904 


June 29 


Mr. Griscom to Mr. Hay. 


Subject:- Copy of text of declaration given vy China 


Japan relating to Pukien Province, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


wo. 93. June 28 , 1904, 


To the Honotable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the De- 
partment's instruction No, 57 of May 9, last, directing 
me to procure if possible and transmit to the Department a 
copy of the text of the declaration given by China to Japan 
on or about April, 1896, that she would not alienate any 
portion of the province of Fuiien to any other Power, 

In reply I beg to transmit herewith a copy (together 
with translation) of the Yote on the subject handed to Min- 
ister Yano by the Chinese «u*horities on aApri126-,1898, 
in reply to the representaticns of the Japanese Government, 
It has been ascertained that the document in question, tak- 
en from a volume of treaties and agreements recently pub- 
lished by Dr. Ariga of the Imperial University, was fur- 
nished by the Foreign Office and may be regarded as relia- 
ble. ; 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Enclosure:- Copy of note relating to the non-alienation 
of any portion of Fukien Province, together with 
translation of the same, ig 


Enclosure with Mr. Griscom's No. 95 of June 28, 1904, 


Translation, 


The Tsung 11 Yamen, 
April 26, 1898, 
To His Excellency, Yano, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 

of Jepen. 
Sir: \ 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note dated April 24th,1898, in which you state 
that you are inetrected by the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Japan to inform the Imperial Government that the Imper¢ 
ial Japanese Government hears with deep concern of the 
recent troubles in China; that Japan's good will toward 
China has been clearly shown by the withdrawal of her 
troops from Wei-hai-wei, which was actuated solely by the 
desire on the part of Japan not to involve China in any une 
foreseen complications that might arise ; but that after 
due consideration of the state of affairs at present exist- 
ing in China and the interests involved the Imperial Japan- 
ese Government cannot remain indifferent but considers it 
high time to take proper precautions against possible fu- 
ture contingencies; and to this ena to request the Imperial 
Government to declare that it will not cede nor lease any 
portion of the Province of Fukien to any other Power, and 


to transmit such declaration not verbally alone but also 
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in writing ,. 


In reply we beg to state that the question has been => 
duly considered by this Yamen,and we hereby positively de- 
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clare that the Province of Fukien, together with ite en- 
tire coast, is an essential part of the Chinese Eupire and 
shall never be ceded nor leased to any Power whatever, in 
compliance with Your Excellency's request we send you this 
declaration in written form which you are at liberty to 
transmit to your Government, 
Signed: THE TSUNG LI YAMEN 

Prince Kung 

Prince Ching 

Minister President Li 

Minister of Finance Woon 

Minister of War Yung 

Minister of Finance Ching 

Lieut, General Tsung 

Minister of Ceremonies Shiu 


Minister of Justice Liao 


Vice Minister of Finance Chung, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


“ y June 29, 1904, 


U yy" - e 
‘ 
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MR, GRISCOM TO MR, HAY, 


SUBJECT:Transmitting 2 copies of Part II, of "The 


Russo-Japanese War" for presentation to the. 


7 


President and Mr, Hay. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No, June 29, 1904. 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


In compliance with a request made by 
ur, Ryoichiro Hara, President of the Kinko- 
do Publishing Company, of Tokio, I have 
the honor to transmit herewith, under sepe- 
arate cover, two copies of Part II, of "The 
Russo-Japanese War* ag presentation to the 
President and to yourself, following the 


two copies of Part I. which I similarly 


transmitted with my dispatch of May 4, 1904, 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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| ASSISTANT SPeRe ini, | 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. JUL 19 1904 


TOKIO, JAPAN, 
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No. ¥, | Ul 19 1908 | June 50, 1904, 
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CHIEF CLERK, 


JUL 181904 


Department of State. 


MR. GRISCOM TO MR, HAY, 


= 


SUBJECT: Visit of the Honorable Herbert H,.D.Peirce, 


S'd, Assistant Secretary of State, to Tokio, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No, oy ; 


To the Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to inform you that the 
Honorable Herbert H.D.Peirce, 3'4, Assistant 
Secretary of State, accompanied by urs.Peirce 
arrived at Tokio on the 14, instant, and 
that on the 17, instant I presented him to 
His Majesty the Emperor, and with Mrs.Peirce 
to Her Majesty the Reeress. 

In the course of the audience with the 
Emperor His Majesty made a prepared address 
to ur, Peirce on the friendly relations ex- 
isting between his Government and that of 
the United ehine He showed marked signs 
of satisfaction at the opportunity of com- 
municating his sentiments directly to a 
high official of the Department of State. 

Subsequently ea luncheon was given in 
honor of ur. and urs. Peirce by command of 
the Emperor af one of the Imperial Palaces, 
and they were also entertained at dinner : 
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, In 
fact ur, Peirce has been the recipient of 
such unusual honors and courtesies at the 


& 


hands 


hands of the Emperor and his Government that 
it is worthy of particular mention, 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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June 30, 1904 


MR, GRISCOM TO uR, HAY 


i 
nd 8 
C= 


grams, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
TOKIO, JAPAN, 


No. 9 $~ June 30, 1904, 


To the Honorable John yay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 
instant of your telé@gram reading as follows: 
*"Griscom fekve. 

The President is interested in Harding Davis and 
Johm Fox and other correspondants who are anxious to 
go to the armies to which they have been accredited, 
He of course asks nothing against pubiic policy but 
authorizes you to use such good offices as may be 
convenient in the interest of these gentlemen, Tell 
Davis. 

John Hay. " 
and to confirm my reply thereto of the 24th instant as fol- 
lows: 
"John Hay, Washington, 

In response to representations as authorized in 
your telegram of the twenty third instant Minister for 
Foreign Affairs informs me that the movements of news- 
paper correspondents depend entirely on the military 
authorities who attaching great value to secrecy will 
not permit them to go to the front until the proper 
moment arrives and it is impossible for the civil 


branch of the Government to influence the military au- 


thorities or assume responsibility in a matter invol- 


ving such vital national interests, 
Griscom", 
Immediately upon the receipt of your telegram I asked ies 
a special interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and 


and informed him that the President took an interest in 

Mr, Richard Harding Davis, Mr. John Fox and the other Amer- 
ican newspaper correspondents who, after being detained 
here thirteen or fourteen weeks are extremely desirous of 
being allowed to proceed to the front, I made it clear 
to Baron Komura that the President asked nothin® contrary 
to public policy but simply authorized me to use my good 
offices with the Imperial Government to expedite if possi- 
ble the departure of the correspondents. 

Baron Komura replied to me that his Government apprec- 
iated the friendly interest of the President but, he added, 
unfortunately the moment has not yet arrived when it is pos- 
sible for the Imperial Government to permit the corregpon- 
dents to proceed to the front. He declared that the Gov- 
ernment would be very glad for many reasons to have a num- 
ver of unprejudiced observers with the army at present but 
the military authorities , placing great value upon sécre- 
cy, declare that the exigencies of the military situation 
will not as yet permit of the presence of the correspon- 
dents with the Second and Third Armies, Baron Komura also 
said that it was quite impossible for the civil branch of 
the Government to interfere with or try to influence the 
military authorities in a matter involving such vital na- 
tional interests, 

I may state that during the past four months I have 
many times spoken to Baron Komura on behalf of the corres- 
pondents. Some of their requests have been granted and six 
of the American correspondents were allowed to join the 
First Army and were present at the battle of the Yalu, With 
regard to the Second and Third Armies the military author- 
ities declare that the moment has not yet arrived when the 


correspondents may go forward, There is no appeal from the 
| decision 


decision and so, for the present, the correspondents must 
remain in Tokyo. It seems probable however that before 
this reaches Washington they will have received the desired 
permission, 3 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Lor Oru Cima * 
Be 


